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Planning Terms Glossary 
 
Accessory Use  

An activity or structure that is incidental to the main use of a site.  
 
Building Envelope  

The space remaining on a site for structures after all building setback, height limit, and 
bulk requirements have been met.  

Capital Improvement Program  
A timetable for the installation of permanent public structures, facilities, roads, and other 
improvements based upon budget projections.  

CEQA  
The California Environmental Quality Act (see Public Resources Code section 21000). 
CEQA requires that private and public projects' potential adverse effects upon the 
environment be reviewed by decision-makers.  

Charter City  
A city which has been incorporated under its own charter rather than under the general 
laws of the state. Charter cities have broader powers than do general law cities.  

Cluster Development  
Development which is clustered in a portion of a site, leaving the remainder in open-
space. The amount of development allowed equals the amount that would have otherwise 
been allowed on the entire site.  

COG  
Council of Governments. California's 25 COGs are regional planning agencies concerned 
primarily with transportation planning and housing; they do not directly regulate land 
use. Elected officials from each of the cities and counties belonging to the COG make up 
its governing board.  

Community Plan  
A portion of the local general plan that focuses on a particular area or community within 
the city or county. Community plans supplement the contents of the general plan.  

Conditional Use Permit (CUP)  
A permit authorizing a use not routinely allowed on a particular site, subject to a public 
hearing. If approval is granted, the developer must meet certain conditions to harmonize 
the project with its surroundings. 

Dedication  
A grant of private land to a public agency for public use. Dedications are often used to 
obtain roads and parkland needed to serve a project.  

Density Bonus  
An increase in the allowable number of residences granted by the city or county in return 
for the project's providing low- or moderate-income housing. (see Government Code 
section 65915) 

Density Averaging (or Transfer)  
The density of development on a portion of a site is allowed to exceed usual limits 
provided that the overall density of the site does not do so. Density increases in one area 
are offset by a corresponding decrease in allowable density in another part of the site.  

Design Review Committee  



A group appointed by the city council to consider the design and aesthetics of 
development within all or a portion of the community. 

Development Agreement  
A binding contract between a developer and a city or county establishing the conditions 
under which a particular development may occur. The local government "freezes" the 
regulations applicable to the site for an agreed upon period of time. (see Government 
Code section 65864)  

Development Fees  
Fees charged as a precondition to construction or development approval. The most 
common are: (1) impact fees (such as parkland acquisition fees, school facilities fees, or 
street construction fees) related to funding public improvements necessitated in part or in 
whole by the development; (2) connection fees (such as water fees) to cover the cost of 
installing public services to the development; (3) permit fees (such as building permits or 
grading permits) for the administrative costs of processing development plans; and, (4) 
application fees (rezoning, variance, etc.) for the administrative costs of reviewing and 
hearing development proposals.  

Downzone  
A change of zoning to a more restrictive zone (for example, from multi-family residential 
to single-family residential).  

EIR  
Environmental Impact Report. A detailed review of a proposed project, its potential 
adverse impacts upon the environment, measures that may avoid or reduce those impacts, 
and alternatives to the project.  

Easement  
The right to use property owned by another for a specific purpose. Power line easements 
are a common example.  

Eminent Domain  
The right of government to take private property for public use upon the payment of just 
compensation to the owner. This is also called condemnation (condemnation can also 
mean the closing of an unsafe structure by a public agency to protect the community 
safety).  

Exaction  
A fee or dedication required as a condition of development permit approval.  

Final Map Subdivision (also, tract map or major subdivision)  
Land divisions creating 5 or more lots. They are generally subject to stricter standards 
than parcel maps. Requirements may include road improvements, the construction of 
drainage and sewer facilities, park land dedications, and more.  

Findings  
The legal "footprints" which an agency must leave to bridge the analytical gap between 
the raw data considered by the agency and its ultimate decision. They expose its mode of 
analysis of facts, regulations, and policies.  

Floor Area Ratio (FAR)  
A measure of development intensity. FAR is the ratio of the floor area of a building to the 
area of its site. For instance, both a two-story building that covers an entire lot and a four-
story building that covers 1/2 of a lot have FARs of 2.  

General Law City  



A city incorporated under and subject to the general laws of the state.  
General Plan  

A statement of policies, including text and diagrams, setting forth objectives, principles, 
standards, and plan proposals, for the future physical development of the city or county. 
(see Government Code section 65300)  

"Granny" Housing  
An accessory dwelling for one or more elderly persons that is attached to or separate 
from a main residence. Government Code section 65852.1 allows cities and counties to 
approve such units in single-family neighborhoods.  

Growth Management  
A local program limiting the rate of community growth. Growth management strategies 
vary, but they can include capping the annual number of building permits, relating 
allowable development intensity to certain levels of infrastructure service or limiting the 
location of new development.  

Impact Fees  
See Development Fees.  

Infrastructure  
A general term for public and quasi-public utilities and facilities such as roads, bridges, 
sewer plants, water lines, power lines, fire stations, etc.  

Initial Study  
An analysis of a project's potential environmental effects and their relative significance. 
An initial study is preliminary to deciding whether to prepare a negative declaration or an 
EIR.  

Initiative  
A ballot measure which has qualified for election as a result of voter petition. At the local 
level, initiatives usually focus on changes or additions to the general plan and zoning 
ordinance. The initiative power is reserved for the public by the California Constitution.  

Inverse Condemnation  
The illegal removal of property value through excessive government regulation. Legal 
advice should be sought before proceeding in cases of potential inverse condemnation.  

LAFCO  
The Cortese/Knox Act (see Government Code section 56000) establishes a Local Agency 
Formation Commission in each county. A LAFCO is made up of elected officials from 
the county, cities, and, in some cases, special districts. It administers the state law 
governing city incorporation and annexation proposals.  

Mitigation Measure  
The California Environmental Quality Act requires that when an environmental impact or 
potential impact will occur, measures must be proposed that will eliminate, avoid, rectify, 
compensate for or reduce that effect.  

Moratorium  
A halt to new development or the issuance of permits. Moratoria are often imposed while 
a new general plan or zoning ordinance is written or when sewer or water facilities are 
inadequate to serve additional development. (See Government Code section 65858) 

Negative Declaration  
A negative declaration is written when a project is subject to CEQA, but will not have a 
significant effect upon the environment. The negative declaration describes why the 



project will not have a significant effect and may propose measures that avoid all possible 
effects. 

Nonconforming Use  
A land use which does not meet current zoning requirements.  

Overlay Zone  
A zone which is superimposed upon other zoning. Overlay zones are used in areas which 
need special protection (as in a historic preservation district) or have special problems 
(such as steep slopes or flooding). Development of land subject to an overlay must 
comply with the regulations of both zones.  

Parcel Map  
A minor subdivision resulting in fewer than 5 lots.  

Planned Unit Development (PUD)  
Land use zoning which allows the adoption of a set of development standards that are 
specific to a particular project. PUD zones usually do not contain detailed development 
standards; those are established during the process of considering proposals and adopted 
by ordinance upon project approval.  

Referendum  
A voter challenge to legislative action taken by a city council or county board of 
supervisors. If enough voters' signatures are filed before the legislative action becomes 
final, the council or board must either rescind its decision or call an election on the issue. 
The California Constitution guarantees the public's power of referendum.  

School Impact Fees  
Fees imposed on new developments to offset their impacts on area schools. 

Setback  
The minimum distance required by zoning to be maintained between two structures or 
between a structure and a property line.  

Specific Plan  
A plan addressing land use distribution, open space availability, infrastructure, and 
infrastructure financing for a portion of the community. Specific plans put the provisions 
of the local general plan into action (see Government Code section 65450).  

Sphere of Influence  
A plan for the "probable physical boundary and service area of a local agency" as 
approved by the LAFCO. It identifies the area available to a city for future annexation. 
However, unless another arrangement has been made, the city has no actual authority 
over land outside its city limits. 

Spot Zoning  
The zoning of an isolated parcel in a manner which is inconsistent or incompatible with 
surrounding zoning or land uses, particularly if done to favor a particular landowner. A 
conditional use permit is not a spot zone. 

Strip Development  
Commercial and high-density residential development located adjacent to major streets. 
This type of development is characterized by its shallow depth, street-oriented layout, 
lack of unified design theme, and numerous points of street access. It impedes smooth 
traffic flow.  

Tentative Map  



The map or drawing illustrating a subdivision proposal. The city or county will 
conditionally approve or deny the proposed subdivision based upon the design depicted 
on the tentative map.  

Tract Map  
See final map subdivision. 

Transportation Systems Management (TSM)  
A program coordinating many forms of transportation (car, bus, carpool, rapid transit, 
bicycle, etc.) in order to distribute the traffic impacts of new development. Instead of 
emphasizing road expansion or construction, TSM examines methods of increasing road 
efficiency.  

Variance  
A limited waiver from the requirements of the zoning ordinance. Variance requests are 
subject to public hearing and may only be granted under special circumstances. 

Zoning  
Local codes regulating the use and development of property. The zoning ordinance 
divides the city or county into land use districts or "zones", illustrated on zoning maps, 
and specifies the allowable uses within each such zone. It establishes development 
standards such as minimum lot size, maximum structure height, building setbacks, and 
yard size.  
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PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURES GUIDE 
THE NUMBER ONE RULE: BE PREPARED 

 
The leader or presiding officer should be well prepared before the meeting. 
 
HE/SHE SHOULD: 
 

1. Draft an agenda-a list of matters to be discussed in the order in which they will be 
discussed. 

 
Note: Sending the agenda to the members prior to the meeting is not only an invitation 
but also a way of motivating them to come to the meeting. Avoid having the same 
agenda every meeting. Make your agenda attractive. 

 
2. Know in advance what to expect from reports, and be sure that everyone who is going to 

deliver a report is well prepared. 
 

3. Arrange for the meeting place, and be certain it is set up to enable you or the speaker to 
see all of those present so that no one is ignored in the discussion. 

 
The presiding officer should have outlined-at least in his own mind, if not on paper-the general 
direction and purpose of each item of business on the agenda. Sometimes he will expect 
perfunctory approval (as to the minutes of the prior meeting), and sometimes he may expect a 
prolonged discussion (as to a budget for the year's expenses); but he should always have an idea 
to guide him, even though on many occasions the meeting will differ from the plan. 
 
Being prepared, however, will permit him to guide the group rather than permit it to drift 
aimlessly. Thus he may help to increase the respect of those present not only for the protection of 
parliamentary law and democratic processes but also for their efficiency and practicability. 
 
Members, too, should prepare. Those who are to make reports should know what they will say. 
The report should be concluded with a motion or statement on what new action should be taken. 
 
Those who introduce something new should prepare a motion and should organize their thinking 
in advance so that they can adequately explain what they propose and why. 
 
ORDER OF BUSINESS: 
 

1. Opening of meeting. (Call to Order) 
2. Approval (and reading if not distributed) of minutes of the previous meeting 
3. Reports of board members and standing committees 
4. Reports of special committees 
5. Special orders* 
6. Unfinished business and general orders** 
7. New business 
8. Closing of meeting. (Adjournment) 

 
* Special orders: Important business, which the group has previously agreed to take up 

at this specific time 
** General orders: Matters postponed from previous meetings and set for this meeting 
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CONDUCTING THE MEETING 

At the exact hour named in the notice of the meeting, the presiding officer should 
call the meeting to order. He should determine that enough members (a quorum) are present to do 
business, in case decisions have to be made. A quorum is usually a majority (more than half) of 
the committee, a convention or group, unless the group provides otherwise in its rules. 
 
For a very large group, a smaller number should be set by the by-laws or constitution, as it may 
be difficult to secure a necessary majority at the meeting. In no case should the meeting proceed 
without the quorum. This requirement is designed to insure the group that its decisions will not be 
made by an unrepresentative minority. 
 
The next business should be the approval, as read or as amended by the group, of the minutes of 
the previous meeting. This enables those present to know what has already been done so time is 
not wasted in repetition. 
 
If this is the first meeting, the presiding officer should explain the reason for the meeting and then 
have the group adopt a set of parliamentary rules for orderly procedure, name its temporary 
officers, and proceed with the business. 
 
SPEAKING 
 
Speaking is accomplished by obtaining the floor. One should rise and address the presiding 
officer. The one who should be recognized is the person who rises first after the previous speaker 
has yielded the floor. It is discourteous to raise your hand or stand while another has the floor, 
and such a person does not, therefore, get the right to the floor next. 
 
If more than one person properly requests the floor when debate is on, certain rules apply: (1) The 
maker of the motion is first even though the last to rise---in order that he can explain his motion. 
(2) No one gets a second chance until everyone has had one chance to speak, and (3) the 
chairman should try to alternate speakers among all sides of an issue. 
 
Speaking: 
 
....Is not usually in order until the presiding officer indicates who is entitled to speak. Once 
recognized, the speaker should first give his name, and, if in a representative group, he should 
state whom he represents. 
 
....Follows the making of a motion. If a report is presented, its reading precedes a motion. 
Following the motion, the reader of the report has the first opportunity to speak. 
 
....Is limited-to give everyone an opportunity. The group can impose more or less restrictive rules. 
Robert's Rules of Order gives each person only two 10-minute opportunities to speak. 
 
....Can be stopped altogether by a motion. But this motion requires a two-thirds majority of those 
voting, so that a bare majority cannot prevent discussion and a minority can be heard. 
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THE MOTION... 
 

The motion is the means whereby the group takes action. It is a statement of what is to be done 
and how it is to be accomplished. It should be carefully worded to prevent misunderstandings. 
The wording should clearly channel discussion to the important aspects of the proposal. 
 
The motion is made by stating, "I move that the.. (name of group). . (add what is to be done, by 
whom, when, how financed, etc.)." 
 
Normally, it should be seconded. This means the seconding party believes the motion should be 
discussed. On occasions, the purpose of a seconder is to insure that the matter is at least of 
sufficient interest to be presented to the group, and thus the seconder prevents one man from 
wasting the group 5 time. 
 
It is done be merely stating, without rising, "I second the motion." if, however, the type of 
minutes kept by the group requires the seconder's name to appear in the record, he should stand to 
facilitate recognition. 
 
Parliamentary law is designed to insure that the group considers only one motion at a time. This 
prevents confusion and speeds action, and it is the presiding officer's duty to remind the group 
constantly which action is the main topic. 
 
However, the requirements of getting a job done and preventing a small but vociferous minority 
from keeping a group in session or wasting time on inconsequential matters demand that certain 
motions receive precedence. These have specific objectives, which deserve early consideration by 
the group and are listed in order in the Chart on Parliamentary Motions, page 5. 
 
When these motions are made, they immediately become the pending problem of the group and 
must be decided first. It is important to remember that only the motion with precedence is then 
before the group, even though any number of subsidiary, incidental, or privileged motions are, so 
to speak, on the floor. 
 
Confusion will not result if the presiding officer keeps the group well informed and explains what 
has happened, what is happening, and what will happen next. 
 
TYPES OF MOTIONS 
 
The use of parliamentary forms over a period of time has resulted in the establishment of certain 
terminology which itself has specific parliamentary meanings. The terms often vary as to the 
group using them. 
 
LAY ON THE TABLE: A motion to delay, to an indefinite time, consideration of a main motion 
by taking it figuratively from the floor, where action can be taken, and laying it on the table, 
where action cannot be taken. This helps to allow more time to consider the problem, yet does not 
set a definite time for reconsideration. 
 
A majority of voters who tabled the motion can later figuratively take the motion from the table 
(Take from Table) and put it on the floor for discussion. When this is done, the 'motion comes 
back to the floor in the same condition as it went on the table, i.e., with the same wording. 
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MAIN MOTION: A motion to accomplish a part of the business of a group. Examples are to 
adopt a project, approve a budget or report, create a committee, approve an appointment, etc. All 
other motions are, in a way, procedural, while the main motion gets the work done. This is true, 
even though some other motions, like a motion to adjourn, are at times technically considered 
main motions. 
 
SUBSIDIARY MOTIONS: A motion generally designed to facilitate action on a main motion-a 
motion subsidiary to the main motion. Examples include motions to debate, amend, refer to 
committee, lay on the table, etc. 
 
INCIDENTAL MOTIONS: These motions are incidental to the consideration of business and 
accomplish certain parliamentary purposes. Examples are questions of order and appeal, 
suspension of the rules, objection to consideration of a question, etc. 
 
PRIVILEGED MOTIONS: A motion is privileged in the sense that with it, at certain times, 
goes the distinction of an immediate -- or at least an earlier -- decision in regard to the subject 
matter to which it relates, rather than to the subject matter of another motion which may have 
been on the floor. 
 
The Chart on Parliamentary Motions (next page) lists the privileged motions in the order of their 
precedence. Examples are motions to fix the time to adjourn, or to take a recess
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CHART ON PARLIAMENTARY MOTlONS 
PRIVILEGED MOTIONS Requires 

Second 
May be 

Amended 
May be 
Debated 

Requires 
Vote 

May be 
reconsidered 

May 
Interrupt 
Speaker 

1. Fix time of next meeting Y Y N Majority N N 

2. Adjourn meeting Y N N Majority N N 

3. Recess Y Y N Majority N N 

4. Question of privilege N N N Chairman Y Y 

5. Point of information N N N ------ N Y 

SUBSIDIARY MOTIONS  

6. Lay on table Y N N Majority N N 

7. Previous question Y N N 2/3 Y N 

8. Limit debate Y Y N 2/3 Y N 

9. Postpone to a certain time Y Y Y Majority Y N 

10. Refer to committee Y Y Y Majority Y N 

11. Amend Y Y (1) Majority Y N 

12. Postpone indefinitely Y N Y Majority Y N 

MAIN MOTIONS  

13. Main motion for general  
business 

Y Y Y Majority Y N 

14. Take from table Y N N Majority N N 

15. Reconsider Y N (2) Majority N Y 

16. Rescind Y Y Y Majority Y N 

17. Make special order of 
business 

N N N 2/3 ------ Y 

INCIDENTAL MAIN 
MOTIONS 

 

18. Suspend rules Y N N 2/3 N N 

19. Withdraw a motion N N N Majority Y N 

20. Object to a consideration N N N 2/3 Y Y 

21. Point of order N N N Chairman N Y 

22. Appeal from chairman's 
decision 

Y N Y Chairman or 
Majority 

Y Y 

23. Division (Verify a voice 
vote.) 

N N N   Y 

24. Roll Call Y N N Majority ------ Y 

(1) Only if the motion to be amended is debatable.  (2) Only if the motion to be reconsidered is debatable. 
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MICHIGAN PLANNING ENABLING ACT
Act 33 of 2008

AN ACT to codify the laws regarding and to provide for county, township, city, and village planning; to
provide for the creation, organization, powers, and duties of local planning commissions; to provide for the
powers and duties of certain state and local governmental officers and agencies; to provide for the regulation
and subdivision of land; and to repeal acts and parts of acts.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

ARTICLE I.
GENERAL PROVISIONS

***** 125.3801.new THIS NEW SECTION IS EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 ***** 

125.3801.new Short title.
Sec. 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Michigan planning enabling act".
History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

***** 125.3803.new THIS NEW SECTION IS EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 ***** 

125.3803.new Definitions.
Sec. 3. As used in this act:
(a) "Chief administrative official" means the manager or other highest nonelected administrative official of

a city or village.
(b) "Chief elected official" means the mayor of a city, the president of a village, the supervisor of a

township, or, subject to section 5, the chairperson of the county board of commissioners of a county.
(c) "County board of commissioners", subject to section 5, means the elected county board of

commissioners, except that, as used in sections 39 and 41, county board of commissioners means 1 of the
following:

(i) A committee of the county board of commissioners, if the county board of commissioners delegates its
powers and duties under this act to the committee.

(ii) The regional planning commission for the region in which the county is located, if the county board of
commissioners delegates its powers and duties under this act to the regional planning commission.

(d) "Ex officio member", in reference to a planning commission, means a member, with full voting rights
unless otherwise provided by charter, who serves on the planning commission by virtue of holding another
office, for the term of that other office.

(e) "Legislative body" means the county board of commissioners of a county, the board of trustees of a
township, or the council or other elected governing body of a city or village.

(f) "Local unit of government" or "local unit" means a county or municipality.
(g) "Master plan" means either of the following:
(i) As provided in section 81(1), any plan adopted or amended before the effective date of this act under a

planning act repealed under section 85.
(ii) Any plan adopted or amended under this act. This includes, but is not limited to, a plan prepared by a

planning commission authorized by this act and used to satisfy the requirement of section 203(1) of the
Michigan zoning enabling act, 2006 PA 110, MCL 125.3203, regardless of whether it is entitled a master
plan, basic plan, county plan, development plan, guide plan, land use plan, municipal plan, township plan,
plan, or any other term.

(h) "Municipality" or "municipal" means or refers to a city, village, or township.
(i) "Planning commission" means either of the following, as applicable:
(i) A planning commission created pursuant to section 11(1).
(ii) A planning commission retained pursuant to section 81(2) or (3), subject to the limitations on the

application of this act provided in section 81(2) and (3).
(j) "Planning jurisdiction" for a county, city, or village refers to the areas encompassed by the legal

boundaries of that county, city, or village, subject to section 31(1). Planning jurisdiction for a township refers
to the areas encompassed by the legal boundaries of that township outside of the areas of incorporated villages
and cities, subject to section 31(1).
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(k) "Population" means the population according to the most recent federal decennial census or according
to a special census conducted under section 7 of the Glenn Steil state revenue sharing act of 1971, 1971 PA
140, MCL 141.907, whichever is the more recent.

(l) "Street" means a street, avenue, boulevard, highway, road, lane, alley, viaduct, or other way intended
for use by automobiles.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

***** 125.3805.new THIS NEW SECTION IS EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 ***** 

125.3805.new Assignment of power or duty to county officer or body.
Sec. 5. The assignment of a power or duty under this act to a county officer or body is subject to 1966 PA

293, MCL 45.501 to 45.521, or 1973 PA 139, MCL 45.551 to 45.573, in a county organized under 1 of those
acts.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

***** 125.3807.new THIS NEW SECTION IS EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 ***** 

125.3807.new Master plan; adoption, amendment, and implementation by local government;
purpose.
Sec. 7. (1) A local unit of government may adopt, amend, and implement a master plan as provided in this

act.
(2) The general purpose of a master plan is to guide and accomplish, in the planning jurisdiction and its

environs, development that satisfies all of the following criteria:
(a) Is coordinated, adjusted, harmonious, efficient, and economical.
(b) Considers the character of the planning jurisdiction and its suitability for particular uses, judged in

terms of such factors as trends in land and population development.
(c) Will, in accordance with present and future needs, best promote public health, safety, morals, order,

convenience, prosperity, and general welfare.
(d) Includes, among other things, promotion of or adequate provision for 1 or more of the following:
(i) A system of transportation to lessen congestion on streets.
(ii) Safety from fire and other dangers.
(iii) Light and air.
(iv) Healthful and convenient distribution of population.
(v) Good civic design and arrangement and wise and efficient expenditure of public funds.
(vi) Public utilities such as sewage disposal and water supply and other public improvements.
(vii) Recreation.
(viii) The use of resources in accordance with their character and adaptability.
History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

ARTICLE II.
PLANNING COMMISSION CREATION AND ADMINISTRATION

***** 125.3811.new THIS NEW SECTION IS EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 ***** 

125.3811.new Planning commission; creation; adoption of ordinance by local unit of
government; notice required; exception; adoption of charter provision by city or home rule
village; effect of repeal of planning act; continued exercise or transfer of powers and
duties of zoning board or zoning commission.
Sec. 11. (1) A local unit of government may adopt an ordinance creating a planning commission with

powers and duties provided in this act. The planning commission of a local unit of government shall be
officially called "the planning commission", even if a charter, ordinance, or resolution uses a different name
such as "plan board" or "planning board".

(2) Within 14 days after a local unit of government adopts an ordinance under subsection (1) creating a
planning commission, the clerk of the local unit shall transmit notice of the adoption to the planning
commission of the county where the local unit is located. However, if there is not a county planning
commission or if the local unit adopting the ordinance is a county, notice shall be transmitted to the regional
planning commission engaged in planning for the region within which the local unit is located. Notice under
this subsection is not required when a planning commission created before the effective date of this act
continues in existence under this act, but is required when an ordinance governing or creating a planning
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commission is amended or superseded under section 81(2)(b) or (3)(b).
(3) If, after the effective date of this act, a city or home rule village adopts a charter provision providing for

a planning commission, the charter provision shall be implemented by an ordinance that conforms to this act.
Section 81(2) provides for the continuation of a planning commission created by a charter provision adopted
before the effective date of this act.

(4) Section 81(3) provides for the continuation of a planning commission created under a planning act
repealed under section 85.

(5) Section 83 provides for the continued exercise by a planning commission, or the transfer to a planning
commission, of the powers and duties of a zoning board or zoning commission.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

***** 125.3813.new THIS NEW SECTION IS EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 ***** 

125.3813.new Planning commission; effect of township ordinance; number of days; petition
requesting submission of ordinance to electors; filing; petition subject to Michigan
election law; violation.
Sec. 13. (1) Subject to subsection (2), a township ordinance creating a planning commission under this act

shall take effect 63 days after the ordinance is published by the township board in a newspaper having general
circulation in the township.

(2) Subject to subsection (3), before a township ordinance creating a planning commission takes effect, a
petition may be filed with the township clerk requesting the submission of the ordinance to the electors
residing in the unincorporated portion of the township for their approval or rejection. The petition shall be
signed by a number of qualified and registered electors residing in the unincorporated portion of the township
equal to not less than 8% of the total vote cast for all candidates for governor, at the last preceding general
election at which a governor was elected. If such a petition is filed, the ordinance shall not take effect until
approved by a majority of the electors residing in the unincorporated portion of the township voting thereon at
the next regular or special election that allows reasonable time for proper notices and printing of ballots or at
any special election called for that purpose, as determined by the township board. The township board shall
specify the language of the ballot question.

(3) Subsection (2) does not apply if the planning commission created by the ordinance is the successor to
an existing zoning commission or zoning board as provided for under section 301 of the Michigan zoning
enabling act, 2006 PA 110, MCL 125.3301.

(4) If a township board does not on its own initiative adopt an ordinance under this act creating a planning
commission, a petition may be filed with the township clerk requesting the township board to adopt such an
ordinance. The petition shall be signed by a number of qualified and registered electors as provided in
subsection (2). If such a petition is filed, the township board, at its first meeting following the filing shall
submit the question to the electors of the township in the same manner as provided under subsection (2).

(5) A petition under this section, including the circulation and signing of the petition, is subject to section
488 of the Michigan election law, 1954 PA 116, MCL 168.488. A person who violates a provision of the
Michigan election law, 1954 PA 116, MCL 168.1 to 168.992, applicable to a petition described in this section
is subject to the penalties prescribed for that violation in the Michigan election law, 1954 PA 116, MCL 168.1
to 168.992.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

***** 125.3815.new THIS NEW SECTION IS EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 ***** 

125.3815.new Planning commission; membership; appointment; terms; vacancy;
representation; qualifications; ex-officio members; board serving as planning
commission; removal of member; conditions; conflict of interest; additional requirements.
Sec. 15. (1) In a municipality, the chief elected official shall appoint members of the planning commission,

subject to approval by a majority vote of the members of the legislative body elected and serving. In a county,
the county board of commissioners shall determine the method of appointment of members of the planning
commission by resolution of a majority of the full membership of the county board.

(2) A city, village, or township planning commission shall consist of 5, 7, or 9 members. A county
planning commission shall consist of 5, 7, 9, or 11 members. Members of a planning commission other than
ex officio members under subsection (5) shall be appointed for 3-year terms. However, of the members of the
planning commission, other than ex officio members, first appointed, a number shall be appointed to 1-year or
2-year terms such that, as nearly as possible, the terms of 1/3 of all the planning commission members will
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expire each year. If a vacancy occurs on a planning commission, the vacancy shall be filled for the unexpired
term in the same manner as provided for an original appointment. A member shall hold office until his or her
successor is appointed.

(3) The membership of a planning commission shall be representative of important segments of the
community, such as the economic, governmental, educational, and social development of the local unit of
government, in accordance with the major interests as they exist in the local unit of government, such as
agriculture, natural resources, recreation, education, public health, government, transportation, industry, and
commerce. The membership shall also be representative of the entire geography of the local unit of
government to the extent practicable.

(4) Members of a planning commission shall be qualified electors of the local unit of government, except
that the following number of planning commission members may be individuals who are not qualified
electors of the local unit of government:

(a) 3, in a city that on the effective date of this act had a population of more than 2,700 but less than 2,800.
(b) 2, in a city or village that has, or on the effective date of this act had, a population of less than 5,000,

except as provided in subdivision (a).
(c) 1, in local units of government other than those described in subdivision (a) or (b).
(5) In a township that on the effective date of this act had a planning commission created under former

1931 PA 285, 1 member of the legislative body or the chief elected official, or both, may be appointed to the
planning commission, as ex officio members. In any other township, 1 member of the legislative body shall
be appointed to the planning commission, as an ex officio member. In a city, village, or county, the chief
administrative official or a person designated by the chief administrative official, if any, the chief elected
official, 1 or more members of the legislative body, or any combination thereof, may be appointed to the
planning commission, as ex officio members, unless prohibited by charter. However, in a city, village, or
county, not more than 1/3 of the members of the planning commission may be ex officio members. Except as
provided in this subsection, an elected officer or employee of the local unit of government is not eligible to be
a member of the planning commission. The term of an ex officio member of a planning commission shall be
as follows:

(a) The term of a chief elected official shall correspond to his or her term as chief elected official.
(b) The term of a chief administrative official shall expire with the term of the chief elected official that

appointed him or her as chief administrative official.
(c) The term of a member of the legislative body shall expire with his or her term on the legislative body.
(6) For a county planning commission, the county shall make every reasonable effort to ensure that the

membership of the county planning commission includes a member of a public school board or an
administrative employee of a school district included, in whole or in part, within the county's boundaries. The
requirements of this subsection apply whenever an appointment is to be made to the planning commission,
unless an incumbent is being reappointed or an ex officio member is being appointed under subsection (5).

(7) Subject to subsection (8), a city or village that has a population of less than 5,000, and that has not
created a planning commission by charter, may by an ordinance adopted under section 11(1) provide that 1 of
the following boards serve as its planning commission:

(a) The board of directors of the economic development corporation of the city or village created under the
economic development corporations act, 1974 PA 338, MCL 125.1601 to 125.1636.

(b) The board of a downtown development authority created under 1975 PA 197, MCL 125.1651 to
125.1681, if the boundaries of the downtown district are the same as the boundaries of the city or village.

(c) A board created under the tax increment finance authority act, 1980 PA 450, MCL 125.1801 to
125.1830, if the boundaries of the authority district are the same as the boundaries of the city or village.

(8) Subsections (1) to (5) do not apply to a planning commission established under subsection (7). All
other provisions of this act apply to a planning commission established under subsection (7).

(9) The legislative body may remove a member of the planning commission for misfeasance, malfeasance,
or nonfeasance in office upon written charges and after a public hearing. Before casting a vote on a matter on
which a member may reasonably be considered to have a conflict of interest, the member shall disclose the
potential conflict of interest to the planning commission. The member is disqualified from voting on the
matter if so provided by the bylaws or by a majority vote of the remaining members of the planning
commission. Failure of a member to disclose a potential conflict of interest as required by this subsection
constitutes malfeasance in office. Unless the legislative body, by ordinance, defines conflict of interest for the
purposes of this subsection, the planning commission shall do so in its bylaws.

(10) An ordinance creating a planning commission may impose additional requirements relevant to the
subject matter of, but not inconsistent with, this section.
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History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

***** 125.3817.new THIS NEW SECTION IS EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 ***** 

125.3817.new Chairperson, secretary, and other offices; election; terms; appointment of
advisory committees.
Sec. 17. (1) A planning commission shall elect a chairperson and secretary from its members and create

and fill other offices as it considers advisable. An ex officio member of the planning commission is not
eligible to serve as chairperson. The term of each officer shall be 1 year, with opportunity for reelection as
specified in bylaws adopted under section 19.

(2) A planning commission may appoint advisory committees whose members are not members of the
planning commission.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

***** 125.3819.new THIS NEW SECTION IS EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 ***** 

125.3819.new Bylaws; adoption; public record requirements; annual report by planning
commission.
Sec. 19. (1) A planning commission shall adopt bylaws for the transaction of business, and shall keep a

public record of its resolutions, transactions, findings, and determinations.
(2) A planning commission shall make an annual written report to the legislative body concerning its

operations and the status of planning activities, including recommendations regarding actions by the
legislative body related to planning and development.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

***** 125.3821.new THIS NEW SECTION IS EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 ***** 

125.3821.new Meetings; frequency; time; place; special meeting; notice; compliance with
open meetings act; availability of writings to public.
Sec. 21. (1) A planning commission shall hold not less than 4 regular meetings each year, and by

resolution shall determine the time and place of the meetings. Unless the bylaws provide otherwise, a special
meeting of the planning commission may be called by the chairperson or by 2 other members, upon written
request to the secretary. Unless the bylaws provide otherwise, the secretary shall send written notice of a
special meeting to planning commission members not less than 48 hours before the meeting.

(2) The business that a planning commission may perform shall be conducted at a public meeting of the
planning commission held in compliance with the open meetings act, 1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 to 15.275.
Public notice of the time, date, and place of a regular or special meeting shall be given in the manner required
by that act.

(3) A writing prepared, owned, used, in the possession of, or retained by a planning commission in the
performance of an official function shall be made available to the public in compliance with the freedom of
information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

***** 125.3823.new THIS NEW SECTION IS EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 ***** 

125.3823.new Compensation; expenses; preparation of budget; acceptance of gifts.
Sec. 23. (1) Members of a planning commission may be compensated for their services as provided by the

legislative body. A planning commission may adopt bylaws relative to compensation and expenses of its
members and employees for travel when engaged in the performance of activities authorized by the legislative
body, including, but not limited to, attendance at conferences, workshops, educational and training programs,
and meetings.

(2) After preparing the annual report required under section 19, a planning commission may prepare a
detailed budget and submit the budget to the legislative body for approval or disapproval. The legislative body
annually may appropriate funds for carrying out the purposes and functions permitted under this act, and may
match local government funds with federal, state, county, or other local government or private grants,
contributions, or endowments.

(3) A planning commission may accept gifts for the exercise of its functions. However, in a township,
other than a township that on the effective date of this act had a planning commission created under former
1931 PA 285, only the township board may accept such gifts, on behalf of the planning commission. A gift of
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money so accepted in either case shall be deposited with the treasurer of the local unit of government in a
special nonreverting planning commission fund for expenditure by the planning commission for the purpose
designated by the donor. The treasurer shall draw a warrant against the special nonreverting fund only upon
receipt of a voucher signed by the chairperson and secretary of the planning commission and an order drawn
by the clerk of the local unit of government. The expenditures of a planning commission, exclusive of gifts
and grants, shall be within the amounts appropriated by the legislative body.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

***** 125.3825.new THIS NEW SECTION IS EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 ***** 

125.3825.new Employment of planning director and other personnel; contract for services;
use of information and advice provided by public officials, departments, and agencies.
Sec. 25. (1) A local unit of government may employ a planning director and other personnel as it considers

necessary, contract for the services of planning and other technicians, and incur other expenses, within a
budget authorized by the legislative body. This authority shall be exercised by the legislative body, unless a
charter provision or ordinance delegates this authority to the planning commission or another body or official.
The appointment of employees is subject to the same provisions of law as govern other corresponding civil
employees of the local unit of government.

(2) For the purposes of this act, a planning commission may make use of maps, data, and other information
and expert advice provided by appropriate federal, state, regional, county, and municipal officials,
departments, and agencies. All public officials, departments, and agencies shall make available public
information for the use of planning commissions and furnish such other technical assistance and advice as
they may have for planning purposes.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

ARTICLE III.
PREPARATION AND ADOPTION OF MASTER PLAN

***** 125.3831.new THIS NEW SECTION IS EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 ***** 

125.3831.new Master plan; preparation by planning commission; conditions; duties;
meetings with other governmental planning commissions or agency staff; powers.
Sec. 31. (1) A planning commission shall make and approve a master plan as a guide for development

within the planning jurisdiction subject to section 81 and the following:
(a) For a county, the master plan may include planning in cooperation with the constituted authorities for

incorporated areas in whole or to the extent to which, in the planning commission's judgment, they are related
to the planning of the unincorporated territory or of the county as a whole.

(b) For a township that on the effective date of this act had a planning commission created under former
1931 PA 285, or for a city or village, the planning jurisdiction may include any areas outside of the municipal
boundaries that, in the planning commission's judgment, are related to the planning of the municipality.

(2) In the preparation of a master plan, a planning commission shall do all of the following, as applicable:
(a) Make careful and comprehensive surveys and studies of present conditions and future growth within

the planning jurisdiction with due regard to its relation to neighboring jurisdictions.
(b) Consult with representatives of adjacent local units of government in respect to their planning so that

conflicts in master plans and zoning may be avoided.
(c) Cooperate with all departments of the state and federal governments and other public agencies

concerned with programs for economic, social, and physical development within the planning jurisdiction and
seek the maximum coordination of the local unit of government's programs with these agencies.

(3) In the preparation of the master plan, the planning commission may meet with other governmental
planning commissions or agency staff to deliberate.

(4) In general, a planning commission has such lawful powers as may be necessary to enable it to promote
local planning and otherwise carry out the purposes of this act.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

***** 125.3833.new THIS NEW SECTION IS EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 ***** 

125.3833.new Master plan; land use and infrastructure issues; inclusion of maps, plats,
charts, and other related matter; recommendations for physical development; additional
subjects; implementation of master street plan; specifications; section subject to MCL
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125.3881(1).
Sec. 33. (1) A master plan shall address land use and infrastructure issues and may project 20 years or

more into the future. A master plan shall include maps, plats, charts, and descriptive, explanatory, and other
related matter and shall show the planning commission's recommendations for the physical development of
the planning jurisdiction.

(2) A master plan shall also include those of the following subjects that reasonably can be considered as
pertinent to the future development of the planning jurisdiction:

(a) A land use plan that consists in part of a classification and allocation of land for agriculture, residences,
commerce, industry, recreation, ways and grounds, public buildings, schools, soil conservation, forests,
woodlots, open space, wildlife refuges, and other uses and purposes. If a county has not adopted a zoning
ordinance under former 1943 PA 183 or the Michigan zoning enabling act, 2006 PA 110, MCL 125.3101 to
125.3702, a land use plan and program for the county may be a general plan with a generalized future land
use map.

(b) The general location, character, and extent of streets, railroads, airports, bicycle paths, pedestrian ways,
bridges, waterways, and waterfront developments; sanitary sewers and water supply systems; facilities for
flood prevention, drainage, pollution prevention, and maintenance of water levels; and public utilities and
structures.

(c) Recommendations as to the general character, extent, and layout of redevelopment or rehabilitation of
blighted areas; and the removal, relocation, widening, narrowing, vacating, abandonment, change of use, or
extension of streets, grounds, open spaces, buildings, utilities, or other facilities.

(d) For a local unit of government that has adopted a zoning ordinance, a zoning plan for various zoning
districts controlling the height, area, bulk, location, and use of buildings and premises. The zoning plan shall
include an explanation of how the land use categories on the future land use map relate to the districts on the
zoning map.

(e) Recommendations for implementing any of the master plan's proposals.
(3) If a master plan is or includes a master street plan, the means for implementing the master street plan in

cooperation with the county road commission and the state transportation department shall be specified in the
master street plan in a manner consistent with the respective powers and duties of and any written agreements
between these entities and the municipality.

(4) This section is subject to section 81(1).
History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

***** 125.3835.new THIS NEW SECTION IS EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 ***** 

125.3835.new Subplan; adoption.
Sec. 35. A planning commission may, by a majority vote of the members, adopt a subplan for a geographic

area less than the entire planning jurisdiction, if, because of the unique physical characteristics of that area,
more intensive planning is necessary for the purposes set forth in section 7.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

***** 125.3837.new THIS NEW SECTION IS EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 ***** 

125.3837.new Metropolitan county planning commission; designation; powers.
Sec. 37. (1) A county board of commissioners may designate the county planning commission as the

metropolitan county planning commission. A county planning commission so designated shall perform
metropolitan and regional planning whenever necessary or desirable. The metropolitan county planning
commission may engage in comprehensive planning, including, but not limited to, the following:

(a) Preparation, as a guide for long-range development, of general physical plans with respect to the pattern
and intensity of land use and the provision of public facilities, together with long-range fiscal plans for such
development.

(b) Programming of capital improvements based on relative urgency, together with definitive financing
plans for the improvements to be constructed in the earlier years of the program.

(c) Coordination of all related plans of local governmental agencies within the metropolitan area or region.
(d) Intergovernmental coordination of all related planning activities among the state and local

governmental agencies within the metropolitan area or region.
(2) In addition to the powers conferred by other provisions of this act, a metropolitan county planning

commission may apply for, receive, and accept grants from any local, regional, state, or federal governmental
agency and agree to and comply with the terms and conditions of such grants. A metropolitan county planning
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commission may do any and all things necessary or desirable to secure the financial aid or cooperation of a
regional, state, or federal governmental agency in carrying out its functions, when approved by a 2/3 vote of
the county board of commissioners.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

***** 125.3839.new THIS NEW SECTION IS EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 ***** 

125.3839.new Master plan; adoption; procedures; notice; submittals; use of electronic mail.
Sec. 39. (1) A master plan shall be adopted under the procedures set forth in this section and sections 41

and 43. A master plan may be adopted as a whole or by successive parts corresponding with major
geographical areas of the planning jurisdiction or with functional subject matter areas of the master plan.

(2) Before preparing a master plan, a planning commission shall send to all of the following, by first-class
mail or personal delivery, a notice explaining that the planning commission intends to prepare a master plan
and requesting the recipient's cooperation and comment:

(a) For any local unit of government undertaking a master plan, the planning commission, or if there is no
planning commission, the legislative body, of each municipality located within or contiguous to the local unit
of government.

(b) For a county undertaking a master plan, the regional planning commission for the region in which the
county is located, if any.

(c) For a county undertaking a master plan, the county planning commission, or if there is no county
planning commission, the county board of commissioners, for each county located contiguous to the county.

(d) For a municipality undertaking a master plan, the regional planning commission for the region in which
the municipality is located, if there is no county planning commission for the county in which that
municipality is located. If there is a county planning commission, the municipal planning commission may
consult with the regional planning commission but is not required to do so.

(e) For a municipality undertaking a master plan, the county planning commission, or if there is no county
planning commission, the county board of commissioners, for the county in which that municipality is
located.

(f) For any local unit of government undertaking a master plan, each public utility company and railroad
company owning or operating a public utility or railroad within the local unit of government, and any
government entity that registers its name and mailing address for this purpose with the planning commission.

(g) If the master plan will include a master street plan, the county road commission and the state
transportation department.

(3) A submittal under section 41 or 43 by or to an entity described in subsection (2) may be made by
personal or first-class mail delivery of a hard copy or by electronic mail. However, the planning commission
preparing the plan shall not make such submittals by electronic mail unless, in the notice described in
subsection (2), the planning commission states that it intends to make such submittals by electronic mail and
the entity receiving that notice does not respond by objecting to the use of electronic mail. Electronic mail
may contain a link to a website on which the submittal is posted if the website is accessible to the public free
of charge.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

***** 125.3841.new THIS NEW SECTION IS EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 ***** 

125.3841.new Preparation of proposed master plan; submission to legislative body for
review and comment; approval required; notice; submission of comments; statements as
advisory.
Sec. 41. (1) After preparing a proposed master plan, a planning commission shall submit the proposed

master plan to the legislative body for review and comment. The process of adopting a master plan shall not
proceed further unless the legislative body approves the distribution of the proposed master plan.

(2) If the legislative body approves the distribution of the proposed master plan, it shall notify the secretary
of the planning commission, and the secretary of the planning commission shall submit, in the manner
provided in section 39(3), a copy of the proposed master plan, for review and comment, to all of the
following:

(a) For any local unit of government proposing a master plan, the planning commission, or if there is no
planning commission, the legislative body, of each municipality located within or contiguous to the local unit
of government.

(b) For a county proposing a master plan, the regional planning commission for the region in which the
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county is located, if any.
(c) For a county proposing a master plan, the county planning commission, or if there is no county

planning commission, the county board of commissioners, for each county located contiguous to the county.
(d) For a municipality proposing a master plan, the regional planning commission for the region in which

the municipality is located, if there is no county planning commission for the county in which that local unit
of government is located. If there is a county planning commission, the secretary of the planning commission
may submit a copy of the proposed master plan to the regional planning commission but is not required to do
so.

(e) For a municipality proposing a master plan, the county planning commission, or if there is no county
planning commission, the county board of commissioners, for the county in which that municipality is
located. The secretary of the planning commission shall concurrently submit to the county planning
commission, in the manner provided in section 39(3), a statement that the requirements of subdivision (a)
have been met or, if there is no county planning commission, shall submit to the county board of
commissioners, in the manner provided in section 39(3), a statement that the requirements of subdivisions (a)
and (d) have been met. The statement shall be signed by the secretary and shall include the name and address
of each planning commission or legislative body to which a copy of the proposed master plan was submitted
under subdivision (a) or (d), as applicable, and the date of submittal.

(f) For any local unit of government proposing a master plan, each public utility company and railroad
company owning or operating a public utility or railroad within the local unit of government, and any
government entity that registers its name and address for this purpose with the secretary of the planning
commission. An entity described in this subdivision that receives a copy of a proposed master plan, or of a
final master plan as provided in section 43(5), shall reimburse the local unit of government for any copying
and postage costs thereby incurred.

(g) If the proposed master plan is or includes a proposed master street plan, the county road commission
and the state transportation department.

(3) An entity described in subsection (2) may submit comments on the proposed master plan to the
planning commission in the manner provided in section 39(3) within 63 days after the proposed master plan
was submitted to that entity under subsection (2). If the county planning commission or the county board of
commissioners that receives a copy of a proposed master plan under subsection (2)(e) submits comments, the
comments shall include, but need not be limited to, both of the following, as applicable:

(a) A statement whether the county planning commission or county board of commissioners considers the
proposed master plan to be inconsistent with the master plan of any municipality or region described in
subsection (2)(a) or (d).

(b) If the county has a county master plan, a statement whether the county planning commission considers
the proposed master plan to be inconsistent with the county master plan.

(4) The statements provided for in subsection (3)(a) and (b) are advisory only.
History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

***** 125.3843.new THIS NEW SECTION IS EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 ***** 

125.3843.new Proposed master plan; public hearing; notice; approval by resolution of
planning commission; statement; submission of copy of master plan to legislative body;
approval or rejection by legislative body; procedures; submission of adopted master plan
to certain entities.
Sec. 43. (1) Before approving a proposed master plan, a planning commission shall hold not less than 1

public hearing on the proposed master plan. The hearing shall be held after the expiration of the deadline for
comment under section 41(3). The planning commission shall give notice of the time and place of the public
hearing not less than 15 days before the hearing by publication in a newspaper of general circulation within
the local unit of government. The planning commission shall also submit notice of the public hearing in the
manner provided in section 39(3) to each entity described in section 39(2). This notice may accompany the
proposed master plan submitted under section 41.

(2) The approval of the proposed master plan shall be by resolution of the planning commission carried by
the affirmative votes of not less than 2/3 of the members of a city or village planning commission or not less
than a majority of the members of a township or county planning commission. The resolution shall refer
expressly to the maps and descriptive and other matter intended by the planning commission to form the
master plan. A statement recording the planning commission's approval of the master plan, signed by the
chairperson or secretary of the planning commission, shall be included on the inside of the front or back cover
of the master plan and, if the future land use map is a separate document from the text of the master plan, on
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the future land use map. Following approval of the proposed master plan by the planning commission, the
secretary of the planning commission shall submit a copy of the master plan to the legislative body.

(3) Approval of the proposed master plan by the planning commission under subsection (2) is the final step
for adoption of the master plan, unless the legislative body by resolution has asserted the right to approve or
reject the master plan. In that case, after approval of the proposed master plan by the planning commission,
the legislative body shall approve or reject the proposed master plan. A statement recording the legislative
body's approval of the master plan, signed by the clerk of the legislative body, shall be included on the inside
of the front or back cover of the master plan and, if the future land use map is a separate document from the
text of the master plan, on the future land use map.

(4) If the legislative body rejects the proposed master plan, the legislative body shall submit to the planning
commission a statement of its objections to the proposed master plan. The planning commission shall
consider the legislative body's objections and revise the proposed master plan so as to address those
objections. The procedures provided in subsections (1) to (3) and this subsection shall be repeated until the
legislative body approves the proposed master plan.

(5) Upon final adoption of the master plan, the secretary of the planning commission shall submit, in the
manner provided in section 39(3), copies of the adopted master plan to the same entities to which copies of
the proposed master plan were required to be submitted under section 41(2).

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

***** 125.3845.new THIS NEW SECTION IS EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 ***** 

125.3845.new Extension, addition, revision, or other amendment to master plan; adoption;
procedures; review and findings.
Sec. 45. (1) An extension, addition, revision, or other amendment to a master plan shall be adopted by

following the procedure under sections 39, 41, and 43, subject to all of the following:
(a) Any of the following amendments to a master plan may be made without following the procedure under

sections 39, 41, and 43:
(i) A grammatical, typographical, or similar editorial change.
(ii) A title change.
(iii) A change to conform to an adopted plat.
(b) Subject to subdivision (a), the review period provided for in section 41(3) shall be 42 days instead of 63

days.
(c) When a planning commission sends notice to an entity under section 39(2) that it intends to prepare a

subplan, the notice may indicate that the local unit of government intends not to provide that entity with
further notices of or copies of proposed or final subplans otherwise required to be submitted to that entity
under section 39, 41, or 43. Unless the entity responds that it chooses to receive notice of subplans, the local
unit of government is not required to provide further notice of subplans to that entity.

(2) At least every 5 years after adoption of a master plan, a planning commission shall review the master
plan and determine whether to commence the procedure to amend the master plan or adopt a new master plan.
The review and its findings shall be recorded in the minutes of the relevant meeting or meetings of the
planning commission.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

***** 125.3847.new THIS NEW SECTION IS EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 ***** 

125.3847.new Part of county master plan covering incorporated area; adoption by
appropriate city or village required; exception.
Sec. 47. (1) Subject to subsection (2), a part of a county master plan covering an incorporated area within

the county shall not be recognized as the official master plan or part of the official master plan for that area
unless adopted by the appropriate city or village in the manner prescribed by this act.

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply if the incorporated area is subject to county zoning pursuant to the
Michigan zoning enabling act, 2006 PA 110, MCL 125.3101 to 125.3702, and a contract under the urban
cooperation act, 1967 (Ex Sess) PA 7, MCL 124.501 to 124.512, or 1967 (Ex Sess) PA 8, MCL 124.531 to
124.536.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

***** 125.3849.new THIS NEW SECTION IS EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 ***** 
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125.3849.new City or village planning department; authority to submit proposed master plan,
or proposed extension, addition, revision, or other amendment.
Sec. 49. (1) This act does not alter the authority of a planning department of a city or village created by

charter to submit a proposed master plan, or a proposed extension, addition, revision, or other amendment to a
master plan, to the planning commission, whether directly or indirectly as provided by charter.

(2) Subsection (1) notwithstanding, a planning commission described in subsection (1) shall comply with
the requirements of this act.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

***** 125.3851.new THIS NEW SECTION IS EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 ***** 

125.3851.new Public interest and understanding; promotion.
Sec. 51. (1) To promote public interest in and understanding of the master plan, a planning commission

may publish and distribute copies of the master plan or of any report, and employ other means of publicity
and education.

(2) A planning commission shall consult with and advise public officials and agencies, public utility
companies, civic, educational, professional, and other organizations, and citizens concerning the promotion or
implementation of the master plan.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

ARTICLE IV.
SPECIAL PROVISIONS, INCLUDING CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AND SUBDIVISION REVIEW

***** 125.3861.new THIS NEW SECTION IS EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 ***** 

125.3861.new Construction of certain projects in area covered by municipal master plan;
approval; initiation of work on project; requirements; report and advice.
Sec. 61. (1) A street; square, park, playground, public way, ground, or other open space; or public building

or other structure shall not be constructed or authorized for construction in an area covered by a municipal
master plan unless the location, character, and extent of the street, public way, open space, structure, or utility
have been submitted to the planning commission by the legislative body or other body having jurisdiction
over the authorization or financing of the project and has been approved by the planning commission. The
planning commission shall submit its reasons for approval or disapproval to the body having jurisdiction. If
the planning commission disapproves, the body having jurisdiction may overrule the planning commission by
a vote of not less than 2/3 of its entire membership for a township that on the enactment date of this act had a
planning commission created under former 1931 PA 285, or for a city or village, or by a vote of not less than
a majority of its membership for any other township. If the planning commission fails to act within 35 days
after submission of the proposal to the planning commission, the project shall be considered to be approved
by the planning commission.

(2) Following adoption of the county plan or any part of a county plan and the certification by the county
planning commission to the county board of commissioners of a copy of the plan, work shall not be initiated
on any project involving the expenditure of money by a county board, department, or agency for the
acquisition of land, the erection of structures, or the extension, construction, or improvement of any physical
facility by any county board, department, or agency unless a full description of the project, including, but not
limited to, its proposed location and extent, has been submitted to the county planning commission and the
report and advice of the planning commission on the proposal have been received by the county board of
commissioners and by the county board, department, or agency submitting the proposal. However, work on
the project may proceed if the planning commission fails to provide in writing its report and advice upon the
proposal within 35 days after the proposal is filed with the planning commission. The planning commission
shall provide copies of the report and advice to the county board, department, or agency sponsoring the
proposal.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

***** 125.3863.new THIS NEW SECTION IS EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 ***** 

125.3863.new Approval of construction project before effective date of act; rescission of
authorization; failure of planning commission to act within certain period of time.
Sec. 63. If the opening, widening, or extension of a street, or the acquisition or enlargement of any square,

park, playground, or other open space has been approved by a township planning commission that was
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created before the effective date of this act under former 1931 PA 285 or by a city or village planning
commission and authorized by the legislative body as provided under section 61, the legislative body shall not
rescind its authorization unless the matter has been resubmitted to the planning commission and the rescission
has been approved by the planning commission. The planning commission shall hold a public hearing on the
matter. The planning commission shall submit its reasons for approval or disapproval of the rescission to the
legislative body. If the planning commission disapproves the rescission, the legislative body may overrule the
planning commission by a vote of not less than 2/3 of its entire membership. If the planning commission fails
to act within 63 days after submission of the proposed rescission to the planning commission, the proposed
rescission shall be considered to be approved by the planning commission.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

***** 125.3865.new THIS NEW SECTION IS EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 ***** 

125.3865.new Capital improvements program of public structures and improvements;
preparation; basis.
Sec. 65. (1) To further the desirable future development of the local unit of government under the master

plan, a planning commission, after adoption of a master plan, shall annually prepare a capital improvements
program of public structures and improvements, unless the planning commission is exempted from this
requirement by charter or otherwise. If the planning commission is exempted, the legislative body either shall
prepare and adopt a capital improvements program, separate from or as a part of the annual budget, or shall
delegate the preparation of the capital improvements program to the chief elected official or a nonelected
administrative official, subject to final approval by the legislative body. The capital improvements program
shall show those public structures and improvements, in the general order of their priority, that in the
commission's judgment will be needed or desirable and can be undertaken within the ensuing 6-year period.
The capital improvements program shall be based upon the requirements of the local unit of government for
all types of public structures and improvements. Consequently, each agency or department of the local unit of
government with authority for public structures or improvements shall upon request furnish the planning
commission with lists, plans, and estimates of time and cost of those public structures and improvements.

(2) Any township may prepare and adopt a capital improvement program. However, subsection (1) is only
mandatory for a township if the township, alone or jointly with 1 or more other local units of government,
owns or operates a water supply or sewage disposal system.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

***** 125.3867.new THIS NEW SECTION IS EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 ***** 

125.3867.new Programs for public structures and improvements; recommendations.
Sec. 67. A planning commission may recommend to the appropriate public officials programs for public

structures and improvements and for the financing thereof, regardless of whether the planning commission is
exempted from the requirement to prepare a capital improvements program under section 65.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

***** 125.3869.new THIS NEW SECTION IS EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 ***** 

125.3869.new Copy of zoning ordinance and amendments; request by county planning
commission for submission by municipal planning commission.
Sec. 69. If a municipal planning commission has zoning duties pursuant to section 83 and the municipality

has adopted a zoning ordinance, the county planning commission, if any, may, by first-class mail or personal
delivery, request the municipal planning commission to submit to the county planning commission a copy of
the zoning ordinance and any amendments. The municipal planning commission shall submit the requested
documents to the county planning commission within 63 days after the request is received and shall submit
any future amendments to the zoning ordinance within 63 days after the amendments are adopted. The
municipal planning commission may submit a zoning ordinance or amendment under this subsection
electronically.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

***** 125.3871.new THIS NEW SECTION IS EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 ***** 

125.3871.new Recommendations for ordinances or rules governing subdivision of land;
public hearing; notice; action on proposed plat; approval, approval with conditions, or
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disapproval by planning commission; approval of plat as amendment to master plan.
Sec. 71. (1) A planning commission may recommend to the legislative body provisions of an ordinance or

rules governing the subdivision of land authorized under section 105 of the land division act, 1967 PA 288,
MCL 560.105. If a township is subject to county zoning consistent with section 209 of the Michigan zoning
enabling act, 2006 PA 110, MCL 125.3209, or a city or village is subject to county zoning pursuant to the
Michigan zoning enabling act, 2006 PA 110, MCL 125.3101 to 125.3702, and a contract under the urban
cooperation act of 1967, 1967 (Ex Sess) PA 7, MCL 124.501 to 124.512, or 1967 (Ex Sess) PA 8, MCL
124.531 to 124.536, the county planning commission may recommend to the legislative body of the
municipality provisions of an ordinance or rules governing the subdivision of land authorized under section
105 of the land division act, 1967 PA 288, MCL 560.105. A planning commission may proceed under this
subsection on its own initiative or upon request of the appropriate legislative body.

(2) Recommendations for a subdivision ordinance or rule may address plat design, including the proper
arrangement of streets in relation to other existing or planned streets and to the master plan; adequate and
convenient open spaces for traffic, utilities, access of firefighting apparatus, recreation, light, and air; and the
avoidance of congestion of population, including minimum width and area of lots. The recommendations may
also address the extent to which streets shall be graded and improved and to which water and sewer and other
utility mains, piping, or other facilities shall be installed as a condition precedent to the approval of a plat.

(3) Before recommending an ordinance or rule described in subsection (1), the planning commission shall
hold a public hearing on the proposed ordinance or rule. The planning commission shall give notice of the
time and place of the public hearing not less than 15 days before the hearing by publication in a newspaper of
general circulation within the local unit of government.

(4) If a municipality has adopted a master plan or master street plan, the planning commission of that
municipality shall review and make recommendations on plats before action thereon by the legislative body
under section 112 of the land division act, 1967 PA 288, MCL 560.112. If a township is subject to county
zoning consistent with section 209 of the Michigan zoning enabling act, 2006 PA 110, MCL 125.3209, or a
city or village is subject to county zoning pursuant to the Michigan zoning enabling act, 2006 PA 110, MCL
125.3101 to 125.3702, and a contract under the urban cooperation act of 1967, 1967 (Ex Sess) PA 7, MCL
124.501 to 124.512, or 1967 (Ex Sess) PA 8, MCL 124.531 to 124.536, and the municipality has adopted a
master plan or master street plan, the county planning commission shall also review and make
recommendations on plats before action thereon by the legislative body of the municipality under section 112
of the land division act, 1967 PA 288, MCL 560.112.

(5) A planning commission shall not take action on a proposed plat without affording an opportunity for a
public hearing thereon. A plat submitted to the planning commission shall contain the name and address of
the proprietor or other person to whom notice of a hearing shall be sent. Not less than 15 days before the date
of the hearing, notice of the date, time, and place of the hearing shall be sent to that person at that address by
mail and shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the municipality. Similar notice shall be
mailed to the owners of land immediately adjoining the proposed platted land.

(6) A planning commission shall recommend approval, approval with conditions, or disapproval of a plat
within 63 days after the plat is submitted to the planning commission. If applicable standards under the land
division act, 1967 PA 288, MCL 560.101 to 560.293, and an ordinance or published rules governing the
subdivision of land authorized under section 105 of that act, MCL 560.105, are met, the planning commission
shall recommend approval of the plat. If the planning commission fails to act within the required period, the
plat shall be considered to have been recommended for approval, and a certificate to that effect shall be issued
by the planning commission upon request of the proprietor. However, the proprietor may waive this
requirement and consent to an extension of the 63-day period. The grounds for any recommendation of
disapproval of a plat shall be stated upon the records of the planning commission.

(7) A plat approved by a municipality and recorded under section 172 of the land division act, 1967 PA
288, MCL 560.172, shall be considered to be an amendment to the master plan and a part thereof. Approval of
a plat by a municipality does not constitute or effect an acceptance by the public of any street or other open
space shown upon the plat.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

ARTICLE V.
TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS AND REPEALER

***** 125.3881.new THIS NEW SECTION IS EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 ***** 

Rendered Wednesday, April 02, 2008 Page 13 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 52 of 2008

 Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov



125.3881.new Plan adopted or amended under planning act repealed under MCL 125.3885;
effect; city or home rule village charter provision creating planning commission or
ordinance implementing provision before effective date of act; ordinance creating
planning commission under former law; ordinance or rules governing subdivision of land.
Sec. 81. (1) Unless rescinded by the local unit of government, any plan adopted or amended under a

planning act repealed under section 85 need not be readopted under this act but continues in effect as a master
plan under this act, regardless of whether it is entitled a master plan, basic plan, county plan, development
plan, guide plan, land use plan, municipal plan, township plan, plan, or any other term. This includes, but is
not limited to, a plan prepared by a planning commission and adopted before the effective date of this act to
satisfy the requirements of section 1 of the former city and village zoning act, 1921 PA 207, section 3 of the
former township zoning act, 1943 PA 184, section 3 of the former county zoning act, 1943 PA 183, or section
203(1) of the Michigan zoning enabling act, 2006 PA 110, MCL 125.3203. The master plan is subject to the
requirements of this act, including, but not limited to, the requirement for periodic review under section 45(2)
and the amendment procedures set forth in this act. However, the master plan is not subject to the
requirements of section 33 until it is first amended under this act.

(2) Unless repealed, a city or home rule village charter provision creating a planning commission before
the effective date of this act and any ordinance adopted before the effective date of this act implementing that
charter provision continues in effect under this act, and the planning commission need not be newly created
by an ordinance adopted under this act. However, both of the following apply:

(a) The legislative body may by ordinance increase the powers and duties of the planning commission to
correspond with the powers and duties of a planning commission created under this act. Provisions of this act
regarding planning commission powers and duties do not otherwise apply to a planning commission created
by charter before the effective date of this act and provisions of this act regarding planning commission
membership, appointment, and organization do not apply to such a planning commission. All other provisions
of this act, including, but not limited to, provisions regarding planning commission selection of officers,
meetings, rules, records, appointment of employees, contracts for services, and expenditures, do apply to such
a planning commission.

(b) The legislative body shall amend any ordinance adopted before the effective date of this act to
implement the charter provision, or repeal the ordinance and adopt a new ordinance, to fully conform to the
requirements of this act made applicable by subdivision (a), by the earlier of the following dates:

(i) The date when an amendatory or new ordinance is first adopted under this act for any purpose.
(ii) July 1, 2011.
(3) Unless repealed, an ordinance creating a planning commission under former 1931 PA 285 or former

1945 PA 282 or a resolution creating a planning commission under former 1959 PA 168 continues in effect
under this act, and the planning commission need not be newly created by an ordinance adopted under this
act. However, all of the following apply:

(a) Beginning on the effective date of this act, the duties of the planning commission are subject to the
requirements of this act.

(b) The legislative body shall amend the ordinance, or repeal the ordinance or resolution and adopt a new
ordinance, to fully conform to the requirements of this act by the earlier of the following dates:

(i) The date when an amendatory or new ordinance is first adopted under this act for any purpose.
(ii) July 1, 2011.
(c) An ordinance adopted under subdivision (b) is not subject to referendum.
(4) Unless repealed or rescinded by the legislative body, an ordinance or published rules governing the

subdivision of land authorized under section 105 of the land division act, 1967 PA 288, MCL 560.105, need
not be readopted under this act or amended to comply with this act but continue in effect under this act.
However, if amended, the ordinance or published rules shall be amended under the procedures of this act.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

***** 125.3883.new THIS NEW SECTION IS EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 ***** 

125.3883.new Transfer of powers, duties, and records.
Sec. 83. (1) If, on the effective date of this act, a planning commission had the powers and duties of a

zoning board or zoning commission under the former city and village zoning act, 1921 PA 207, the former
county zoning act, 1943 PA 183, or the former township zoning act, 1943 PA 184, and under the Michigan
zoning enabling act, 2006 PA 110, MCL 125.3101 to 125.3702, the planning commission may continue to
exercise those powers and duties without amendment of the ordinance, resolution, or charter provision that
created the planning commission.
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(2) If, on the effective date of this act, a local unit of government had a planning commission without
zoning authority created under former 1931 PA 285, former 1945 PA 282, or former 1959 PA 168, the
legislative body may by amendment to the ordinance creating the planning commission, or, if the planning
commission was created by resolution, may by resolution, transfer to the planning commission all the powers
and duties provided to a zoning board or zoning commission created under the Michigan zoning enabling act,
2006 PA 110, MCL 125.3101 to 125.3702. If an existing zoning board or zoning commission in the local unit
of government is nearing the completion of its draft zoning ordinance, the legislative body shall postpone the
transfer of the zoning board's or zoning commission's powers, duties, and records until the completion of the
draft zoning ordinance, but is not required to postpone the transfer more than 1 year.

(3) If, on or after the effective date of this act, a planning commission is created in a local unit of
government that has had a zoning board or zoning commission since before the effective date of this act, the
legislative body shall transfer all the powers, duties, and records of the zoning board or zoning commission to
the planning commission before July 1, 2011. If the existing zoning board or zoning commission is nearing
the completion of its draft zoning ordinance, the legislative body may, by resolution, postpone the transfer of
the zoning board's or zoning commission's powers, duties, and records until the completion of the draft
zoning ordinance, but not later than until 1 year after creation of the planning commission or July 1, 2011,
whichever comes first.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

***** 125.3885.new THIS NEW SECTION IS EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 ***** 

125.3885.new Repeal of certain acts.
Sec. 85. (1) The following acts are repealed:
(a) 1931 PA 285, MCL 125.31 to 125.45.
(b) 1945 PA 282, MCL 125.101 to 125.115.
(c) 1959 PA 168, MCL 125.321 to 125.333.
(2) Any plan adopted or amended under an act repealed under subsection (1) is subject to section 81(1).
History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.
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OPEN MEETINGS ACT
Act 267 of 1976

AN ACT to require certain meetings of certain public bodies to be open to the public; to require notice and the
keeping of minutes of meetings; to provide for enforcement; to provide for invalidation of governmental decisions
under certain circumstances; to provide penalties; and to repeal certain acts and parts of acts.

History: 1976, Act 267, Eff. Mar. 31, 1977.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

15.261   Short title; effect of act on certain charter provisions, ordinances, or resolutions.
Sec. 1.  (1)  This act shall be known and may be cited as the “Open meetings act”. 
(2)  This act shall supersede all local charter provisions, ordinances, or resolutions which relate to requirements

for meetings of local public bodies to be open to the public.
(3)  After the effective date of this act, nothing in this act shall prohibit a public body from adopting an ordinance,

resolution, rule, or charter provision which would require a greater degree of openness relative to meetings of
public bodies than the standards provided for in this act.

History: 1976, Act 267, Eff. Mar. 31, 1977.

15.262   Definitions.
Sec. 2.  As used in this act:
(a)  “Public body” means any state or local legislative or governing body, including a board, commission,

committee, subcommittee, authority, or council, that is empowered by state constitution, statute, charter, ordinance,
resolution, or rule to exercise governmental or proprietary authority or perform a governmental or proprietary
function; a lessee of such a body performing an essential public purpose and function pursuant to the lease
agreement; or the board of a nonprofit corporation formed by a city under section 4o of the home rule city act, 1909
PA 279, MCL 117.4o.

(b)  “Meeting” means the convening of a public body at which a quorum is present for the purpose of deliberating
toward or rendering a decision on a public policy, or any meeting of the board of a nonprofit corporation formed by
a city under section 4o of the home rule city act, 1909 PA 279, MCL 117.4o.

(c)  “Closed session” means a meeting or part of a meeting of a public body that is closed to the public.
(d)  “Decision” means a determination, action, vote, or disposition upon a motion, proposal, recommendation,

resolution, order, ordinance, bill, or measure on which a vote by members of a public body is required and by which
a public body effectuates or formulates public policy.

History: 1976, Act 267, Eff. Mar. 31, 1977;—Am. 2001, Act 38, Imd. Eff. July 11, 2001.

15.263   Meetings, decisions, and deliberations of public body; requirements; attending or
addressing meeting of public body; tape-recording, videotaping, broadcasting, and telecasting
proceedings; rules and regulations; exclusion from meeting; exemptions.
Sec. 3.  (1)  All meetings of a public body shall be open to the public and shall be held in a place available to the

general public. All persons shall be permitted to attend any meeting except as otherwise provided in this act. The
right of a person to attend a meeting of a public body includes the right to tape-record, to videotape, to broadcast
live on radio, and to telecast live on television the proceedings of a public body at a public meeting. The exercise of
this right shall not be dependent upon the prior approval of the public body. However, a public body may establish
reasonable rules and regulations in order to minimize the possibility of disrupting the meeting.

(2)  All decisions of a public body shall be made at a meeting open to the public.
(3)  All deliberations of a public body constituting a quorum of its members shall take place at a meeting open to

the public except as provided in this section and sections 7 and 8.
(4)  A person shall not be required as a condition of attendance at a meeting of a public body to register or

otherwise provide his or her name or other information or otherwise to fulfill a condition precedent to attendance.
(5)  A person shall be permitted to address a meeting of a public body under rules established and recorded by the

public body. The legislature or a house of the legislature may provide by rule that the right to address may be
limited to prescribed times at hearings and committee meetings only.
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(6)  A person shall not be excluded from a meeting otherwise open to the public except for a breach of the peace
actually committed at the meeting.

(7)  This act does not apply to the following public bodies only when deliberating the merits of a case:
(a)  The worker's compensation appeal board created under the worker's disability compensation act of 1969, Act

No. 317 of the Public Acts of 1969, as amended, being sections 418.101 to 418.941 of the Michigan Compiled
Laws. 

(b)  The employment security board of review created under the Michigan employment security act, Act No. 1 of
the Public Acts of the Extra Session of 1936, as amended, being sections 421.1 to 421.73 of the Michigan Compiled
Laws.

(c)  The state tenure commission created under Act No. 4 of the Public Acts of the Extra Session of 1937, as
amended, being sections 38.71 to 38.191 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, when acting as a board of review from
the decision of a controlling board. 

(d)  An arbitrator or arbitration panel appointed by the employment relations commission under the authority
given the commission by Act No. 176 of the Public Acts of 1939, as amended, being sections 423.1 to 423.30 of the
Michigan Compiled Laws.

(e)  An arbitration panel selected under chapter 50A of the revised judicature act of 1961, Act No. 236 of the
Public Acts of 1961, being sections 600.5040 to 600.5065 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. 

(f)  The Michigan public service commission created under Act No. 3 of the Public Acts of 1939, being sections
460.1 to 460.8 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(8)  This act does not apply to an association of insurers created under the insurance code of 1956, Act No. 218 of
the Public Acts of 1956, being sections 500.100 to 500.8302 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, or other association
or facility formed under Act No. 218 of the Public Acts of 1956 as a nonprofit organization of insurer members.

(9)  This act does not apply to a committee of a public body which adopts a nonpolicymaking resolution of tribute
or memorial which resolution is not adopted at a meeting. 

(10)  This act does not apply to a meeting which is a social or chance gathering or conference not designed to
avoid this act.

(11)  This act shall not apply to the Michigan veterans' trust fund board of trustees or a county or district
committee created under Act No. 9 of the Public Acts of the first extra session of 1946, being sections 35.601 to
35.610 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, when the board of trustees or county or district committee is deliberating
the merits of an emergent need. A decision of the board of trustees or county or district committee made under this
subsection shall be reconsidered by the board or committee at its next regular or special meeting consistent with the
requirements of this act. “Emergent need” means a situation which the board of trustees, by rules promulgated
under the administrative procedures act of 1969, Act No. 306 of the Public Acts of 1969, as amended, being
sections 24.201 to 24.328 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, determines requires immediate action. 

History: 1976, Act 267, Eff. Mar. 31, 1977;—Am. 1981, Act 161, Imd. Eff. Nov. 30, 1981;—Am. 1986, Act 269, Imd. Eff. Dec. 19,
1986;—Am. 1988, Act 158, Imd. Eff. June 14, 1988;—Am. 1988, Act 278, Imd. Eff. July 27, 1988.

Administrative rules: R 35.621 of the Michigan Administrative Code.

15.264   Public notice of meetings generally; contents; places of posting.
Sec. 4.  The following provisions shall apply with respect to public notice of meetings: 
(a)  A public notice shall always contain the name of the public body to which the notice applies, its telephone

number if one exists, and its address.
(b)  A public notice for a public body shall always be posted at its principal office and any other locations

considered appropriate by the public body. Cable television may also be utilized for purposes of posting public
notice. 

(c)  If a public body is a part of a state department, part of the legislative or judicial branch of state government,
part of an institution of higher education, or part of a political subdivision or school district, a public notice shall
also be posted in the respective principal office of the state department, the institution of higher education, clerk of
the house of representatives, secretary of the state senate, clerk of the supreme court, or political subdivision or
school district.

(d)  If a public body does not have a principal office, the required public notice for a local public body shall be
posted in the office of the county clerk in which the public body serves and the required public notice for a state
public body shall be posted in the office of the secretary of state.

History: 1976, Act 267, Eff. Mar. 31, 1977;—Am. 1984, Act 87, Imd. Eff. Apr. 19, 1984.
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15.265   Public notice of regular meetings, change in schedule of regular meetings, rescheduled
regular meetings, or special meetings; time for posting; statement of date, time, and place;
applicability of subsection (4); recess or adjournment; emergency sessions; meeting in
residential dwelling; notice.
Sec. 5.  (1)  A meeting of a public body shall not be held unless public notice is given as provided in this section

by a person designated by the public body.
(2)  For regular meetings of a public body, there shall be posted within 10 days after the first meeting of the public

body in each calendar or fiscal year a public notice stating the dates, times, and places of its regular meetings. 
(3)  If there is a change in the schedule of regular meetings of a public body, there shall be posted within 3 days

after the meeting at which the change is made, a public notice stating the new dates, times, and places of its regular
meetings. 

(4)  Except as provided in this subsection or in subsection (6), for a rescheduled regular or a special meeting of a
public body, a public notice stating the date, time, and place of the meeting shall be posted at least 18 hours before
the meeting. The requirement of 18-hour notice shall not apply to special meetings of subcommittees of a public
body or conference committees of the state legislature. A conference committee shall give a 6-hour notice. A
second conference committee shall give a 1-hour notice. Notice of a conference committee meeting shall include
written notice to each member of the conference committee and the majority and minority leader of each house
indicating time and place of the meeting. This subsection does not apply to a public meeting held pursuant to
section 4(2) to (5) of Act No. 239 of the Public Acts of 1955, as amended, being section 200.304 of the Michigan
Compiled Laws.

(5)  A meeting of a public body which is recessed for more than 36 hours shall be reconvened only after public
notice, which is equivalent to that required under subsection (4), has been posted. If either house of the state
legislature is adjourned or recessed for less than 18 hours, the notice provisions of subsection (4) are not applicable.
Nothing in this section shall bar a public body from meeting in emergency session in the event of a severe and
imminent threat to the health, safety, or welfare of the public when 2/3 of the members serving on the body decide
that delay would be detrimental to efforts to lessen or respond to the threat.

(6)  A meeting of a public body may only take place in a residential dwelling if a nonresidential building within
the boundary of the local governmental unit or school system is not available without cost to the public body. For a
meeting of a public body which is held in a residential dwelling, notice of the meeting shall be published as a
display advertisement in a newspaper of general circulation in the city or township in which the meeting is to be
held. The notice shall be published not less than 2 days before the day on which the meeting is held, and shall state
the date, time, and place of the meeting. The notice, which shall be at the bottom of the display advertisement and
which shall be set off in a conspicuous manner, shall include the following language: “This meeting is open to all
members of the public under Michigan's open meetings act”.

History: 1976, Act 267, Eff. Mar. 31, 1977;—Am. 1978, Act 256, Imd. Eff. June 21, 1978;—Am. 1982, Act 134, Imd. Eff. Apr. 22,
1982;—Am. 1984, Act 167, Imd. Eff. June 29, 1984.

15.266   Providing copies of public notice on written request; fee.
Sec. 6.  (1)  Upon the written request of an individual, organization, firm, or corporation, and upon the requesting

party's payment of a yearly fee of not more than the reasonable estimated cost for printing and postage of such
notices, a public body shall send to the requesting party by first class mail a copy of any notice required to be
posted pursuant to section 5(2) to (5).

(2)  Upon written request, a public body, at the same time a public notice of a meeting is posted pursuant to
section 5, shall provide a copy of the public notice of that meeting to any newspaper published in the state and to
any radio and television station located in the state, free of charge.

History: 1976, Act 267, Eff. Mar. 31, 1977.

15.267    Closed sessions; roll call vote; separate set of minutes. 
Sec. 7.  (1)  A 2/3 roll call vote of members elected or appointed and serving is required to call a closed session,

except for the closed sessions permitted under section 8(a), (b), (c), (g), (i), and (j). The roll call vote and the
purpose or purposes for calling the closed session shall be entered into the minutes of the meeting at which the vote
is taken.

(2)  A separate set of minutes shall be taken by the clerk or the designated secretary of the public body at the
closed session. These minutes shall be retained by the clerk of the public body, are not available to the public, and
shall only be disclosed if required by a civil action filed under section 10, 11, or 13. These minutes may be
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destroyed 1 year and 1 day after approval of the minutes of the regular meeting at which the closed session was
approved.

History: 1976, Act 267, Eff. Mar. 31, 1977;—Am. 1993, Act 81, Eff. Apr. 1, 1994;—Am. 1996, Act 464, Imd. Eff. Dec. 26, 1996.

15.268    Closed sessions; permissible purposes.
Sec. 8.  A public body may meet in a closed session only for the following purposes:
(a)  To consider the dismissal, suspension, or disciplining of, or to hear complaints or charges brought against, or

to consider a periodic personnel evaluation of, a public officer, employee, staff member, or individual agent, if the
named person requests a closed hearing. A person requesting a closed hearing may rescind the request at any time,
in which case the matter at issue shall be considered after the rescission only in open sessions.

(b)  To consider the dismissal, suspension, or disciplining of a student if the public body is part of the school
district, intermediate school district, or institution of higher education that the student is attending, and if the student
or the student's parent or guardian requests a closed hearing.

(c)  For strategy and negotiation sessions connected with the negotiation of a collective bargaining agreement if
either negotiating party requests a closed hearing.

(d)  To consider the purchase or lease of real property up to the time an option to purchase or lease that real
property is obtained.

(e)  To consult with its attorney regarding trial or settlement strategy in connection with specific pending
litigation, but only if an open meeting would have a detrimental financial effect on the litigating or settlement
position of the public body. 

(f)  To review and consider the contents of an application for employment or appointment to a public office if the
candidate requests that the application remain confidential. However, except as otherwise provided in this
subdivision, all interviews by a public body for employment or appointment to a public office shall be held in an
open meeting pursuant to this act. This subdivision does not apply to a public office described in subdivision (j).

(g)  Partisan caucuses of members of the state legislature.
(h)  To consider material exempt from discussion or disclosure by state or federal statute. 
(i)  For a compliance conference conducted by the department of commerce under section 16231 of the public

health code, Act No. 368 of the Public Acts of 1978, being section 333.16231 of the Michigan Compiled Laws,
before a complaint is issued. 

(j)  In the process of searching for and selecting a president of an institution of higher education established under
section 4, 5, or 6 of article VIII of the state constitution of 1963, to review the specific contents of an application, to
conduct an interview with a candidate, or to discuss the specific qualifications of a candidate if the particular
process of searching for and selecting a president of an institution of higher education meets all of the following
requirements:

(i) The search committee in the process, appointed by the governing board, consists of at least 1 student of the
institution, 1 faculty member of the institution, 1 administrator of the institution, 1 alumnus of the institution, and 1
representative of the general public. The search committee also may include 1 or more members of the governing
board of the institution, but the number shall not constitute a quorum of the governing board. However, the search
committee shall not be constituted in such a way that any 1 of the groups described in this subparagraph constitutes
a majority of the search committee.

(ii) After the search committee recommends the 5 final candidates, the governing board does not take a vote on a
final selection for the president until at least 30 days after the 5 final candidates have been publicly identified by the
search committee.

(iii) The deliberations and vote of the governing board of the institution on selecting the president take place in an
open session of the governing board.

History: 1976, Act 267, Eff. Mar. 31, 1977;—Am. 1984, Act 202, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1984;—Am. 1993, Act 81, Eff. Apr. 1, 1994;—Am. 1996,
Act 464, Imd. Eff. Dec. 26, 1996.

15.269   Minutes generally.
Sec. 9.  (1)  Each public body shall keep minutes of each meeting showing the date, time, place, members present,

members absent, any decisions made at a meeting open to the public, and the purpose or purposes for which a
closed session is held. The minutes shall include all roll call votes taken at the meeting. Corrections in the minutes
shall be made not later than the next meeting after the meeting to which the minutes refer. Corrected minutes shall
be available no later than the next subsequent meeting after correction. The corrected minutes shall show both the
original entry and the correction. 
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(2)  Minutes shall be public records open to public inspection and shall be available at the address designated on
posted public notices pursuant to section 4. Copies of the minutes shall be available to the public at the reasonable
estimated cost for printing and copying.

(3)  Proposed minutes shall be available for public inspection not more than 8 business days after the meeting to
which the minutes refer. Approved minutes shall be available for public inspection not later than 5 business days
after the meeting at which the minutes are approved by the public body.

History: 1976, Act 267, Eff. Mar. 31, 1977;—Am. 1982, Act 130, Imd. Eff. Apr. 20, 1982.

15.270   Decisions of public body; presumption; civil action to invalidate; jurisdiction; venue;
reenactment of disputed decision.
Sec. 10.  (1)   Decisions of a public body shall be presumed to have been adopted in compliance with the

requirements of this act. The attorney general, the prosecuting attorney of the county in which the public body
serves, or any person may commence a civil action in the circuit court to challenge the validity of a decision of a
public body made in violation of this act.

(2)  A decision made by a public body may be invalidated if the public body has not complied with the
requirements of section 3(1), (2), and (3) in making the decision or if failure to give notice in accordance with
section 5 has interfered with substantial compliance with section 3(1), (2), and (3) and the court finds that the
noncompliance or failure has impaired the rights of the public under this act.

(3)  The circuit court shall not have jurisdiction to invalidate a decision of a public body for a violation of this act
unless an action is commenced pursuant to this section within the following specified period of time:

(a)  Within 60 days after the approved minutes are made available to the public by the public body except as
otherwise provided in subdivision (b).

(b)  If the decision involves the approval of contracts, the receipt or acceptance of bids, the making of
assessments, the procedures pertaining to the issuance of bonds or other evidences of indebtedness, or the
submission of a borrowing proposal to the electors, within 30 days after the approved minutes are made available to
the public pursuant to that decision.

(4)  Venue for an action under this section shall be any county in which a local public body serves or, if the
decision of a state public body is at issue, in Ingham county.

(5)  In any case where an action has been initiated to invalidate a decision of a public body on the ground that it
was not taken in conformity with the requirements of this act, the public body may, without being deemed to make
any admission contrary to its interest, reenact the disputed decision in conformity with this act. A decision
reenacted in this manner shall be effective from the date of reenactment and shall not be declared invalid by reason
of a deficiency in the procedure used for its initial enactment.

History: 1976, Act 267, Eff. Mar. 31, 1977.

15.271   Civil action to compel compliance or enjoin noncompliance; commencement; venue;
security not required; commencement of action for mandamus; court costs and attorney fees.
Sec. 11.  (1)   If a public body is not complying with this act, the attorney general, prosecuting attorney of the

county in which the public body serves, or a person may commence a civil action to compel compliance or to enjoin
further noncompliance with this act.

(2)  An action for injunctive relief against a local public body shall be commenced in the circuit court, and venue
is proper in any county in which the public body serves. An action for an injunction against a state public body shall
be commenced in the circuit court and venue is proper in any county in which the public body has its principal
office, or in Ingham county. If a person commences an action for injunctive relief, that person shall not be required
to post security as a condition for obtaining a preliminary injunction or a temporary restraining order.

(3)  An action for mandamus against a public body under this act shall be commenced in the court of appeals.
(4)  If a public body is not complying with this act, and a person commences a civil action against the public body

for injunctive relief to compel compliance or to enjoin further noncompliance with the act and succeeds in obtaining
relief in the action, the person shall recover court costs and actual attorney fees for the action.

History: 1976, Act 267, Eff. Mar. 31, 1977.

15.272   Violation as misdemeanor; penalty. 
Sec. 12.  (1)   A public official who intentionally violates this act is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine

of not more than $1,000.00. 
(2)  A public official who is convicted of intentionally violating a provision of this act for a second time within
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the same term shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be fined not more than $2,000.00, or imprisoned for not
more than 1 year, or both.

History: 1976, Act 267, Eff. Mar. 31, 1977.

15.273   Violation; liability.
Sec. 13.  (1)   A public official who intentionally violates this act shall be personally liable in a civil action for

actual and exemplary damages of not more than $500.00 total, plus court costs and actual attorney fees to a person
or group of persons bringing the action. 

(2)  Not more than 1 action under this section shall be brought against a public official for a single meeting. An
action under this section shall be commenced within 180 days after the date of the violation which gives rise to the
cause of action.

(3)  An action for damages under this section may be joined with an action for injunctive or exemplary relief
under section 11. 

History: 1976, Act 267, Eff. Mar. 31, 1977.

 15.273a   Selection of president by governing board of higher education institution; violation; civil
fine.
Sec. 13a.  If the governing board of an institution of higher education established under section 4, 5, or 6 of article

VIII of the state constitution of 1963 violates this act with respect to the process of selecting a president of the
institution at any time after the recommendation of final candidates to the governing board, as described in section
8(j), the institution is responsible for the payment of a civil fine of not more than $500,000.00. This civil fine is in
addition to any other remedy or penalty under this act. To the extent possible, any payment of fines imposed under
this section shall be paid from funds allocated by the institution of higher education to pay for the travel and
expenses of the members of the governing board.

History: Add. 1996, Act 464, Imd. Eff. Dec. 26, 1996.

15.274   Repeal of §§ 15.251 to 15.253.
Sec. 14.   Act No. 261 of the Public Acts of 1968, being sections 15.251 to 15.253 of the Compiled Laws of 1970,

is repealed. 
History: 1976, Act 267, Eff. Mar. 31, 1977.

15.275   Effective date.
Sec. 15.  This act shall take effect January 1, 1977.
History: 1976, Act 267, Eff. Mar. 31, 1977.
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LAND DIVISION ACT
Act 288 of 1967

AN ACT to regulate the division of land; to promote the public health, safety, and general welfare; to further the
orderly layout and use of land; to require that the land be suitable for building sites and public improvements and
that there be adequate drainage of the land; to provide for proper ingress and egress to lots and parcels; to promote
proper surveying and monumenting of land subdivided and conveyed by accurate legal descriptions; to provide for
the approvals to be obtained prior to the recording and filing of plats and other land divisions; to provide for the
establishment of special assessment districts and for the imposition of special assessments to defray the cost of the
operation and maintenance of retention basins for land within a final plat; to establish the procedure for vacating,
correcting, and revising plats; to control residential building development within floodplain areas; to provide for
reserving easements for utilities in vacated streets and alleys; to provide for the filing of amended plats; to provide
for the making of assessors plats; to provide penalties for the violation of the provisions of this act; to repeal certain
parts of this act on specific dates; and to repeal acts and parts of acts.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968;—Am. 1982, Act 529, Eff. Mar. 30, 1983;—Am. 1991, Act 59, Imd. Eff. June 27, 1991;—Am.
1996, Act 591, Eff. Mar. 31, 1997.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

 
GENERAL PROVISIONS

560.101   Short title.
Sec. 101.  This act shall be known and may be cited as the “land division act”.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968;—Am. 1996, Act 591, Eff. Mar. 31, 1997.

Compiler's note: For transfer of powers and duties of the State Treasurer relative to subdivision control to the Department of Commerce, see
E.R.O. No. 1980-1, compiled at § 16.732 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

Transfer of powers: See § 16.732.
Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.102   Definitions.
Sec. 102.  As used in this act:
(a)  “Plat” means a map or chart of a subdivision of land.
(b)  “Land” means all land areas occupied by real property.
(c)  “Preliminary plat” means a map showing the salient features of a proposed subdivision submitted to an

approving authority for purposes of preliminary consideration.
(d)  “Division” means the partitioning or splitting of a parcel or tract of land by the proprietor thereof or by his or

her heirs, executors, administrators, legal representatives, successors, or assigns for the purpose of sale, or lease of
more than 1 year, or of building development that results in 1 or more parcels of less than 40 acres or the
equivalent, and that satisfies the requirements of sections 108 and 109. Division does not include a property transfer
between 2 or more adjacent parcels, if the property taken from 1 parcel is added to an adjacent parcel; and any
resulting parcel shall not be considered a building site unless the parcel conforms to the requirements of this act or
the requirements of an applicable local ordinance.

(e)  “Exempt split” means the partitioning or splitting of a parcel or tract of land by the proprietor thereof or by
his or her heirs, executors, administrators, legal representatives, successors, or assigns that does not result in 1 or
more parcels of less than 40 acres or the equivalent. For a property transfer between 2 or more adjacent parcels, if
the property taken from 1 parcel is added to an adjacent parcel, any resulting parcel shall not be considered a
building site unless the parcel conforms to the requirements of this act or the requirements of an applicable local
ordinance.

(f)  “Subdivide” or “subdivision” means the partitioning or splitting of a parcel or tract of land by the proprietor
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thereof or by his or her heirs, executors, administrators, legal representatives, successors, or assigns for the purpose
of sale, or lease of more than 1 year, or of building development that results in 1 or more parcels of less than 40
acres or the equivalent, and that is not exempted from the platting requirements of this act by sections 108 and 109.
“Subdivide” or “subdivision” does not include a property transfer between 2 or more adjacent parcels, if the
property taken from 1 parcel is added to an adjacent parcel; and any resulting parcel shall not be considered a
building site unless the parcel conforms to the requirements of this act or the requirements of an applicable local
ordinance.

(g)  “Parcel” means a continuous area or acreage of land which can be described as provided for in this act.
(h)  “Tract” means 2 or more parcels that share a common property line and are under the same ownership.
(i)  “Parent parcel” or “parent tract” means a parcel or tract, respectively, lawfully in existence on the effective

date of the amendatory act that added this subdivision.
(j)  “Accessible”, in reference to a parcel, means that the parcel meets 1 or both of the following requirements:
(i)  Has an area where a driveway provides vehicular access to an existing road or street and meets all applicable

location standards of the state transportation department or county road commission under Act No. 200 of the
Public Acts of 1969, being sections 247.321 to 247.329 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, and of the city or village,
or has an area where a driveway can provide vehicular access to an existing road or street and meet all such
applicable location standards.

(ii)  Is served by an existing easement that provides vehicular access to an existing road or street and that meets all
applicable location standards of the state transportation department or county road commission under Act No. 200
of the Public Acts of 1969 and of the city or village, or can be served by a proposed easement that will provide
vehicular access to an existing road or street and that will meet all such applicable location standards.

(k)  “Development site” means any parcel or lot on which exists or which is intended for building development
other than the following:

(i)  Agricultural use involving the production of plants and animals useful to humans, including forages and sod
crops; grains, feed crops, and field crops; dairy and dairy products; poultry and poultry products; livestock,
including breeding and grazing of cattle, swine, and similar animals; berries; herbs; flowers; seeds; grasses; nursery
stock; fruits; vegetables; Christmas trees; and other similar uses and activities.

(ii)  Forestry use involving the planting, management, or harvesting of timber. 
(l)  “Forty acres or the equivalent” means 40 acres, a quarter-quarter section containing not less than 30 acres, or a

government lot containing not less than 30 acres.
(m)  “Lot” means a measured portion of a parcel or tract of land, which is described and fixed in a recorded plat.
(n)  “Outlot”, when included within the boundary of a recorded plat, means a lot set aside for purposes other than

a development site, park, or other land dedicated to public use or reserved to private use.
(o)  “Proprietor” means a natural person, firm, association, partnership, corporation, or combination of any of

them that holds an ownership interest in land whether recorded or not.
(p)  “Governing body” means the legislative body of a city or village or the township board of a township.
(q)  “Municipality” means a township, city, or village.
(r)  “County plat board” means the register of deeds, who shall act as chairperson, the county clerk, who shall act

as secretary, and the county treasurer. If the offices of county clerk and register of deeds have been combined, the
chairperson of the board of supervisors shall be a member of the plat board and shall act as chairperson. In a county
where a board of auditors is authorized by law such board may elect to serve on the county plat board by adopting a
resolution so ordering. A copy of the recorded resolution shall be sent to the state treasurer.

(s)  “Public utility” means all persons, firms, corporations, copartnerships, or municipal or other public authority
providing gas, electricity, water, steam, telephone, sewer, or other services of a similar nature.

(t)  “Caption” means the name by which the plat is legally and commonly known.
(u)  “Replat” means the process of changing, or the map or plat which changes, the boundaries of a recorded

subdivision plat or part thereof. The legal dividing of an outlot within a recorded subdivision plat without changing
the exterior boundaries of the outlot is not a replat.

(v)  “Surveyor” means a professional surveyor licensed under article 20 of the occupational code, Act No. 299 of
the Public Acts of 1980, being sections 339.2001 to 339.2014 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(w)  “Engineer” means a civil engineer who is a professional engineer licensed under article 20 of the
occupational code, Act No. 299 of the Public Acts of 1980, being sections 339.2001 to 339.2014 of the Michigan
Compiled Laws.

(x)  “Government survey” means the land surveyed, subdivided and monumented by the United States public land
survey.
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(y)  “Michigan coordinate system” means the system defined in Act No. 9 of the Public Acts of 1964, being
sections 54.231 to 54.239 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(z)  “Alley” means a public or private right of way shown on a plat which provides secondary access to a lot,
block, or parcel of land.

(aa)  “Health department” means the department of environmental quality, a city health department, a county
health department, or a district health department, whichever has jurisdiction.

(bb)  “Public sewer” means a sewerage system as defined in section 4101 of part 41 (sewerage systems) of the
natural resources and environmental protection act, Act No. 451 of the Public Acts of 1994, being section 324.4101
of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(cc)  “Public water” means a system of pipes and structures through which water is obtained and distributed to the
public, including wells and well structures, intakes, and cribs, pumping stations, treatment plants, reservoirs, storage
tanks and appurtenances, collectively or severally, actually used or intended for use for the purpose of furnishing
water to the public for household or drinking purposes.

(dd)  “Topographical map” means a map showing existing physical characteristics, with contour lines at sufficient
intervals to permit determination of proposed grades and drainage.

(ee)  “Flood plain” means that area of land adjoining the channel of a river, stream, water course, lake, or other
similar body of water which will be inundated by a flood which can reasonably be expected for that region.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968;—Am. 1990, Act 156, Imd. Eff. June 28, 1990;—Am. 1996, Act 78, Imd. Eff. Feb. 27, 1996;—Am.
1996, Act 591, Eff. Mar. 31, 1997.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.103   Subdivisions of land; surveys and plats, requirements.
Sec. 103.  (1)   An exempt split is not subject to approval under this act so long as the resulting parcels are

accessible. A division is not subject to the platting requirements of this act but subject to the requirements of
sections 108 and 109. A subdivision is subject to the platting requirements of this act.

(2)  Plats of retracement or boundary surveys made by a department or agency of the United States or of
state-owned lands made by a department or agency of the state for the retracement and division of public lands
according to the survey instructions issued by the United States department of the interior may be recorded with the
register of deeds of the county in which the lands represented on the plats are situated and need not otherwise
comply with this act, except that plat size shall be as provided in section 132.

(3)  A survey and plat shall be made when any amendment, correction, alteration or revision of a recorded plat is
ordered by a circuit court.

(4)  Urban renewal plats authorized by the governing body of a municipality as provided in Act No. 344 of the
Public Acts of 1945, being sections 125.71 to 125.84 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, shall conform to this act.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968;—Am. 1996, Act 591, Eff. Mar. 31, 1997.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.104   Replats; requirements; vacation of original plat.
Sec. 104.  A replat of all or any part of a recorded subdivision plat may not be approved or recorded unless proper

court action has been taken to vacate the original plat or the specific part thereof, with the following exceptions:
(a)  When all the owners of lots which are to be part of the replat agree in writing thereto and record the

agreement with the register of deeds, and proof that notice to the abutting property owners has been given by
certified mail and the governing body of the municipality in which the land included in the recorded plat is situated,
has adopted a resolution or other legislative enactment vacating all areas dedicated to public use within the
proposed replat.

(b)  Assessors plats made, approved and recorded as provided for in sections 201 to 213.
(c)  Urban renewal plats authorized by the governing body of a municipality, as provided in Act No. 344 of the

Public Acts of 1945, as amended. Roads, streets, alleys and other public places shall be vacated in accordance with
the provisions of law.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968;—Am. 1969, Act 308, Imd. Eff. Aug. 14, 1969.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.105   Preliminary or final plat; approval; conditions.
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Sec. 105.  Approval of a preliminary plat, or final plat shall be conditioned upon compliance with all of the
following:

(a)  The provisions of this act.
(b)  Any ordinance or published rules of a municipality or county adopted to carry out the provisions of this act.
(c)  Any published rules of a county drain commissioner, county road commission, or county plat board adopted

to carry out the provisions of this act.
(d)  The rules of the state transportation department relating to provisions for the safety of entrance upon and

departure from the abutting state trunk line highways or connecting streets and relating to the provisions of drainage
as required by the department's then currently published standards and specifications.

(e)  The rules of the department of consumer and industry services for the approval of plats, including forms,
certificates of approval, and other required certificates, captioning of plats, and numbering of lots.

(f)  The rules of the department of environmental quality for the determination and establishment of floodplain
areas of rivers, streams, creeks, or lakes, as provided in this act, as published in the state administrative code.

(g)  The rules of the department of environmental quality relating to suitability of groundwater for on-site water
supply for subdivisions not served by public water or to suitability of soils for subdivisions not served by public
sewers. The department of environmental quality may authorize a city, county, or district health department to carry
out the provisions of this act and rules promulgated under this act relating to suitability of groundwater for
subdivisions not served by public water or relating to suitability of soils for subdivisions not served by public
sewers. The department of environmental quality may require percolation tests and boring tests to determine
suitability of soils. When such tests are required, they shall be conducted under the supervision of a registered
engineer, registered land surveyor, or registered sanitarian in accordance with uniform procedures established by
the department of environmental quality.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968;—Am. 1996, Act 591, Eff. Mar. 31, 1997;—Am. 1997, Act 87, Imd. Eff. July 28, 1997.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control
Administrative rules: R 560.101 et seq. and R 560.401 et seq. of the Michigan Administrative Code.

560.106   Approving authorities; limitation on powers of approval or rejection.
Sec. 106.  No approving authority or agency having the power to approve or reject plats shall condition approval

upon compliance with, or base a rejection upon, any requirement other than those included in section 105.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.107   Preliminary plat; submission, discretion.
Sec. 107.  (1)  Nothing contained in this act shall prohibit a proprietor from submitting a prepreliminary plat to a

governing body for the proprietors information and review. 
(2)  Nothing contained in this act shall allow a municipality, county, or state agency to require an approval of a

preliminary plat or plan other than those provided for in sections 112 to 120.
History: Add. 1969, Act 308, Imd. Eff. Aug. 14, 1969.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.108   Parent parcel or parent tract; number of parcels resulting from division; limitations;
requirements.
Sec. 108.  (1)  A division is not subject to the platting requirements of this act.
(2)  Subject to subsection (3), the division, together with any previous divisions of the same parent parcel or

parent tract, shall result in a number of parcels not more than the sum of the following, as applicable:
(a)  For the first 10 acres or fraction thereof in the parent parcel or parent tract, 4 parcels.
(b)  For each whole 10 acres in excess of the first 10 acres in the parent parcel or parent tract, 1 additional parcel,

for up to a maximum of 11 additional parcels.
(c)  For each whole 40 acres in excess of the first 120 acres in the parent parcel or parent tract, 1 additional parcel.
(3)  For a parent parcel or parent tract of not less than 20 acres, the division may result in a total of 2 parcels in

addition to those permitted by subsection (2) if 1 or both of the following apply:
(a)  Because of the establishment of 1 or more new roads, no new driveway accesses to an existing public road for

any of the resulting parcels under subsection (2) or this subsection are created or required.
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(b)  One of the resulting parcels under subsection (2) and this subsection comprises not less than 60% of the area
of the parent parcel or parent tract.

(4)  A parcel of 40 acres or more created by the division of a parent parcel or parent tract shall not be counted
toward the number of parcels permitted under subsections (2) and (3) and is not subject to section 109, if the parcel
is accessible.

(5)  A parcel or tract created by an exempt split or a division is not a new parent parcel or parent tract and may be
further partitioned or split without being subject to the platting requirements of this act if all of the following
requirements are met:

(a)  Not less than 10 years have elapsed since the parcel or tract was recorded.
(b)  The partitioning or splitting results in not more than the following number of parcels, whichever is less:
(i)  Two parcels for the first 10 acres or fraction thereof in the parcel or tract plus 1 additional parcel for each

whole 10 acres in excess of the first 10 acres in the parcel or tract. 
(ii)  Seven parcels or 10 parcels if one of the resulting parcels under this subsection comprises not less than 60%

of the area of the parcel or tract being partitioned or split. 
(c)  The partitioning or splitting satisfies the requirements of section 109.
(6)  A parcel or tract created under the provisions of subsection (5) may not be further partitioned or split without

being subject to the platting requirements of this act, except in accordance with the provisions of subsection (5).
History: Add. 1996, Act 591, Eff. Mar. 31, 1997.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.109   Approval or disapproval of proposed division; requirements; exemption from platting
requirements; notice of transfer; form; sale of unplatted land; statement contained in deed;
ordinance; approval not determination of compliance.
Sec. 109.  (1)  A municipality shall approve or disapprove a proposed division within 45 days after the filing of a

complete application for the proposed division with the assessor or other municipally designated official. However,
a municipality with a population of 2,500 or less may enter into an agreement with a county to transfer to the
county authority to approve or disapprove a division. An application is complete if it contains information
necessary to ascertain whether the requirements of section 108 and this section are met. The assessor or other
municipally designated official, or the county official, having authority to approve or disapprove a proposed
division, shall provide the person who filed the application written notice whether the application is approved or
disapproved and, if disapproved, all the reasons for disapproval. A complete application for a proposed division
shall be approved if, in addition to the requirements of section 108, all of the following requirements are met:

(a)  Each resulting parcel has an adequate and accurate legal description and is included in a tentative parcel map
showing area, parcel lines, public utility easements, accessibility, and other requirements of this section and section
108. The tentative parcel map shall be a scale drawing showing the approximate dimensions of the parcels.

(b)  Each resulting parcel has a depth of not more than 4 times the width or, if an ordinance referred to in
subsection (5) requires a smaller depth to width ratio, a depth to width ratio as required by the ordinance. The
municipality or county having authority to review proposed divisions may allow a greater depth to width ratio than
that otherwise required by this subdivision or an ordinance referred to in subsection (5). The greater depth to width
ratio shall be based on standards set forth in the ordinance referred to in subsection (5). The standards may include,
but are not required to include and need not be limited to, exceptional topographic or physical conditions with
respect to the parcel and compatibility with surrounding lands. The depth to width ratio requirements of this
subdivision do not apply to a parcel larger than 10 acres, unless an ordinance referred to in subsection (5) provides
otherwise, and do not apply to the remainder of the parent parcel or parent tract retained by the proprietor.

(c)  Each resulting parcel has a width not less than that required by an ordinance referred to in subsection (5).
(d)  Each resulting parcel has an area not less than that required by an ordinance referred to in subsection (5).
(e)  Each resulting parcel is accessible.
(f)  The division meets all of the requirements of section 108.
(g)  Each resulting parcel that is a development site has adequate easements for public utilities from the parcel to

existing public utility facilities.
(2)  The right to make divisions exempt from the platting requirements of this act under section 108 and this

section can be transferred, but only from a parent parcel or parent tract to a parcel created from that parent parcel or
parent tract. A proprietor transferring the right to make a division pursuant to this subsection shall within 45 days
give written notice of the transfer to the assessor of the city or township where the property is located on the form
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prescribed by the state tax commission under section 27a of the general property tax act, 1893 PA 206, MCL
211.27a. The state tax commission shall revise the form to include substantially the following questions in the
mandatory information portion of the form:

(a)  “Did the parent parcel or parent tract have any unallocated divisions under the land division act, 1967 PA 288,
MCL 560.101 to 560.293? If so, how many?”

(b)  “Were any unallocated divisions transferred to the newly created parcel? If so, how many?”
(3)  A person shall not sell a parcel of unplatted land unless the deed contains a statement as to whether the right

to make further divisions exempt from the platting requirements of this act under this section and section 108 is
proposed to be conveyed. The statement shall be in substantially the following form: “The grantor grants to the
grantee the right to make [insert number] division(s) under section 108 of the land division act, Act No. 288 of the
Public Acts of 1967.” In the absence of a statement conforming to the requirements of this subsection, the right to
make divisions under section 108(2), (3), and (4) stays with the remainder of the parent tract or parent parcel
retained by the grantor.

(4)  All deeds for parcels of unplatted land within the state of Michigan after the effective date of this act shall
contain the following statement: “This property may be located within the vicinity of farm land or a farm operation.
Generally accepted agricultural and management practices which may generate noise, dust, odors, and other
associated conditions may be used and are protected by the Michigan right to farm act.”.

(5)  The governing body of a municipality or the county board of commissioners of a county having authority to
approve or disapprove a division may adopt an ordinance setting forth the standards in section 109(1)(b), (c), and
(d). The ordinance may establish a fee for reviews under this section and section 108. The fee shall not exceed the
reasonable costs of providing the services for which the fee is charged.

(6)  Approval of a division is not a determination that the resulting parcels comply with other ordinances or
regulations.

History: Add. 1996, Act 591, Eff. Mar. 31, 1997;—Am. 1997, Act 87, Imd. Eff. July 28, 1997.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.109a   Parcel less than 1 acre.
Sec. 109a.  (1)  If a parcel resulting from a division is less than 1 acre in size, a building permit shall not be issued

for the parcel unless the parcel has all of the following:
(a)  Public water or city, county, or district health department approval for the suitability of an on-site water

supply under the same standards as set forth for lots under rules described in section 105(g).
(b)  Public sewer or city, county, or district health department approval for on-site sewage disposal under the

health department standards as set forth for lots under rules described in section 105(g).
(2)  The municipality or county approving a proposed division resulting in a parcel less than 1 acre in size and its

officers and employees are not liable if a building permit is not issued for the parcel for the reasons set forth in this
section. A notice of approval of a proposed division resulting in a parcel of less than 1 acre in size shall include a
statement to this effect.

(3)  A city, county, or district health department may adopt by regulation a fee for services provided under this
section. The fees shall not exceed the reasonable costs of providing the services for which the fees are charged.

History: Add. 1997, Act 87, Imd. Eff. July 28, 1997.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.109b   Parcels of 20 or more acres.
Sec. 109b.  (1)  An exempt split or other partitioning or splitting of a parcel or tract that only results in parcels of

20 acres or more in size is not subject to approval under this act if the parcel or tract is not accessible and 1 of the
following applies:

(a)  The parcel or tract was in existence on March 31, 1997.
(b)  The parcel or tract resulted from an exempt split or other partitioning or splitting under this section.
(2)  The proprietor shall provide the purchaser of a parcel resulting from an exempt split or other partitioning or

splitting under subsection (1) with the following written statement before closing:
“This parcel is not accessible as defined in the land division act, 1967 PA 288, MCL 560.101 to 560.293.”.
History: Add. 1997, Act 87, Imd. Eff. July 28, 1997.

Popular name: Plat Act
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Popular name: Subdivision Control

 
PRELIMINARY PLATS

560.111   Preliminary plat; specifications, requirements.
Sec. 111.  (1)  Before making or submitting a final plat for approval, the proprietor shall make a preliminary plat

and submit copies to authorities as provided in sections 111 to 119. A preliminary plat shall show the name,
location and position of the subdivision and the subdivision plan and layout in sufficient detail on a topographic
map to enable a determination of whether the subdivision meets requirements for lots, streets, roads and highways
including drainage and floodplains.

(2)  The preliminary plat shall be drawn to a scale of not more than 200 feet to 1 inch and may be an original
drawing or reproduction, on unbacked paper. It shall contain proper identification of the parcel of land to be
divided, the name of the plat and proposed division of the land, the name and address of the proprietor and the
name, address and seal of the surveyor who prepared it, all legibly printed or typewritten. Additional preliminary
land development plans may be made by other qualified persons to assist approving authorities to visualize the type
and scope of the development planned.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.112   Preliminary plat; tentative approval; time limit, extension.
Sec. 112.  (1)  The proprietor shall submit 4 but not more than 10 copies of the preliminary plat and other data to

the clerk of the municipality.
(2)  The governing body, within 90 days from the date of filing, shall tentatively approve and note its approval on

the copy of the preliminary plat to be returned to the proprietor, or set forth in writing its reasons for rejection and
requirements for tentative approval.

(3)  The governing body may require the submission of other related data as it deems necessary, if the
requirement for such data has previously been adopted and published.

(4)  Tentative approval under this section shall confer upon the proprietor for a period of 1 year from date,
approval of lot sizes, lot orientation and street layout. Such tentative approval may be extended if applied for by the
proprietor and granted by the governing body in writing.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.113   Preliminary plat; county road commissioner's approval or rejection.
Sec. 113.  (1)  The proprietor shall submit 3 copies of the preliminary plat to the engineer or chairman of the

county road commission if the proposed subdivision includes or abuts roads under the commission's jurisdiction.
(2)  The county road commission may also require to be submitted with the preliminary plat a topographic map

showing direction of drainage and proposed widths of roads under its jurisdiction or to come under its jurisdiction
and private roads in unincorporated areas.

(3)  The county road commission, within 30 days of receipt of the preliminary plat, shall approve it and note its
approval on the copy to be returned to the proprietor, or reject it. If rejected, the reasons for rejection and
requirements for approval shall be given the proprietor in writing.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.114   Preliminary plat; county drain commissioner's approval or rejection.
Sec. 114.  (1)  The proprietor shall submit 3 copies of the preliminary plat to the county drain commissioner, if

there is a county drain commissioner. 
(2)  The county drain commissioner or governing body, if there is no drain commissioner, may require a

topographic map showing direction of storm water drainage both within the lands proposed to be subdivided and
from the land as subdivided.
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(3)  The county drain commissioner or governing body, within 30 days of receipt of the preliminary plat, shall
approve it and note its approval on the copy to be returned to the proprietor, or reject it. If rejected, the reasons for
rejection and requirements for approval shall be given the proprietor in writing.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.115   Preliminary plat; state highways department's approval or rejection.
Sec. 115.  (1)  The proprietor shall submit 3 copies of the preliminary plat to the department of state highways, if

any of the proposed subdivision includes or abuts a state trunk line highway, or includes streets or roads that
connect with or lie within the right of way of state trunk line highways.

(2)  The department of state highways, within 30 days of receipt of the preliminary plat, shall approve it and note
its approval on the copy to be returned to the proprietor, or reject it. If rejected, the reasons for rejection and
requirements for approval shall be given the proprietor in writing.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.116   Preliminary plat; conservation department's approval or rejection.
Sec. 116.  (1)  The proprietor shall submit 2 copies of the preliminary plat to the conservation department for

information purposes, if the land proposed to be subdivided abuts a lake or stream, or abuts an existing or proposed
channel or lagoon affording access to a lake or stream where public rights may be affected.

(2)  The department, within 30 days of receipt of the preliminary plat, shall place the proprietor, the governing
body of the municipality and the county plat board on notice in writing if it approves or has any objections or may
furnish such information to each as may be helpful or necessary in its opinion to adequately plan the development
and secure approval of the final plat.

(3)  Copies of such letters shall be sent to the state treasurer.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.117   Preliminary plat; approval or rejection; fees; disposition of fees.
Sec. 117.  (1)  The proprietor shall submit 2 copies of the preliminary plat to the department of environmental

quality, if any of the subdivision lies wholly or in part within the floodplain of a river, stream, creek, or lake. The
department of environmental quality, within 30 days of receipt of the preliminary plat, shall approve it and note its
approval on the copy to be returned to the proprietor, or reject it. If the department of environmental quality rejects
the preliminary plat, the department shall give the reasons for rejection and requirements for approval in writing to
the proprietor. The determination of a floodplain area shall be based on rules specified in section 105(f).

(2)  The preliminary plat submittal to the department of environmental quality under subsection (1) shall be
accompanied by a fee of $500.00 to cover the administrative cost of the department's preliminary plat review. If the
department of environmental quality determines that engineering computations are required to establish the limits of
the floodplain on a preliminary plat, the department shall assess an additional fee of $1,500.00 to cover the
department's cost of establishing those limits.

(3)  The department of environmental quality shall forward fees collected under this section to the state treasurer
for deposit in the land and water management permit fee fund created in section 30113 of the natural resources and
environmental protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.30113.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968;—Am. 1993, Act 150, Eff. Sept. 30, 1993;—Am. 1995, Act 172, Imd. Eff. Oct. 9, 1995;—Am.
1998, Act 549, Imd. Eff. Jan. 20, 1999.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.118   Preliminary plat; health department's approval or rejection.
Sec. 118.  (1)  The proprietor shall submit 3 copies of the preliminary plat to the health department having

jurisdiction, if public water and public sewers are not available and accessible to the land proposed to be
subdivided.

(2)  The health department, within 30 days of receipt of the preliminary plat, shall approve it and note its approval
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on the copy to be returned to the proprietor or reject all or such portion of the proposed subdivision that is not
suitable. If rejected, it shall give its reasons for rejection and requirements for approval to the proprietor and
governing body in writing.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968;—Am. 1969, Act 308, Imd. Eff. Aug. 14, 1969.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.119   Preliminary plat; submission to county plat board and public utilities.
Sec. 119.  The proprietor shall submit 2 copies of the preliminary plat to the county plat board and to the public

utilities serving the area for informational purposes.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.120   Final approval; proprietor's rights; procedure.
Sec. 120.  (1)  Final approval of the preliminary plat approval under this section shall confer upon the proprietor

for a period of 2 years from date of approval, the conditional right that the general terms and conditions under
which preliminary approval was granted will not be changed. The 2-year period may be extended if applied for by
the proprietor and granted by the governing body in writing. Written notice of the extension shall be sent by the
governing body to the other approving authorities. The proprietor shall:

(a)  Submit a preliminary plat to all authorities as required by sections 112 to 119.
(b)  Submit a list of all such authorities to the clerk of the governing body of the municipality, certifying that the

list shows all authorities as required by sections 112 to 119.
(c)  Submit all approved copies to the clerk of the governing body, after all necessary approvals have been

secured.
(2)  The governing body of the municipality, after receipt of the necessary approved copies of the preliminary

plat, shall:
(a)  Consider and review the preliminary plat at its next meeting, or within 20 days from the date of submission,

and approve it if the proprietor has met all conditions laid down for approval of the preliminary plat.
(b)  Instruct the clerk to promptly notify the proprietor of approval or rejection in writing, and if rejected to give

the reasons.
(c)  Instruct the clerk to note all proceedings in the minutes of the meeting which minutes shall be open for

inspection.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968;—Am. 1969, Act 308, Imd. Eff. Aug. 14, 1969.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

 
SURVEYS

560.125   Survey requirements; monuments.
Sec. 125.  (1)  For every subdivision of land there shall be a survey complying with the requirements of this

section and section 126.
(2)  Monuments shall be located in the ground and made according to the following requirements, but it is not

intended or required that monuments be placed within the traveled portion of a street to mark angles in the
boundary of the subdivision if the angle points can be readily reestablished by reference to monuments along the
sidelines of the streets.

(3)  All monuments used shall be made of solid iron or steel bars at least 1/2 inch in diameter and 36 inches long
and completely encased in concrete at least 4 inches in diameter.

(4)  Monuments shall be located in the ground at all angles in the boundaries of the subdivision; at the intersection
lines of streets and at the intersection of the lines of streets with the boundaries of the plat and at the intersection of
alleys with the boundaries of the subdivision; at all points of curvature, points of tangency, points of compound
curvature, points of reverse curvature and angle points in the side lines of streets and alleys; and at all angles of an
intermediate traverse line.

(5)  If the required location of monument is in an inaccessible place, or where the locating of a monument would
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be clearly impracticable, it is sufficient to place a reference monument nearby and the precise location thereof be
clearly indicated on the plat and referenced to the true point.

(6)  If a point required to be monumented is on a bedrock outcropping, a steel rod, at least 1/2 inch in diameter
shall be drilled and grouted into solid rock to a depth of at least 8 inches.

(7)  All required monuments shall be placed flush with the ground where practicable.
(8)  All lot corners shall be monumented in the field by iron or steel bars or iron pipes at least 18 inches long and

1/2 inch in diameter, or other approved markers.
(9)  The governing body of the municipality may waive the placing of any of the required monuments and

markers for a reasonable time, not to exceed one year, on condition that the proprietor deposits with the clerk of the
municipality cash or a certified check, or irrevocable bank letter of credit running to the municipality, whichever the
proprietor selects, in an amount not less than $25.00 per monument and not less than $100.00 in total, except that
lot corner markers shall be at the rate of not less than $10.00 per marker. Such cash, certified check or irrevocable
bank letter of credit shall be returned to the proprietor upon receipt of a certificate by a surveyor that the
monuments and markers have been placed as required within the time specified. If the proprietor defaults the
governing body shall promptly require a surveyor to locate the monuments and markers in the ground as certified
on the plat, at a cost not to exceed the amount of the security deposited and shall pay the surveyor.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.126   Survey accuracy.
Sec. 126.  (1)  The survey of all subdivisions shall be performed by a surveyor.
(2)  The relative error of closure of the surveyed land shall be less than the ratio of 1 part in 5,000.
(3)  Bearings shall be expressed in relation to the true meridian, or a previously established meridian or bearing

and a statement by the surveyor on the plat stating the source of information in obtaining the bearings outlined.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

 
FINAL PLATS

560.131   General survey requirements; date of expiration of approval.
Sec. 131.  (1)  Following final approval of the preliminary plat by the governing body, the proprietor shall cause a

survey and 5 true plats thereof to be made by a surveyor. 
(2)  All approvals made on the preliminary plat shall expire as provided in section 120.
(3)  A final plat shall not be accepted after the date of expiration of the preliminary plat approval.
(4)  A final plat received by the state treasurer more than 1 year following the date of approval of the city or

county treasurer shall be returned to the treasurer who shall make a new certificate currently dated, relative to paid
or unpaid taxes, special assessments and tax liens or titles.

(5)  All final plats of subdivided land shall comply with the provisions of sections 131 to 151.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.132   Plats; specifications.
Sec. 132.  All plats shall be legibly prepared according to the following general requirements:
(a)  On 1 or more sheets, 18 inches wide by 24 inches long in size, leaving a 1 1/2 inch binding margin and a 1/2

inch margin on all other sides.
(b)  Of an approved material, according to published specifications of the department of the treasury.
(c)  Drawn or printed with nonfading black ink true to an adequate and plainly readable scale of not more than

100 feet to an inch.
(d)  The name of the plat shall not duplicate the name of any plat previously recorded in the same county unless it

is an addition contiguous to the same, or which is a part of the same previously approved preliminary plat under
section 120. The first subdivision bearing the name may be designated as number 1, and all additions to it shall be
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consecutively numbered, beginning with number 2.
(e)  Lots shall be numbered consecutively beginning with lot number 1 in the first subdivision bearing the name

and continuing in consecutive order throughout the several additions.
(f)  A north point shall be properly located thereon.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968;—Am. 1969, Act 308, Imd. Eff. Aug. 14, 1969.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.133   Final plat; caption.
Sec. 133.  The caption of the final plat shall be printed at the top of the plat in large, bold letters, and shall

include:
(a)  Name of the plat.
(b)  Part of section, number of section, town and range, municipality and county.
(c)  If a private claim, the number of the claim and the municipality in which the land is situated.
(d)  If a tract of land that is not a section or part of a section, the name by which the tract is legally known and the

town and range and municipality in which the land is situated.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.134   Final plat; description of land.
Sec. 134.  There shall be typewritten or printed on the final plat, a full and detailed description of the land

embraced in the subdivision by distances and bearings. The description shall also include:
(a)  The caption of the plat.
(b)  If a private claim, the number of the claim and the municipality in which the land is situated.
(c)  If a tract of land that is not a section or part of a section, the name by which the tract is legally known and the

town and range and the municipality in which it is situated.
(d)  The name of the original plat and any part of it replatted.
(e)  A description by distances and bearings of each excepted parcel.
(f)  The number of lots, the number of outlots and the number of private parks.
(g)  The intermediate traverse line, if one is required on the plat.
(h)  The area within the existing right of way of any abutting street, county road or state trunk line highway, if

such area has not previously been dedicated to public use and if it is the proprietor's land.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.135   Map and engineering requirements.
Sec. 135.  The map of the subdivision, as drawn on the final plat shall comply with sections 135 to 141. It shall

contain sufficient information to completely define, for the purpose of a resurvey, the location of any boundary,
corner or angle point within the plat. All land lying within the boundaries of the plat shall be shown thereon in such
a manner that title to the area may be clearly established as to whether dedicated to public use or reserved to private
use.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.136   Final plat; exterior boundaries; requirements, specifications.
Sec. 136.  The exterior boundaries of the subdivision as drawn on the plat shall include and correctly show:
(a)  The land surveyed and divided, with reference to a corner or corners established in the government survey

and indicated by distances and bearings. The Michigan coordinate system may also be used for referencing such
government survey points.

(b)  The exact length and bearings thereof.
(c)  Where the exterior boundary lines show bearings and distances which vary from those recorded in abutting

plats the following note shall be placed along such lines, “recorded as (show recorded bearing or distance or both)”.
(d)  The area within the existing right of way of any abutting street, county road or state trunk line highway, if
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such area has not previously been dedicated to public use and if it is the proprietor's land.
(e)  When the subdivision is bounded by an irregular shoreline of a body of water, the bearings and distances of a

closing intermediate traverse, extending across the plat so that it intersects the sidelines of the shore lots; the
dimensions of the sidelines of the shore lots from the street line to the traverse line, and the distance from the
traverse line to the water's edge as found at the time of the survey; distances along the traverse line between its
intersections with the sidelines of the lots; the location of monuments at all angle points of the intermediate
traverse. All lots extending to the water's edge shall be noted accordingly on the plat. If the proprietor intends to
retain possession of the area between the intermediate traverse and the water's edge, a statement to that effect shall
be noted on the plat.

(f)  The location of all boundary monuments established in the field in their proper places.
(g)  When any part of the land being subdivided is not included in the government survey, boundaries shall be

indicated by distances and bearings and related to a government survey corner or if in a private claim, to a private
claim corner.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.137   Final plat; public and private grounds, streets, roads and alleys.
Sec. 137.  All public or private grounds, streets, roads and alleys included in the plat shall be shown as follows:
(a)  All public or private commons, parks and other grounds except streets and alleys, by their boundaries,

bearings and distances and names.
(b)  All streets and roads by their bearings, widths and names.
(c)  All streets, roads or alleys not dedicated to public use shall be marked “private” and named.
(d)  All curved portions of streets, roads or alleys shall be defined by curve data including points of curvature,

points of tangency, points of compound curvature, radii of curves, central angles and the length and bearing of its
long chord.

(e)  Curve data may be shown by a curve data chart or table.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.138   Final plat; flood plains.
Sec. 138.  When any part of a subdivision lies within or abuts a floodplain area, the plat shall include and show

the following:
(a)  The floodplain shall be shown within a contour line, established by the water resources commission,

department of conservation.
(b)  The contour line shall intersect the side lines of the lots.
(c)  The sidelines shall be dimensioned to the traverse line from the street line and the established floodplain

(contour) line.
(d)  The floodplain area shall be clearly labeled on the plat with the words “floodplain area”.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.139   Public utilities; easements.
Sec. 139.  All public utility easements included in the plat shall be shown as follows:
(a)  By their widths and relationship to the lot or street lines.
(b)  As at least 12 feet wide where the rear lines of lots are contiguous.
(c)  As at least 6 feet wide if a lot has no adjoining subdivisions.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.140   Lots and outlots; description.
Sec. 140.  All lots and outlots included in the plat shall be shown as follows:
(a)  All lots numbered consecutively.
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(b)  All outlots lettered in alphabetical order.
(c)  The length and bearing of each side lot line.
(d)  The bearing of each front and rear lot line, except as otherwise provided in this section.
(e)  A note showing the front line of any lot fronting on 2 or more streets or a body of water except for lots served

by public sewers and public water or available and accessible thereto.
(f)  The bearings and depths at each end of a tier of lots comprised of rectangles or parallelograms.
(g)  The width of lots at each end of a series of lots when the front and back lines are parallel. The intermediate

lots may be marked with dittos.
(h)  The distance at the time of the survey from the traverse line to the water's edge.
(i)  All curved boundaries shall be shown by curve data as required for public grounds, streets, roads and alleys in

section 137.
(j)  If a replat, outlines, numbers and other identification of lots of the previous survey shall be shown by dashed

lines, figures or letters.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.141   Improvements.
Sec. 141.  When the plat includes or abuts certain improvements other than streets, alleys, roads or highways,

such as county drains, lagoons, slips, waterways, lakes, bays or canals, which connect with or are proposed to
connect with or enlarge public waters, the included or abutting portions of such proposed improvement shall be
shown on the plat.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.142   Certificate required for recording.
Sec. 142.  To entitle a final plat to be recorded, the following certificates, in the form prescribed by the state

treasurer, lettered or printed legibly with black, durable ink or typed legibly with black ribbon shall appear on it and
the certificates shall contain the statements and information and shall be signed and dated as prescribed in sections
141 to 150:

(a)  A surveyor's certificate of compliance with the statute.
(b)  A certificate of the proprietor submitting the plat.
(c)  A certificate of taxes by the treasurer of the county in which the plat is situated, as required by section 135 of

Act No. 206 of the Public Acts of 1893, as amended.
(d)  A certificate of taxes signed by the treasurer of the municipality in which the plat is located if the

municipality does not return delinquent taxes to the state treasurer, as required by section 135 of Act No. 206 of the
Public Acts of 1893, as amended.

(e)  A certificate of approval of the county drain commissioner, if there is a county drain commissioner.
(f)  A certificate of approval of the board of county road commissioners, if public streets and roads shown on the

plat are under its jurisdiction or to come under its jurisdiction and if any private streets or roads shown on the plat
are in an unincorporated area.

(g)  A certificate of approval of the governing body of the municipality. The certificate of the governing body of
the municipality may not be placed on the plat unless the proprietor has deposited with the clerk both the filing and
recording fee required by section 241 and the fee permitted by section 246 by the municipality for review and
approval of a plat.

(h)  A certificate of approval of the county plat board. The certificate may not be placed on the plat unless the
filing and recording fee required by section 241 has been received by the clerk of the county plat board.

(i)  A certificate of approval of the state highway commission when the subdivision includes or abuts state trunk
line highways.

(j)  A certificate of approval of the state treasurer. The certificate of the state treasurer may not be placed on the
plat unless the portion of the filing and recording fee due the state as provided by section 241 has been received by
him.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968;—Am. 1969, Act 308, Imd. Eff. Aug. 14, 1969.

Popular name: Plat Act
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Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.143   Surveyor's certificate.
Sec. 143.  The certificate of the surveyor who surveyed, divided and mapped the land; and if a firm of surveyors

also by a partner or principal officer, shall give the following information, which shall have the same force and
effect as an affidavit:

(a)  By whose direction he made the survey, subdivision and plat of the land described on the plat.
(b)  A statement that the plat is a correct representation of all the exterior boundaries of the land surveyed and the

subdivision of it.
(c)  A statement that he has prepared the description of the land shown on the plat and that he certifies to its

correctness.
(d)  A statement that he has caused all of the monuments shown on the plat to be located in the ground, or that the

required cash, certified check or irrevocable bank letter of credit has been deposited with the clerk of the
municipality by the proprietor.

(e)  A statement that the accuracy and closure of survey are within the limits required by section 126.
(f)  A statement that the bearings shown on the plat are expressed as required by section 126.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968;—Am. 1969, Act 308, Imd. Eff. Aug. 14, 1969.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.144   Proprietor's certificate.
Sec. 144.  (1)  The proprietor's certificate on the plat shall include the following:
(a)  The caption of the plat.
(b)  A statement that the proprietor has caused the land described on the plat to be surveyed, divided,

monumented, mapped, and dedicated as shown on the plat.
(c)  A statement that the streets, alleys, parks, and other places shown on it that are usually public are dedicated to

the use of the public.
(d)  A statement that all public utility easements are private easements and that all other easements are reserved to

the uses shown on the plat.
(e)  The name of each street, park, or other place that is usually public and that is intended to be reserved to other

than public use, and the character and purpose of that use.
(f)  A statement that the plat includes all land to the water's edge.
(2)  The proprietor's certificate shall be signed by the following, and each signature shall be acknowledged as

deeds conveying lands are required to be acknowledged:
(a)  All persons holding the title by deed of the lands.
(b)  All persons holding any other title of record.
(c)  All persons holding title as mortgagee or vendee under land contract or who are in possession but are not

renters.
(d)  The spouses of persons named in subdivisions (a), (b), and (c).
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968;—Am. 2002, Act 21, Imd. Eff. Mar. 4, 2002.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.145   County treasurer's certificate.
Sec. 145.  (1)  A certificate shall be signed and dated by the county treasurer relative to paid or unpaid taxes,

special assessments and tax liens or titles, as required by section 135 of Act No. 206 of the Public Acts of 1893, as
amended.

(2)  The certificate shall be signed and dated by the treasurer of the municipality, if the municipality does not
return delinquent taxes to the state treasurer, as required by section 135 of Act No. 206 of the Public Acts of 1893,
as amended.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968;—Am. 1969, Act 308, Imd. Eff. Aug. 14, 1969.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.146   County drain commissioner's certificate.
Sec. 146.  A certificate shall be signed and dated by the drain commissioner or where there is no drain
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commissioner, the body having jurisdiction, signifying that the provisions of section 192 have been met and that the
plat meets his approval.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.147   County road commissioner's certificate.
Sec. 147.  (1)  A certificate shall be signed by the majority of the board of county road commissioners.
(2)  The certificate shall show the date on which the board met and approved the plat and the date the certificate

was placed on the plat.
(3)  The certificate shall signify that:
(a)  The plat has been reviewed and conforms to the requirements of this act and the board's published rules and

regulations relative to streets, alleys, roads and highways under its jurisdiction.
(b)  The plat has the board's approval.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.148   Municipality governing board's certificate.
Sec. 148.  (1)  A certificate shall be signed by the clerk of the governing body of the municipality signifying the

approval of the plat by the governing body which shall show the date of the meeting at which the approval was
made and the date the certificate was signed by the clerk.

(2)  The certificate shall include a statement that the plat was reviewed by the governing body or that the review
was made in part by persons authorized by the governing body and that the plat is in conformance with all
applicable provisions of the act.

(3)  If a copy of the preliminary plat was required to be approved by the health department, a statement to the
effect that such approval was made and the name of the health department and the date of its approval shall be
included.

(4)  If the minimum lot width and area prescribed in this act has been waived and the subdivision is served by
public sewers and public water or is accessible thereto, the certificate shall so state and shall also state that the
municipality has legally adopted zoning and subdivision control ordinances which specify lot widths and areas.

(5)  If there is no county drain commissioner, a statement that the plat is in compliance with the provisions of
section 192.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.149   County plat board's certificate.
Sec. 149.  (1)  A certificate shall be signed and dated by the majority of the county plat board, signifying its

approval of the plat.
(2)  The certificate shall include a statement that the plat was reviewed for conformance to all applicable

provisions of this act by the county plat board, by the county plat engineer, or both.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.150   State highway commission's certificate.
Sec. 150.  (1)  A certificate shall be signed and dated by the state highway commission or by an official of the

department of state highways, authorized by the commission to certify its approval on plats. 
(2)  The certificate shall signify that:
(a)  The plat has been reviewed and conforms to the requirements of this act and the commission's published rules

and regulations relative to streets, roads and highways under its jurisdiction.
(b)  The plat has the commission's approval.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control
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560.151   State treasurer's certificate.
Sec. 151.  (1)  A certificate shall be signed and dated by the state treasurer, or may be signed and dated for him by

an officer of the department of treasury, if authorized by the state treasurer. 
(2)  The certificate shall signify that:
(a)  The plat conforms, in his opinion, to all of the requirements of this act and to the published rules and

regulations of the department of treasury, relative to plats.
(b)  The plat has the state treasurer's approval.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.161   Approval; general requirements.
Sec. 161.  The final plat shall be submitted in accordance with the procedure prescribed in sections 162 to 173.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.162   Drain commissioner; number of copies.
Sec. 162.  The proprietor shall submit 5 true copies of the final plat to the drain commissioner, if his approval was

required on the preliminary plat, or 6 true copies if the proprietor requests an additional copy to be returned to him.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.163   Drain commissioner; approval procedure.
Sec. 163.  Within 10 days, the drain commissioner shall:
(a)  Certify his approval on all copies of the plat and return it to the proprietor; or
(b)  Reject the plat, give his reasons in writing, and return it to the proprietor.
(c)  Send a copy of the letter of rejection to the clerk of the governing body.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.164   Board of county road commissioners; submission of plat.
Sec. 164.  When the plat has been approved by the drain commissioner, the proprietor shall submit all copies of

the plat to the board of county road commissioners, when their approval was required on the preliminary plat.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.165   Board of county road commissioners; approval procedure.
Sec. 165.  Within 15 days, a majority of the board of county road commissioners shall:
(a)  Certify their approval on all copies of the plat and return it to the proprietor; or
(b)  Reject the plat, give their reasons in writing, and return it to the proprietor.
(c)  Send a copy of the letter of rejection to the clerk of the governing body.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.166   Municipality governing body; submission of plat.
Sec. 166.  When the plat has been approved by the drain commissioner and the county road commissioners, the

proprietor shall submit all copies of the plat to the clerk of the governing body of the municipality, together with the
filing fee required by section 241.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control
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560.167   Municipality governing body; approval procedure.
Sec. 167.  At its next regular meeting, or at a meeting called within 20 days of the date of submission, the

governing body shall:
(a)  Approve the plat if it conforms to all of the provisions of this act and instruct the clerk to certify on the plat to

the governing body's approval, showing the date of the governing body's approval, the approval of the health
department, when required and the date thereof as shown on the approved preliminary plat; or

(b)  Reject the plat, instruct the clerk to give the reasons in writing as set forth in the minutes of the meeting, and
return the plat to the proprietor.

(c)  Instruct the clerk to record all proceedings in the minutes of the meeting, which shall be open for inspection.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.168   Transmission to county plat board; procedure of board.
Sec. 168.  (1)  When approved by the governing body, the clerk shall promptly forward all copies of the plat to the

clerk of the county plat board, together with the filing and recording fee. 
(2)  Within 15 days of the date of receipt of the plat, a majority of the county plat board shall:
(a)  Review the plat for conformance to all provisions of the act and certify their approval on all copies; or
(b)  Reject the plat and notify the proprietor of the reasons in writing when returning the plat, also sending a copy

of the letter to the clerk of the governing body.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.169   Forwarding approval and plat copies to state administrator.
Sec. 169.  Upon approval of the plat by a majority of the county plat board, the clerk of the board shall forward it

with all copies of the plat to the state administrator.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968;—Am. 1991, Act 59, Imd. Eff. June 27, 1991;—Am. 1993, Act 67, Imd. Eff. June 21, 1993;—Am.

1998, Act 549, Imd. Eff. Jan. 20, 1999.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.169a   Repealed. 1993, Act 67, Eff. Oct. 1, 1998.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to forwarding approved plat to state administration.
Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.170   State treasurer; procedure upon receipt of plat.
Sec. 170.  (1)  Within 15 days after receipt of the plat from the county plat board, the state treasurer shall

promptly forward the plat to the state highway commission, if the plat includes or abuts a state trunk line highway.
(2)  Within 10 days of receipt of the plat the state highway commission shall:
(a)  Certify its approval on the plat and return it to the state treasurer; or
(b)  Reject the plat and notify the proprietor directly, giving the reasons in writing, returning the plat to the state

treasurer with a copy of the letter of rejection.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.171   State treasurer; plat approval or rejection; recording.
Sec. 171.  Within 15 days after receipt of the plat, or within 25 days if the plat requires the approval of the state

highway commission, the state treasurer shall:
(a)  Review the plat and when it conforms to all of the provisions of this act, he shall approve it and send 1 copy

of the plat to the register of deeds for recording; or
(b)  Reject the plat and notify the proprietor in writing of the reasons.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control
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560.172   Register of deeds; recordings; notice to state treasurer.
Sec. 172.  Upon receipt of the plat from the state treasurer the register of deeds shall:
(a)  Certify on the plat the time of recording and the book and page where recorded. He shall not accept a plat for

recording unless it is sent to him by the state treasurer and bears his certificate of approval.
(b)  Note on the record the time when made.
(c)  Record the book and page number of any building restrictions noted on or filed with the plat.
(d)  Certify and promptly forward to the state treasurer on a form specified by him that the plat has been recorded.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.173   State treasurer; procedure following notice of recording.
Sec. 173.  When notification of recording of 1 copy of plat has been received by the state treasurer, he shall:
(a)  Transcribe the certificate of recording on all other copies.
(b)  Retain 1 copy for his files.
(c)  Mail 1 copy of the plat to the county treasurer, 1 copy to the clerk of the municipality in which the plat is

located, 1 copy to the county road commission or the city planning commission, and 1 copy to the proprietor if he
has submitted an extra copy for certification and mailing.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.181   Final plat; streets, alleys, roads and highways; general requirements.
Sec. 181.  All streets, alleys, roads and highways shown, or required to be shown on a plat shall comply with the

requirements of sections 181 to 185 as a condition of approval of the final plat.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.182   Final plat; streets, alleys and roads; municipal requirements.
Sec. 182.  (1)  The governing body of a municipality in which the subdivision is situated may require the

following as a condition of approval of final plat, for all public and private streets, alleys and roads in its
jurisdiction:

(a)  Conformance to the general plan, width and location requirements that it may have adopted and published,
and greater width than shown on a county or state plan, but may not require conformance to a municipal plan that
conflicts with a general plan adopted by the county or state for the location and width of certain streets, roads and
highways.

(b)  Proper drainage, grading and construction of approved materials of a thickness and width provided in its
current published construction standards.

(c)  Installation of bridges and culverts where it deems necessary.
(d)  Submission of complete plans for grading, drainage and construction to be prepared and sealed by a civil

engineer registered in the state.
(e)  Completion of all required improvements relative to streets, alleys and roads or a deposit by the proprietor

with the clerk of the municipality in the form of cash, a certified check or irrevocable bank letter of credit,
whichever the proprietor selects, or a surety bond acceptable to the governing body, in an amount sufficient to
insure completion within the time specified.

(2)  As a condition of approval of the plat, the governing body may require a deposit to be made in the same
manner as provided in subdivision (e) of subsection (1), to insure performance of any of the obligations of the
proprietor to make required improvements.

(3)  The governing body shall rebate to the proprietor, as the work progresses, amounts of any cash deposits equal
to the ratio of the work completed to the entire project.

(4)  The governing body shall:
(a)  Reject a plat which is isolated from or which isolates other lands from existing public streets, unless suitable

access is provided.
(b)  Reject a plat showing a street or road name duplicating one already in use in the municipality, except in

continuing a street or road.
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(c)  Reject a plat showing the name of a new street, alley or road that is so similar to the one already in existence
in the municipality that permitting such use in the subdivision may be confusing for purposes of assessing, mail
delivery and locating by the public.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.183   Final plat; highways, streets and roads; county road commission requirements.
Sec. 183.  (1)  The county road commission may require the following as a condition of approval of final plat for

all highways, streets and alleys in its jurisdiction or to come under its jurisdiction and also for all private roads in
unincorporated areas:

(a)  Conformance to the general plan, width and location requirements that the board may have adopted and
published.

(b)  Adequate provision for traffic safety in laying out drives which enter county roads and streets, as provided in
the board's current published construction standards.

(c)  Proper drainage, grading and construction of approved materials of a thickness and width provided in its
current published construction standards.

(d)  Submission of complete plans for grading, drainage and construction, to be prepared and sealed by a civil
engineer registered in the state.

(e)  Installation of bridges, culverts and drainage structures where it deems necessary.
(f)  Completion of all required improvements relative to streets, alleys and roads, or a deposit by the proprietor

with the board in the form of cash, a certified check or irrevocable bank letter of credit, whichever the proprietor
selects, or a surety bond acceptable to the board, in an amount sufficient to insure completion within the time
specified.

(2)  As a condition of approval of the final plat, the board may require a deposit to be made in the same manner as
provided in subdivision (f) of subsection (1), to insure performance of any of the obligations of the proprietor to
make required improvements.

(3)  The board shall rebate to the proprietor, as the work progresses, amounts of any cash deposits equal to the
ratio of the work completed to the entire project.

(4)  The board shall reject a final plat isolating lands from existing public streets or roads, unless suitable access is
provided, and shall also require that such access be granted by easement or dedicated to public use.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.184   State highways; dedication; other highways and streets.
Sec. 184.  (1)  The department of state highways may require, where a plat abuts a state trunk line highway, if the

existing right of way was not previously dedicated to public use or acquired in fee simple, that there be included
within the plat boundary and description the area within the existing right of way and that such area be dedicated to
public use if it is the proprietor's land. The department of state highways may also require the following as a
condition of approval for highways and streets shown on the final plat:

(a)  Conformance in width and location to the plan on file at its main and district offices for state trunk line
highways.

(b)  Adequate provision for traffic safety in laying out roads, streets and alleys which enter state trunk line
highways, as provided in the department's then currently published standards and specifications.

(c)  That those portions of connecting streets and roads within state trunk line highway right of way be graded and
surfaced in accordance with the department's then currently published standards and specifications.

(d)  Completion of all required improvements, or a deposit by the proprietor with the department in the form of
cash, a certified check or irrevocable bank letter of credit, whichever the proprietor selects, or a surety bond
acceptable to the department, in an amount sufficient to insure completion of all required improvements within the
time specified.

(2)  Following approval of the final plat, the department may require a deposit to be made in the same manner as
provided in subdivision (d) of subsection (1), to insure performance of any of the obligations of the proprietor to
make required improvements. If a cash deposit is required, the department shall rebate to the proprietor, as the work
progresses, an amount of cash equal to the ratio of the work completed to the entire project.
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History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.186   Final plat; lots and outlots; waiver; applicability of subsection (3); maintaining recorded
plat.
Sec. 186.  (1)  Except as otherwise provided in this section, as a condition of approval of the final plat, all lots and

outlots subdivided as defined in section 102 shall comply with all of the following:
(a)  Lots shall be numbered consecutively. If more than 1 subdivision is intended to be known by the same name

or caption, the lots in those subdivisions shall be numbered consecutively throughout the several subdivisions
bearing the same name.

(b)  A residential lot shall not be less than 65 feet wide at the distance of 25 feet from its front line. If a lot
diminishes in width from front to rear, it shall not be less than 65 feet wide at a distance of 50 feet from its front
line.

(c)  A residential lot shall not have an area of less than 12,000 square feet.
(d)  If required by the governing body outlots designated on the plat shall be of a size, extent, and location that

will not impair the intent of this act or any applicable municipal rules, regulations or policies for land development
adopted and published by the governing body. 

(e)  Each lot and outlot shown on a plat shall have direct access to a street or road or assured permanent access is
provided for in accordance with a local subdivision control ordinance or a zoning ordinance with subdivision
control provisions.

(2)  Minimum width and area requirements provided for in subsection (1) for residential lots may be waived in
any subdivision if connection to a public water and a public sewer system is available and accessible or if the
proprietor before approval of the plat posts security with the clerk of the municipality as provided in section 182,
and if the municipality in which the subdivision is proposed has legally adopted zoning and subdivision control
ordinances that include minimum lot width and lot area provisions for residential buildings.

(3)  The minimum width and area requirements provided for in subsection (1) for a residential lot may be waived
if all of the following requirements are met:

(a)  The residential lot has a public sewer system available and accessible and the sewer system will serve that
residential lot.

(b)  The residential lot consists of an area of not less than 7,200 square feet.
(c)  The municipality in which the subdivision is proposed has legally adopted zoning and subdivision control

ordinances that include minimum lot width and lot area provisions for residential buildings.
(d)  The ground water supply on that residential lot meets or exceeds the water supply rules of the department of

public health for subdivisions not served by public water.
(e)  Except for a plat approved pursuant to subsection (5), the plat for the proposed subdivision in which the

residential lot is located is submitted to the state for final plat approval before January 1, 1993.
(4)  Subsection (3) does not apply to a final plat approved after December 31, 1994.
(5)  Notwithstanding subsection (4), a waiver shall be granted under subsection (3) for a plat that meets the

criteria in subsection (3)(a) through (d) and is contiguous to and, since September 1, 1992 has been owned by the
same person as a plat that has received a waiver under subsection (3).

(6)  The register of deeds shall maintain the recorded plat pursuant to section 243.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968;—Am. 1969, Act 308, Imd. Eff. Aug. 14, 1969;—Am. 1992, Act 214, Imd. Eff. Oct. 9, 1992.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.188   Improvements.
Sec. 188.  (1)  If the subdivision includes or abuts certain improvements other than streets and alleys, such as

county drains, lagoons, slips, waterways, lakes, bays or canals, which connect with or are proposed to connect with
or enlarge public waters and such improvements are not in existence at the time of consideration by the governing
body of the municipality, it may require, as a condition of approval of the final plat, the proprietor to enter into an
agreement to construct such improvements within a reasonable time.

(2)  The governing body may require a cash deposit, certified check or irrevocable bank letter of credit whichever
the proprietor selects, or surety bond acceptable to the municipality, covering the estimated cost of construction, to
be deposited with the clerk of the municipality to insure the faithful performance of the agreement. Outlots or parks
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used as buffer strips, if between the boundary of the subdivision and such improvements, shall not alter the
requirements of this section.

(3)  Any municipality may provide by ordinance for the installation of other improvements in addition to those
required by this act. The governing body of the municipality, as a condition of approval of the plat, may require the
proprietor to enter into an agreement, as provided in this section.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.190   Public utility easements.
Sec. 190.  The proprietor shall provide public utility easements in accordance with the provisions of section 139.

The following shall apply to all public utility easements included in a subdivision:
(a)  Easements intended for use of public utilities shall not be deemed to be dedicated to the public but shall be

private easements for public utilities and shall be equitably shared among such utilities.
(b)  The public utilities first using an easement shall be reimbursed by later users for all rearrangement or

relocation costs.
(c)  Permanent structures may not be erected within easement limits by the owner of the fee but he shall have the

right to make any other use of the land not inconsistent with the rights of public utilities, or the other uses as noted
on the plat.

(d)  The public utilities shall have the right to trim or remove trees that interfere with their use of easements.
(e)  Nothing in this act shall be construed to limit any regulatory powers possessed by municipalities with respect

to public utilities.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.192   Storm water drainage requirements as condition of final plat approval.
Sec. 192.  The county drain commissioner or the governing body of the municipality in which the subdivision is

situated, whichever has jurisdiction, shall require the following as a condition of approval of the final plat:
(a)  That the proprietor provide for adequate storm water facilities within the lands proposed for platting and

outlets thereto.
(b)  If adequate storm water facilities within the land proposed for platting are not installed before approval of the

final plat, the proprietor shall enter into an agreement with the governing body or county drain commissioner and
shall post a cash deposit, certified check or irrevocable bank letter of credit whichever the proprietor selects, or a
surety bond acceptable to the approving authority, in an amount sufficient for the faithful performance of the
agreement. A rebate shall be made to the proprietor, as the work progresses, of amounts of any cash deposits equal
to the ratio of the work completed to the entire project.

(c)  The county drain commissioner, or where there is no drain commissioner the body having jurisdiction shall
require the proprietor at his or her expense to establish a county or intercounty drain according to the procedure
provided in Act No. 40 of the Public Acts of 1956, as amended, being sections 280.1 to 280.630 of the Michigan
Compiled Laws, if deemed necessary to insure adequate maintenance of storm water outlet facilities. 

(d)  That the proprietor provide adequate storm water retention basins where deemed necessary for all or a
specified part of the lands proposed for platting and, if approved by the municipality in which these lands are
located, that the municipality assume the cost of operation and maintenance of the retention basins.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968;—Am. 1969, Act 308, Imd. Eff. Aug. 14, 1969;—Am. 1982, Act 529, Eff. Mar. 30, 1983.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.192a   Operation and maintenance of retention basins; annual appropriation; creation of
special assessment district; establishment of boundaries; hearing on creation of district; duties
of governing body creating district; hearing on objections to cost, roll, or spreading of
assessment; manner and time assessments due, collected, and returned; notice of hearing;
exclusion.
Sec. 192a.  (1)  If approval of the final plat was conditioned pursuant to section 192 upon the operation and

maintenance of retention basins for all or a portion of the area encompassed by the final plat, the cost of which may
be defrayed by special assessments against the property benefited by the retention basins, the municipality in which
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this area is located may provide annually for the appropriation of funds for this purpose and create a special
assessment district pursuant to subsection (2).

(2)  The governing body of a municipality electing to defray the cost of operating and maintaining a retention
basin by means of a special assessment shall establish, by resolution, the boundaries of the special assessment
district and fix a day for a hearing on the question of creation of the special assessment district and on defraying the
cost of operating and maintaining a retention basin by special assessment on the property benefited thereby.

(3)  If, after the hearing conducted pursuant to subsection (2), a special assessment district is created, the
governing body creating the district shall determine the annual cost of the operation and maintenance of the
retention basin, determine the annual special assessment levy, prepare a special assessment roll, and direct the
spread of the assessment levy on all property in the district. Before approval of the special assessment roll the
governing body shall hold a hearing on objections to the cost, roll, or spreading of the special assessment on the
roll. After the hearing, the governing body, at the same or a subsequent meeting, shall confirm or amend, or revise
and then confirm, the cost projections on which the roll was developed and the spread of special assessments
pursuant to this cost, and the special assessment roll.

(4)  Special assessments imposed pursuant to this section shall become due, be collected, and be returned for
nonpayment in the same manner and at the same time as ad valorem property tax levies of the municipality
imposing the special assessment.

(5)  Notice for any hearing held or required pursuant to this act shall be given pursuant to Act No. 162 of the
Public Acts of 1962, being sections 211.741 to 211.745 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(6)  Any property encompassed by the final plat for which adequate storm water facilities have been provided or
extended to include, shall be excluded from a special assessment district created under this act.

History: Add. 1982, Act 529, Eff. Mar. 30, 1983.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.194   Flood plains; prohibit occupancy; alterations.
Sec. 194.  If any part of a proposed subdivision lies within the floodplain of a river, stream, creek or lake,

approval of the final plat shall be conditioned on the following:
(a)  No buildings for residential purposes and occupancy shall be located on any portion of a lot lying within a

floodplain, unless approved in accordance with the rules of the water resources commission of the department of
conservation.

(b)  Restrictive deed covenants shall be filed and recorded with the final plat that the floodplain area will be left
essentially in its natural state.

(c)  The natural floodplain may be altered if its original discharge capacity is preserved and the stream flow is not
revised so as to affect the riparian rights of other owners.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.196   Subdivision names; consecutive numbering of additions.
Sec. 196.  The following shall apply to all subdivisions as a condition of approval:
(a)  The name of a subdivision as included in the caption of the plat shall not use the name of a previously

recorded subdivision within the same county unless it is an addition thereto.
(b)  The first subdivision bearing the name may be numbered 1 and all additions shall be numbered consecutively

beginning with number 2.
(c)  A plat duplicating the name of any existing subdivision within the same county shall be rejected by the

governing body or county plat board.
(d)  The governing body or county plat board may also reject plats submitted with subdivision names so closely

approximating previously recorded plats that such use might easily lead to misunderstanding or confusion for
purposes such as assessment and description of land.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968;—Am. 1969, Act 308, Imd. Eff. Aug. 14, 1969.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.198   Correction of errors; surveyor's affidavit.
Sec. 198.  Subject to review and approval at a meeting of the county plat board of the county in which the
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subdivision is located, an affidavit by the surveyor who certified the plat may be recorded in the office of the
register of deeds in which the plat is recorded but only for the purpose of correcting minor and typographical errors
in distances, angles, directions, bearings, chords, lot numbers, street numbers or other details shown on a recorded
plat as follows:

(a)  The affidavit shall explain the purpose, exact nature, and details of the correction.
(b)  If the county plat board rejects the request for recording of the affidavit, it shall give its reasons in writing.
(c)  The register of deeds, after approval of the county plat board, shall note on the plat a reference to the book

and page in which the affidavit is recorded and shall send a certified copy to the state treasurer, who shall note or
reference it on his copy of the plat. The state treasurer shall send copies to all agencies which received a copy of the
plat.

(d)  A recorded affidavit, or a certified copy thereof, shall be prima facie evidence of the facts therein stated.
(e)  Affidavits of correction may not be used to change the boundaries or shape of lots, outlots or parcels of land

in a subdivision.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

 
ASSESSOR'S PLATS

560.201   Assessor's plat; compliance; conditions for ordering; resolution; report; estimated cost.
Sec. 201.  (1)  An assessor's plat shall comply with sections 201 to 213 and may be ordered if any 1 of the

following conditions exist:
(a)  When a parcel or tract of land is owned by 2 or more persons.
(b)  When the description of 1 or more of the different parcels within the area cannot be made sufficiently certain

and accurate, or are deemed excessively complicated by the governing body, for the purposes of assessment and
taxation without a survey or resurvey.

(2)  The governing body of a municipality by adoption of a resolution may cause a plat to be made for purposes
described in subsection (1) after a report from the assessor or supervisor bringing to its attention an area of land in
which the stated conditions exist. It shall include in the resolution the estimated cost assessable to each parcel of
land to be included in the plat for the purpose of immediate assessment, subject to final adjustment in accordance
with section 203.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968;—Am. 1976, Act 431, Imd. Eff. Jan. 11, 1977.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.201a   Assessor's plat; additional conditions for ordering.
Sec. 201a.  Notwithstanding the conditions specified in sections 201(1) (a) and (b), an assessor's plat, complying

with sections 201 to 213, may also be ordered if there is a person in possession under a lease agreement relating to a
parcel or tract of land and all of the following conditions are met:

(a)  There is in effect a lease which was executed prior to January 1, 1968.
(b)  The area of the land affected by the lease is smaller than the minimum lot size or configuration required by

this act, or by local ordinance, as the case may be, or if the land is of proper size and configuration but at least 75%
of the portion of the boundary not abutted by streets is abutted by lands of insufficient size or configuration.

(c)  The leasehold premises has been improved with a permanent structure.
History: Add. 1973, Act 94, Imd. Eff. Aug. 8, 1973.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.201b   Assessor's plat; additional conditions for ordering.
Sec. 201b.  Notwithstanding the conditions specified in section 201(1), an assessor's plat complying with sections

201 to 213 may also be ordered by the governing body of a municipality if all of the following conditions are met:
(a)  When a parcel or tract of land had been improved by 4 or more permanent residential structures before

January 1, 1968.
(b)  When division of the parcel or tract into lots for the purpose of selling or leasing the permanent residential
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structures thereon would result in a lot size or configuration smaller than required by this act or by local ordinance.
(c)  Each lot be serviced by a sewage disposal and water supply system approved by the local health department

having jurisdiction.
History: Add. 1976, Act 431, Imd. Eff. Jan. 11, 1977.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.202   Name and boundary description; plat made by surveyor.
Sec. 202.  (1)  The plat shall be called an assessor's plat and given a name. It shall plainly define the boundary of

each parcel, each street, alley or road and dedication to public or private use, as such, shall be evidenced by the
records of the register of deeds.

(2)  The plat shall be made by a surveyor.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.203   Assessor's plat; payment of costs and expenses; cost charged to land.
Sec. 203.  The actual and necessary costs and expenses of making assessor's plats shall be paid out of the general

fund of the city, incorporated village, or township whose governing body ordered the plat. All of the cost may be
charged to the land so platted. Of the cost charged to the land so platted, 1/2 shall be based on the proportion that
the area of each parcel bears to the total area of the plat and 1/2 shall be charged equally to each parcel included in
the assessor's plat, as a special assessment on the land, in the manner provided in Act No. 67 of the Public Acts of
1961, being sections 41.921 to 41.925 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968;—Am. 1969, Act 308, Imd. Eff. Aug. 14, 1969;—Am. 1976, Act 431, Imd. Eff. Jan. 11, 1977.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.204   Survey requirements; setting of monuments.
Sec. 204.  (1)  The surveyor making the plat shall survey and lay out the boundaries of each parcel, street, alley or

road and dedication to public or private use, according to the records of the register of deeds and whatever other
evidence that may be available to show the intent of the buyer and seller, in the chronological order of their
conveyance or dedication.

(2)  The surveyor shall also:
(a)  Set temporary monuments to show the results of the survey.
(b)  Make a map of the proposed plat to the scale of not more than 100 feet to 1 inch.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.205   Notice to proprietors.
Sec. 205.  The proprietors of record of lands in the plat shall be notified by registered mail to their last known

address, in order that they shall have opportunity to examine the map, view the temporary monuments, and make
known any disagreement with the boundaries as shown.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.206   Reconciliation of boundaries within plat.
Sec. 206.  (1)  The surveyor making the plat shall reconcile any discrepancies that may be revealed, so that the

plat as certified to the governing body shall be in conformity with the records of the register of deeds as nearly as is
practicable.

(2)  When boundary lines between adjacent parcels, as evidenced on the ground, are mutually agreed to in writing
by the proprietors of record or in possession, such lines may be the true boundaries for all purposes thereafter, even
though they vary from the metes and bounds descriptions previously of record. The written agreements shall be
recorded in the office of the register of deeds.

(3)  When reconciliation has been completed, the temporary monuments shall be replaced with permanent
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monuments meeting the specifications and provisions of this act for monuments.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.207   Boundaries and numbering of lots within plat.
Sec. 207.  (1)  On every assessor's plat, as certified to the governing body, shall appear the bearings and distances

of lines of each parcel recorded in the office of the register of deeds, and each lot shall also be numbered as
provided in this act for final plats.

(2)  The provisions of this act as to surveys and monuments and as to form and procedure, insofar as they are
applicable to the purposes of assessor's plats shall apply.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.208   Surveyor's certificate.
Sec. 208.  The sworn certificate of the surveyor who made the plat and, if a firm of surveyors also by a partner or

principal officer, shall appear on the plat and shall state the following:
(a)  The name of the governing body by whose order the plat was made, and the date of the order.
(b)  A statement that the plat is a correct representation of all the exterior boundaries of the land surveyed and

each parcel or lot thereof.
(c)  A statement that he has fully complied with the provisions of this act in filing the plat.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.209   Filing; county road commission approval; publication; action to correct plat.
Sec. 209.  (1)  When completed, the assessor's plat shall be filed with the clerk of the governing body that ordered

the plat. In unincorporated areas, the certificate of the county road commission shall first be secured, stating that the
public roads shown on the plat were in existence at the time the plat was made.

(2)  The clerk shall promptly give notice thereof by publication for 3 successive weeks in a newspaper of general
circulation in the city, village, township or county, or if there is none, in a newspaper published in the adjoining
county and having general circulation in the locality where the plat is situated.

(3)  The plat shall remain on file in the clerk's office for 30 days after the first publication. At any time within the
30-day period any person or public body having an interest in any lands affected by the plat may bring a suit to have
such plat corrected.

(4)  If no such suit is brought within such time, the plat may be approved by the governing body.
(5)  If suit is brought, approval shall be withheld until it is decided. If necessary, the plat shall be revised in

accordance with such decision, then approved by the governing body.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.210   Local authorities approval; acknowledgment; review by state treasurer; recording.
Sec. 210.  The plat, when completed and certified as provided in this act with the exception of the certification by

the county plat board and when approved by the governing body and in unincorporated areas by the board of county
road commissioners, shall be acknowledged by the clerk thereof. When so approved and acknowledged, all copies
of the plat shall be forwarded to the state treasurer together with the recording fee specified in this act for all plats.
The state treasurer shall review the plat for adherence to the provisions of this act, or may reject it giving his
reasons in writing. Upon approval, the state treasurer shall forward the plat to the register of deeds for recording. On
return of the proof of recording the required recording fee shall be sent to the register of deeds and the state
treasurer shall distribute the copies as required for all other final plats.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control
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560.211   Recording; notification of local authorities; apportionment of taxes.
Sec. 211.  When an assessor's plat is recorded, the register of deeds shall notify the county treasurer. The county

treasurer shall notify the assessor if any part of the lands included in the plat are delinquent for taxes or special
assessments for any year prior to the date of recording. The assessor or supervisor shall apportion such taxes or
assessments against the individual or several lots in the plat. The apportionment of delinquent taxes and special
assessments shall be governed by the provisions of section 53 of Act No. 206 of the Public Acts of 1893, as
amended. The apportioned taxes and special assessment shall thereafter become a lien against the individual or
several lots in the plat and treated in the same manner as taxes of the year of the original assessment for the purpose
of collection and sale for delinquent taxes as provided by Act No. 206 of the Public Acts of 1893, as amended.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.212   References to plat descriptions; use; plats as evidence.
Sec. 212.  Reference to any land, as it appears on a recorded assessor's plat is sufficient for purposes of

assessment and taxation. Conveyance may be made by reference to the plat and shall be as effective to pass title to
the land so described as it would be if the premises had been described by metes and bounds. The plat or record
thereof shall be received in evidence in all courts and places as correctly describing the several parcels of land
therein designated. After an assessor's plat has been made and recorded with the register of deeds, all conveyances
of lands included in the assessor's plat shall be by reference to the plat. Any instrument dated and acknowledged
after January 1, 1968, purporting to convey or mortgage any such lands except by reference to such assessor's plat
may not be recorded by the register of deeds.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.213   Plat recorded after tax day; substitution of plat description; certification of acquisition of
public lands.
Sec. 213.  (1)  Whenever a parcel of land has been subdivided and platted and the plat recorded after the tax day,

the assessing officer shall substitute the recorded plat for the description of the parcel of land on the tax roll of the
succeeding tax year, and shall utilize for tax purposes descriptions of property within the platted area by lot number
instead of by metes and bounds in carrying out his duties as provided in section 53 of Act No. 206 of the Public
Acts of 1893, as amended.

(2)  The assessing officer shall certify under his hand and seal that the municipality has acquired the title to the
highways, streets, alleys and public places shown on the assessor's plat by reason of purchase, dedication,
condemnation or adverse possession for public use, and if there are any roads, streets, alleys or other such places to
which the municipality has not acquired title for public use the extent of their use shall be plainly stated in the
dedication, and the plat shall be signed and acknowledged by the officer.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

 
PLAT CHANGES

560.221   Vacation, correction, or revision of plat.
Sec. 221.  The circuit court may, as provided in sections 222 to 229 vacate, correct, or revise all or a part of a

recorded plat.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968;—Am. 1978, Act 367, Imd. Eff. July 22, 1978.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.222   Complaint; filing.
Sec. 222.  To vacate, correct, or revise a recorded plat or any part of it, a complaint shall be filed in the circuit

court by the owner of a lot in the subdivision, a person of record claiming under the owner or the governing body of
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the municipality in which the subdivision covered by the plat is located.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968;—Am. 1978, Act 367, Imd. Eff. July 22, 1978.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.223   Complaint; contents.
Sec. 223.  The complaint shall set forth:
(a)  The part or parts, if any, sought to be vacated and any other correction or revision of the plat sought by the

plaintiff.
(b)  The plaintiff's reasons for seeking the vacation, correction, or revision.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968;—Am. 1978, Act 367, Imd. Eff. July 22, 1978.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.224   Repealed. 1978, Act 367, Imd. Eff. July 22, 1978.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to notice of petition.
Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.224a   Joinder of parties defendant.
Sec. 224a.  (1)  The plaintiff shall join as parties defendant each of the following:
(a)  The owners of record title of each lot or parcel of land included in or located within 300 feet of the lands

described in the petition and persons of record claiming under those owners.
(b)  The municipality in which the subdivision covered by the plat is located.
(c)  The state treasurer.
(d)  The drain commissioner and the chairperson of the board of county road commissioners having jurisdiction

over any of the land included in the plat.
(e)  Each public utility which is known to the plaintiff to have installations or equipment in the subdivision or

which has a recorded easement or franchise right which would be affected by the proceedings. 
(f)  The director of the state transportation department and the director of the department of natural resources if

any of the subdivision includes or borders a state highway or federal aid road. 
(g)  If the requested action may result in a public highway or a portion of a public highway that borders upon,

crosses, is adjacent to, or ends at a lake or the general course of a stream being vacated or altered in such a manner
as would result in the loss of public access, the director of the department of natural resources and, if the
subdivision is located in a township, the township. The department of natural resources and, if applicable, the
township shall review the application and determine within 30 days whether the property should be retained by the
state or township as an ingress and egress point, and shall convey that decision to the court.

(2)  Service of process upon the joined parties defendant shall be made in accord with the general rules governing
service of process in civil actions except that the parties defendant specified in subsection (1)(b), (f), or (g) may be
served by registered mail and the parties defendant specified in subsection (1)(a) may be served by registered mail
if there are more than 20 persons that must be joined pursuant to subsection (1)(a).

History: Add. 1978, Act 367, Imd. Eff. July 22, 1978;—Am. 1979, Act 184, Imd. Eff. Dec. 19, 1979;—Am. 1996, Act 219, Imd. Eff. May 28,
1996.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.225   Repealed. 1978, Act 367, Imd. Eff. July 22, 1978.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to service.
Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.226   Trial and hearing; order to vacate, correct, or revise recorded plat; exceptions; plat
recording resulting in loss of public access to lake or stream; reservation of easement;
operation and maintenance of property by state or local unit; effect of noncompliance with
subsection (4); closure of road ending; proceedings.
Sec. 226.  (1)  Upon trial and hearing of the action, the court may order a recorded plat or any part of it to be

vacated, corrected, or revised, with the following exceptions:
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(a)  A part of a state highway or federal aid road shall not be vacated, corrected, or revised except by the state
transportation department.

(b)  A part of a county road shall not be vacated, corrected, or revised except by the county road commission
having jurisdiction pursuant to chapter IV of Act No. 283 of the Public Acts of 1909, being sections 224.1 to 224.32
of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(c)  A part of a street or alley under the jurisdiction of a city, village, or township and a part of any public
walkway, park, or public square or any other land dedicated to the public for purposes other than pedestrian or
vehicular travel shall not be vacated, corrected, or revised under this section except by both a resolution or other
legislative enactment duly adopted by the governing body of the municipality and by court order. However, neither
this section nor any other section shall limit or restrict the right of a municipality under sections 256 and 257 to
vacate the whole or any part of a street, alley, or other land dedicated to the use of the public. 

(2)  If a circuit court determines pursuant to this act that a recorded plat or any part of it that contains a public
highway or portion of a public highway that borders on, crosses, is adjacent to, or ends at any lake or the general
course of any stream, should be vacated or altered in a manner that would result in a loss of public access, it shall
allow the state and, if the subdivision is located in a township, the township to decide whether it wants to maintain
the property as an ingress and egress point. If the state or township decides to maintain the property, the court shall
order the official or officials to either relinquish control to the state or township if the interest is nontransferable or
convey by quitclaim deed whatever interest in the property that is held by the local unit of government to the state
or township. The township shall have first priority to obtain the property or control of the property as an ingress and
egress point. If the township obtains the property or control of the property as an ingress and egress point and later
proposes to transfer the property or control of the property, it shall give the department of natural resources first
priority to obtain the property or control of the property. If the state obtains the property or control of the property
under this subsection, the property shall be under the jurisdiction of the department of natural resources. The state
may retain title to the property, transfer title to a local unit of government, or deed the property to the adjacent
property owners. If the property was purchased from restricted fund revenue, money obtained from sale of the
property shall be returned to that restricted fund.

(3)  A judgment under this section vacating, correcting, or revising a highway, road, street, or other land dedicated
to the public and being used by a public utility for public utility purposes shall reserve an easement therein for the
use of public utilities, and may reserve an easement in other cases.

(4)  If interest in the property is conveyed or control over the property is relinquished to a local unit or this state
under subsection (2), the local unit or this state, as applicable, shall operate and maintain the property so as to
prevent and eliminate garbage and litter accumulation, unsanitary conditions, undue noise, and congestion as
necessary.

(5)  If a person shows substantial noncompliance with the requirements of subsection (4), the circuit court may
order the local unit or this state to close the road ending in a manner to prevent ingress and egress to the body of
water for a period of up to 30 days.

(6)  If a person shows substantial noncompliance with the requirements of subsection (4) and the circuit court has
previously closed the road ending for up to 30 days under subsection (5), the circuit court may order the local unit
or this state to close the road ending in a manner to prevent ingress and egress to the body of water for 90 days.

(7)  If a person shows substantial noncompliance with the requirements of subsection (4) and the circuit court has
previously closed the road ending for 90 days under subsection (6), the circuit court may order the local unit or this
state to close the road ending in a manner to prevent ingress and egress to the body of water for 180 days.

(8)  If a person shows substantial noncompliance with the requirements of subsection (4) and the circuit court has
previously closed the road ending for 180 days under subsection (7), the circuit court shall order the local unit or
this state to show cause why the road ending should not be permanently closed in a manner to prevent ingress and
egress to the body of water. Subject to subsection (9), the circuit court shall permanently close the road ending
unless the local unit or this state shows cause why the road ending should not be closed.

(9)  After a road ending is closed under subsection (8), and unless the property has been conveyed or relinquished
to the adjacent landowners under subsection (10), the local unit or this state may petition the circuit court to reopen
the road ending. The circuit court may order the road ending reopened if the local unit or this state presents a
management plan to and posts a performance bond with the circuit court, and the circuit court finds that the
management plan and performance bond are adequate to ensure compliance with subsection (4).

(10)  After a road ending is closed by the circuit court under subsection (8), 1 or more of the adjacent landowners
may petition the circuit court to order the local unit or this state to convey any interest in the property that the local
unit or this state holds to the adjacent landowners, or, if the interest is nontransferable, to relinquish control over the
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property to the adjacent landowners.
(11)  Proceedings under subsection (5), (6), (7), or (8) shall be initiated by application of 7 owners of record title

of land in the local unit who own land within 1 mile of the road ending to the circuit court for the county in which
the road ending is located. The applicants in proceedings under subsection (5), (6), (7), (8), (9), or (10) shall give
the persons described in section 224a notice of the application by registered mail.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968;—Am. 1978, Act 367, Imd. Eff. July 22, 1978;—Am. 1978, Act 556, Imd. Eff. Dec. 22,
1978;—Am. 1996, Act 219, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1996.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.227   Repealed. 1978, Act 367, Imd. Eff. July 22, 1978.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to vesting of vacated part.
Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.227a   Vesting of title upon vacation of plat, street, or alley; legal description of abutting lot.
Sec. 227a.  (1)  Title to any part of the plat vacated by the court's judgment, other than a street or alley, shall vest

in the rightful proprietor of that part. Title to a street or alley the full width of which is vacated by the court's
judgment shall vest in the rightful proprietors of the lots, within the subdivision covered by the plat, abutting the
street or alley. Title to a public highway or portion of a public highway that borders on, is adjacent to, or ends at a
lake or the general course of a stream may vest in the state subject to section 226.

(2)  If the lots abutting the vacated street or alley on both sides belong to the same proprietor, title to the vacated
street or alley shall vest in that proprietor. If the lots on opposite sides of the vacated street or alley belong to
different proprietors, title up to the center line of the vacated street or alley shall vest in the respective proprietors of
the abutting lots on each side.

(3)  If only part of the width of a street or alley, not extending beyond the center line, is vacated, title to the
vacated part of the street or alley shall vest in the proprietor of the lots abutting the same.

(4)  When title to any part of a vacated street or alley vests in an abutting proprietor, any future legal description
of the abutting lot or lots shall include that part of the vacated street or alley.

History: Add. 1978, Act 367, Imd. Eff. July 22, 1978;—Am. 1996, Act 219, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1996.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.228   Recording of judgment.
Sec. 228.  Within 30 days after entry of judgment, for vacation, correction, or revision of a plat, plaintiff shall

record the judgment in the office of the register of deeds. The register of deeds shall place on the original plat the
date, liber, and page of the record of the court's judgment.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968;—Am. 1978, Act 367, Imd. Eff. July 22, 1978.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.229   Preparation and form of new plat; filing copies; caption; approval; distribution of copies;
fees.
Sec. 229.  (1)  If the court orders a plat to be vacated, corrected, or revised in whole or in part, the court shall also

direct plaintiff to prepare, in the form required by this act for a final plat, either a new plat of the part of the
subdivision affected by the judgment or a new plat of the entire subdivision if the court's judgment affects a major
part of the subdivision.

(2)  Five true copies of the new plat, accompanied by a copy of the court's judgment, shall be filed with the state
treasurer. The caption of the new plat shall include a statement that it is a corrected or revised plat of all or part of
the same subdivision covered by the original plat.

(3)  After the state treasurer has examined the new or amended plat for compliance with the court judgment and
the provisions of this act for the making and filing of original final plats and has approved the new or amended plat,
the state treasurer shall distribute 1 copy each to the register of deeds, clerk of the municipality, county treasurer,
and county road commission. One copy shall be filed in the office of the state treasurer.

(4)  Fees for recording and filing documents as required by this section shall be the same as for an original final
plat.
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History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968;—Am. 1978, Act 367, Imd. Eff. July 22, 1978.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

 
FEES AND ADMINISTRATION

560.241   Submission of final plat; filing and recording; state plat review fee; disposition of fee.
Sec. 241.  (1)  When a final plat is submitted to the clerk of the governing body of the municipality, the proprietor

shall deposit with the plat both of the following:
(a)  A filing and recording fee of $20.00. The filing and recording fee is in addition to any fee the municipality

may charge under this act. 
(b)  A state plat review fee of $150.00, plus $15.00 for each lot over 4 lots included in the plat. The state plat

review fee shall be paid by check or money order payable to the state of Michigan.
(2)  Upon approval of the plat by the governing body, the clerk shall send the filing and recording fee and the state

plat review fee with the plat to the clerk of the county plat board.
(3)  The clerk of the county plat board shall deposit the filing and recording fee in the county trust and agency

fund for subsequent payment by county warrant from this fund to the county register of deeds in the amount of
$20.00, upon submission of proof to the clerk of the county plat board that the plat has been recorded in the office
of the county register of deeds.

(4)  If a final plat is forwarded to the state administrator, the clerk of the county plat board shall forward the state
plat review fee with the plat. 

(5)  A state plat review fee collected by this state shall be deposited in the state treasury for use in the
administration of this act. A fund in which state plat review fees shall be deposited is created in the state treasury.
This fund is a revolving fund, and money remaining in the fund at the end of the fiscal year shall be carried over in
the fund to the next and succeeding fiscal years for use in the administration of this act.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968;—Am. 1991, Act 59, Imd. Eff. June 27, 1991;—Am. 1993, Act 67, Imd. Eff. June 21, 1993;—Am.
1998, Act 549, Imd. Eff. Jan. 20, 1999.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.241a   Repealed. 1993, Act 67, Eff. Oct. 1, 1998.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to submission of final plat and fees.
Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.242   State treasurer; records and indexing; fees.
Sec. 242.  (1)  The state treasurer shall maintain a permanent file of plats and the index shall contain all pertinent

information necessary to facilitate reference. 
(2)  A fee established by the state treasurer shall be collected for copies of plats.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.243   Register of deeds; maintaining permanent file; expense; fee.
Sec. 243.  (1)  The register of deeds shall maintain a permanent file of recorded plats.
(2)  The expense of maintaining the file, such as for binders, cabinets, supplies, and reproduction pursuant to the

records media act, Act No. 116 of the Public Acts of 1992, being sections 24.401 to 24.403 of the Michigan
Compiled Laws, shall be provided from the general fund of the county.

(3)  A fee of not less than $1.00 per sheet shall be collected by the register of deeds for copies of plats recorded in
his or her office.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968;—Am. 1992, Act 185, Imd. Eff. Oct. 5, 1992;—Am. 1992, Act 214, Imd. Eff. Oct. 9, 1992.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.244   Proprietor's copy.
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Sec. 244.  (1)  If the proprietor of a subdivision desires to retain a copy of the final plat, he shall forward a sixth
copy of it to the state treasurer for certification as an exact copy of the approved and recorded plat.

(2)  The true copy requested may be made upon tracing linen or some similar material.
(3)  No charge shall be made for certification of the sixth copy.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.245   Abstract of title or title policy; attorney's opinion in lieu of abstract.
Sec. 245.  The proprietor submitting the plat for approval shall furnish to the governing body an abstract of title

certified to date of the proprietor's certificate to establish recorded ownership interests and any other information
deemed necessary for the purpose of ascertaining whether the proper parties have signed the plat, or a policy of title
insurance currently in force, covering all of the land included within the boundaries of the proposed subdivision.
The governing body, in lieu of an abstract of title, may accept on its own responsibility an attorney's opinion based
on the abstract of title as to ownership and marketability of title of the land. 

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.246   Governing body; fees.
Sec. 246.  (1)  The governing body of a municipality may adopt by ordinance a reasonable schedule of fees, based

on the number of lots in the proposed subdivision. The fee charged shall be in addition to the filing and recording
fee, and shall be for the examination and inspection of plats and the land proposed to be subdivided, and related
expenses.

(2)  A proprietor submitting a plat for approval shall be required to deposit the established fee with the clerk of the
municipality and until the fee is paid, the plat shall not be considered or reviewed.

(3)  The governing body may employ a surveyor as an assistant. If it is deemed more practical in a county for the
county to employ a surveyor to assist governing bodies of municipalities within the county, then the board of
supervisors, by resolution, may employ the surveyor and may establish a reasonable schedule of fees for his
services to be charged to the governing body receiving his assistance.

(4)  Until an ordinance is adopted by the governing body establishing a schedule of fees, the governing body may
require the payment of a fee not to exceed $100.00.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.247   County plat board; compensation.
Sec. 247.  (1)  Each member of the county plat board shall be paid compensation and mileage for attendance at

plat board meetings equal to compensation and mileage paid to supervisors for attendance at meetings of the board
of supervisors. The compensation shall be payable from the general fund of the county.

(2)  The duties of the county plat board shall not be considered as being a part of the duties of the regular offices
of the members thereof.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.248   County road commission; fees.
Sec. 248.  The county road commission may adopt as part of the published rules by resolution, a reasonable

schedule of fees, to be charged proprietors seeking approval of plats. The fee shall be for the examination of those
plat features which require approval of the county road commission as provided in section 183, and plans and
inspection of highways, streets and alleys, together with bridges, culverts, drainage structures or other
improvements constructed in connection with the plat and related expenses.

History: Add. 1969, Act 308, Imd. Eff. Aug. 14, 1969.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control
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560.249   Board of supervisors; fees.
Sec. 249.  The county board of supervisors may adopt a reasonable schedule of fees to be charged proprietors

seeking approval of plats to compensate the county drain commissioner for his examination of those plat features
which require approval of the county drain commissioner as provided in section 192 and plans and inspection of
drainage facilities constructed by the proprietor or existing on the plat site.

History: Add. 1969, Act 308, Imd. Eff. Aug. 14, 1969.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.251   Recorded plats; evidence.
Sec. 251.  A certified copy of the recorded plat in the register of deeds office shall be received in all courts in this

state as prima facie evidence of the making and recording of the plat in conformity with the provisions of this act.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.252   Instruments affecting title; prohibit recording unless plat recorded.
Sec. 252.  The register of deeds shall not accept for record any instrument purporting to convey or encumber lots

designated by number in a subdivision of land unless a plat showing such lots has previously been recorded.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.253   Dedication of plats; reservation of mineral rights.
Sec. 253.  (1)  When a plat is certified, signed, acknowledged and recorded as prescribed in this act, every

dedication, gift or grant to the public or any person, society or corporation marked or noted as such on the plat shall
be deemed sufficient conveyance to vest the fee simple of all parcels of land so marked and noted, and shall be
considered a general warranty against the donors, their heirs and assigns to the donees for their use for the purposes
therein expressed and no other.

(2)  The land intended for the streets, alleys, commons, parks or other public uses as designated on the plat shall
be held by the municipality in which the plat is situated in trust to and for such uses and purposes.

(3)  A reservation or an ownership interest in mineral rights or underground gas storage rights in land shall not
constitute the holding of title for the purpose of signing the proprietor's certificate.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.254   Restrictions; enforcement.
Sec. 254.  Any restriction required to be placed on platted land by a public body given the authority to review or

approve plats by the provisions of this act or which names the public body as grantee, promisee or beneficiary, shall
vest in the public body the right to enforce the restriction in a court of competent jurisdiction against anyone who
has or acquires an interest in the land subject to the restriction. The restriction may be released or waived in writing
but only by the public body having the right of enforcement.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.255   Lot numbers use.
Sec. 255.  When a subdivision plat has been recorded, the lots in that plat shall be described by the caption of the

plat and the lot number for all purposes, including those of assessment, taxation, sale and conveyance.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.255a   Land revised, altered, or vacated by order of circuit court in county in which land
situated.
Sec. 255a.  Land in a subdivision dedicated to the use of the public for purposes other than pedestrian or vehicular
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travel, or land dedicated for a public way which is under the jurisdiction of a municipality, a portion of which public
way is within 25 meters of a lake or the general course of a stream, shall not be revised, altered, or vacated except
by order of the circuit order in the county in which the land is situated.

History: Add. 1978, Act 556, Imd. Eff. Dec. 22, 1978.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.255b   Presumption of acceptance of land dedicated to use of public; rebuttal.
Sec. 255b.  (1)  Ten years after the date the plat is first recorded, land dedicated to the use of the public in or upon

the plat shall be presumed to have been accepted on behalf of the public by the municipality within whose
boundaries the land lies.

(2)  The presumption prescribed in subsection (1) shall be conclusive of an acceptance of dedication unless
rebutted by competent evidence before the circuit court in which the land is located, establishing either of the
following:

(a)  That the dedication, before the effective date of this act and before acceptance, was withdrawn by the plat
proprietor.

(b)  That notice of the withdrawal of the dedication is recorded by the plat proprietor with the office of the register
of deeds for the county in which the land is located and a copy of the notice was forwarded to the state treasurer,
within 10 years after the date the plat of the land was first recorded and before acceptance of the dedicated lands.

History: Add. 1978, Act 556, Imd. Eff. Dec. 22, 1978.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.256   Opening, vacating, extending, widening, or changing name of street or alley; recording
certified copy of ordinance or resolution; copy to state treasurer.
Sec. 256.  Subject to the restrictions prescribed in section 255a, when the governing body of a municipality by

resolution or ordinance opens or vacates a street or alley or a portion of a street or alley, or extends, widens, or
changes the name of an existing street or alley, the clerk of the municipality within 30 days shall record a certified
copy with the register of deeds, giving the name of the plat or plats affected, and shall send a copy to the state
treasurer. Until recorded, the ordinance or resolution shall not have force or effect.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968;—Am. 1978, Act 556, Imd. Eff. Dec. 22, 1978.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.257   Discontinuance of street, alley, or other public land; reservation of easement; recording
resolution or ordinance; copy to state treasurer.
Sec. 257.  (1)  Subject to the restrictions prescribed in section 255a, when the governing body of a municipality

determines that it is necessary for the health, welfare, comfort, and safety of the people of the municipality to
discontinue an existing street, alley, or other public land shown on a plat, by resolution or ordinance, the governing
body may reserve an easement in the street, alley, or land for public utility purposes and other public purposes
within the right of way of the street, alley, or other public land vacated.

(2)  The resolution or ordinance shall be recorded within 30 days with the register of deeds and a copy shall be
sent to the state treasurer.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968;—Am. 1978, Act 556, Imd. Eff. Dec. 22, 1978.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.258   Public lands; agreements for maintenance.
Sec. 258.  As a condition of final plat approval the governing body of a municipality or the board of county road

commissioners may require copies of agreements, covenants or other documents showing the manner in which
areas to be reserved for the common use of the residents of the subdivision are to be maintained.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.259   Minimum standards.
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Sec. 259.  The standards for approval of plats prescribed in this act are minimum standards and any municipality,
by ordinance, may impose stricter requirements and may reject any plat which does not conform to such
requirements.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

 
PENALTIES

560.261   Sale of land; written disclosures to buyer; voidability of sale.
Sec. 261.  No person shall sell any lot in a recorded plat or any parcel of unplatted land in an unincorporated area

if it abuts a street or road which has not been accepted as public unless the seller first informs the purchaser in
writing on a separate instrument to be attached to the instrument conveying any interest in such lot or parcel of land
of the fact that the street or road is private and is not required to be maintained by the board of county road
commissioners. In addition, any contract or agreement of sale entered into in violation of this section shall be
voidable at the option of the purchaser.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.262   Monuments; removal or disturbance.
Sec. 262.  No person shall knowingly remove or disturb any monument without the permission of the governing

body of the municipality in which the subdivision is located.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.263   Lots; further division; regulation.
Sec. 263.  No lot, outlot or other parcel of land in a recorded plat shall be further partitioned or divided unless in

conformity with the ordinances of the municipality. The municipality may permit the partitioning or dividing of
lots, outlots or other parcels of land into not more than 4 parts; however, any lot, outlot or other parcel of land not
served by public sewer and public water systems shall not be further partitioned or divided if the resulting lots,
outlots or other parcels are less than the minimum width and area provided for in this act.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.264   Sale of land; noncompliance with act; penalty.
Sec. 264.  (1)  Any person who sells or agrees to sell any lot, piece, or parcel of land without first having recorded

a plat thereof when required by this act is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be punished by a fine of not more than
$1,000.00, or imprisonment for not to exceed 180 days, or both. For each offense under this subsection after a first
offense under this subsection, the person shall be punished by a fine of not more than $1,000.00, or imprisonment
for not to exceed 1 year, or both. Agreement to sell under this section does not include an option to buy extended
from the seller for a money consideration to the prospective buyer.

(2)  Any person who violates section 108, 109, 109b, or the exempt split provision of section 103(1) and sells a
resulting parcel of land is responsible for the payment of a civil fine of not more than $1,000.00 for each parcel
sold. A default in the payment of a civil fine or costs ordered under this subsection or an installment of the fine or
costs may be remedied by any means authorized under the revised judicature act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL
600.101 to 600.9948.

(3)  Any person who violates any provision of this act other than section 108, 109, 109b, or the exempt split
provision of section 103(1) is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be punished as provided by law.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968;—Am. 1997, Act 87, Eff. Oct. 1, 1997.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control
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560.265   Enforcement of act; injunctive proceedings; venue.
Sec. 265.  Any municipality, board of county road commissioners or county plat board may bring an action in its

own name to restrain or prevent any violation of this act or any continuance of any such violation. Such action shall
be brought in the county where the land is located, the defendant resides or has his principal place of business.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.266   Enforcement of act; prosecution, venue.
Sec. 266.  The attorney general or the prosecuting attorney of any county may prosecute any violation of this act

or may bring an action in the name of the state to restrain or prevent any violation of this act or any continuance of
any such violation. Such action, in the case of the attorney general, shall be brought in the circuit court of Ingham
county, upon which jurisdiction thereof is conferred, and in the case of the prosecuting attorney, in the county
where the land involved is located, the defendant resides, or has his principal place of business or where the
purchaser resides.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.267   Sale of lands in violation of act; voidability of sale.
Sec. 267.  Any sale of lands subdivided or otherwise partitioned or split in violation of this act is voidable at the

option of the purchaser, and shall subject the seller to the forfeiture of all consideration received or pledged
therefor, together with any damages sustained by the purchaser, recoverable in an action at law.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968;—Am. 1997, Act 87, Imd. Eff. July 28, 1997.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.290   State treasurer; employee in charge of plat section; qualifications.
Sec. 290.  The employee in direct charge of the plat section in the office of the state treasurer which performs

services for the state treasurer under this act, and such employee's chief assistant, shall be a registered land surveyor
registered in this state.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.291   Plats in process, approval.
Sec. 291.  Any preliminary or final plat which on January 1, 1968, has been approved by the municipality or

county road commission may be processed under the law in effect at the time of approval, but not after January 1,
1970, after which time all plats submitted for approval shall comply with the requirements of this act.

History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968;—Am. 1969, Act 308, Imd. Eff. Aug. 14, 1969.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.292   Repeal.
Sec. 292.  Act No. 172 of the Public Acts of 1929, as amended, being sections 560.1 to 560.80 of the Compiled

Laws of 1948, is repealed.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control

560.293   Effective date.
Sec. 293.  This act shall take effect on January 1, 1968.
History: 1967, Act 288, Eff. Jan. 1, 1968.

Popular name: Plat Act
Popular name: Subdivision Control
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Check List # C1
For Adoption of a County
Plan in Michigan

This is a step-by-step procedure for planning, specifically Plan adoption.  It is
designed to provide a list of steps -- in order -- which leads to a well planned,
coordinated and zoned county.  This outline is based on Michigan Public Act 282 of
1945, as amended, (being the County Planning Act, M.C.L. 125.101 et. seq.),
recommendations of Kurt H. Schindler, MSU Extension Land Use (planning and
zoning) Specialist,  and  intergovernmental coordination and plan content “best planning
practices” derived from a proposed Coordinated Planning Act developed by the
Michigan Chapter of the American Planning Association.  In the check list, most of the
items marked “optional” are derived from the propsed Coordinated Planning Act –and
not in current statute.

For any step of this process, the Michigan State University Extension members of
the Land Use Area of Expertise team can provide assistance; provide sample materials;
coordinate efforts between the county; townships, villages and cities, and the state; and
provide guidelines.

This outline is not designed as a substitute for reading and understanding the Acts.
This outline is not a substitute for legal advice.

It is important to document each step of the process in planning a community.
Keep detailed minutes, affidavits of publication and mailing, open meeting notices,
letters of transmittal and communications all
on file so years from now they are still
available.  

This checklist is divided into three
columns:  The first column has a place to
check when the task is done and a place to
check when the documentation has been
placed in a permanent file.  The second
column is the step, or task, to complete to
adopt a proper plan/zoning ordinance, or
amendment to either.  The third column is,
what should be included in a permanent file
to document the work has been done.
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Check List Step/Task to do Documents to file

G Task is
done

G In the file

Step 1. The county board of commissioners should take formal
action to create a county planning commission (§1).  This is done by
ordinance and requires legal work.

Copy of county
board of
commissioners
minutes

G Task is
done

G In the file

Step 2.  The county board of commissioners, by a method
established by the county board (within the ordinance, or by
separate resolution), appoints members to the county planning
commission (§2).

Most recent copy
of county board of
commissioners
appointments

G Task is
done

G In the file

Step 3.  The planning commission should create a set of rules of
procedure for its meetings and operation.  A regular schedule of
meetings (at least four times a year) should be established (§3).

Most recent copy
of the bylaws.
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G Task is
done

G In the file

Step 4.  The planning commission should start work on the plan by
first establishing a system of coordination and communication with
other governments (§4b(2)).  This should be done by formal notice
by first class mail to each.  (In the notice one may request permission for
the county to submit electronically (such as email) any information required
to be submitted to that entity under steps 10, 13, and 19. If granted
permission, then electronic means may be used for notices, submission of
comments and draft plans (plan amendments).  Otherwise such information
shall be submitted in writing by first-class mail or personal delivery. (§4b(3)))
1. The planning commission, or if there is no planning commission, the

legislative body, of each city, village, or township located within or
contiguous to the county (§4b(2)(a)).

2. The regional planning commission for the region in which the county is
located, if any (§4b(2)(b)).

3. The county planning commission, or if there is no county planning
commission, the county board of commissioners, for each county
located contiguous to the county (§4b(2)(c)).

4. Each public utility company and railroad company owning or operating
a public utility or railroad within the county, and any government
entity, that registers its name and mailing address for this purpose with
the county planning commission.    (Anyone listed in number 4 getting
a copy of the plan shall reimburse the village or city for any copying
and postage costs for obtaining a copy of the plan.)  (§4b(2)(d)).

5. (Optional) Each state, federal, Native American tribe governments, and
government agencies which own more than 10 acres of land within the
county; school districts; downtown development authorities; tax
increment finance authorities; airport authorities; other special interest
groups.

This notice might be delayed until after the preliminary studies
(step 6) are done if the community wants to consider the “start” of
planning take place after that step, but in any case this notice should
be sent out before the start of the plan preparation (step 7).

Other means of cooperation can also include joint meetings, or
a committee to prepare the plan whose membership includes
representatives of all those receiving notice (§7).

Best planning practice is the plan developed by the county
should not contravene and should coordinate with the plans of those
listed here.  Thus obtaining and reviewing those plans should also be
considered.  If there are inconsistences making compliance with
each plan difficult, one of the purposes of a county is to provide
guidance to others’ planning.

Copy of the
notices, list of who
notices were sent to
and an affidavit
indicating when they
were sent.
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G Task is
done

G In the file

Step 5.  Work on the drafting of a county plan should start. 
Planning may be in cooperation with the constituted authorities for
incorporated municipalities, as necessary for planning for the
unincorporated areas of the county (§4(1)).  The work on the plan
can proceed as one whole project or by successive parts
corresponding with major geographical areas of the county or with
functional subject matter areas of the plan (§4c(1)).

Notes or minutes of
joint meetings, or
copies of letters.

G Task is
done

G In the file

STEP 6.  In preparation of a plan, studies of existing conditions and
probable growth should be done (§4(1)).  This includes:
1. Conduct studies, investigations, and surveys relative to the economic,

social, and physical development of the county (§4(3)(a)).
2. Formulate plans and make recommendations for the most effective

economic, social, and physical development of the county (§4(3)(b)).
3. Cooperate with all department of the state and federal governments

and other public agencies concerned with programs for the economic,
social, and physical development of the county and seek the maximum
coordination of the county programs of these agencies (§4(3)(c)).

4. Consult with representatives of adjacent counties in respect to their
planning so that conflicts in overall county plans may be avoided
(§4(3)(d)).

5. Meet with other governmental planning commissions to deliberate
(§4(5)), consult with municipalities (townships, villages, cities) within
and adjacent to the county in respect to their planning so that conflicts
in overall county plans may be avoided.

(In addition to the duty of preparing a plan, the duty of a county
planning commission is to serve as a coordinating agency for all
planning committees and commissions within the county. §4(4)).

Copies of studies,
documents, reports
leading up to the
preparation of the
plan.
Copy of the review
(letters, minutes,
other) by county
planning, MSUE, or
professional
planner.
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G Task is
done

G In the file

STEP 7.  The plan (text, maps, plats, charts) shall be for the
development of the county and address land use issues and may
project 20 years or more into the future (§4(2)).  The Plan shall
include:
1.  A land use plan and program (§4(2)(a))

A. If the county has adopted a zoning ordinance, the plan shall
include allocating land for agriculture, residences, commerce,
industry, recreation, ways and grounds, public buildings,
schools, soil conservation, forests, woodlots, open space, wildlife
refuges, and other uses and purposes.

B. If the county does not have county zoning, the plan may be a
general plan with generalized future land use maps.

2. The general location, character, and extent of streets, railroads,
airports, bicycle paths, pedestrian ways, bridges, waterways, and water
front developments; flood prevention works, drainage, sanitary sewers
and water supply systems, public works for preventing pollution, and
works for maintaining water levels; and public utilities and structures
(§4(2)(b)).

3. Recommendations as to the general character, extent, and layout for
the redevelopment or rehabilitation of blighted areas; and the removal,
relocation, widening, narrowing, vacating, abandonment, or changes or
use or extension of ways, grounds, open spaces, buildings, utilities, or
other facilities (§4(2)(c)).

4. Recommendations for implementing any of its proposals (§4(2)(d)).

There are a number of different types of plans which might be
prepared by a county planning commission.  For each, a suggested
list of the plan’s content is found at the end of this bulletin.

Copy of the plan.

G Task is
done

G In the file

Step 8. The County Planning Commission acts to submit the
proposed plan to the County Board of Commissioners for review
and comment (§4c(2)).  The plan can be adopted as a whole, or by
successive parts corresponding with major geographical areas of the county
or with functional subject mater areas of the plan (§4c(1)).

Certified copy of
the minutes
approving
submitting the
proposed plan to
the County Board.
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G Task is
done

G In the file

Step 9. The County Board of Commissioners acts on the proposed
plan:
1. To Adopt or not  (§4c(3)).:

A. Approving distribution of the proposed plan.  If approved
the County Board notifies the secretary of the planning
commission.  Then go to Step 10

B. Does not approve distribution.  The process of adopting
the plan stops, go back to Step 7.

2. Adopts, or does not adopt, a resolution which asserts the right
of the County Board to approve or reject the plan in steps 17
and 18 (§5(3)).  (The resolution which asserts the right of
adoption can take place at any time.  For a given plan, this is
the step where the plan is before the township board, and such
a resolution could be considered.)

Certified copy of
the County Board
minutes approving
distribution of the
proposed plan.

If adopted, a
certified copy of the
County Board
minutes adopting
the resolution which
asserts the right of
the county board to
adopt the plan.

G Task is
done

G In the file

Step 10.  The secretary of the planning commission shall submit a
proposed copy of the plan for review and comment to:
1. The planning commission, or if there is no planning commission, the

legislative body, of each city, village, or township located within or
contiguous to the county (§4c(3)(a)).

2. The regional planning commission for the region in which the county is
located, if any (§4c(3)(b)).

3. The county planning commission, or if there is no county planning
commission, the county board of commissioners, for each county
located contiguous to the county (§4c(3)(c)).

4. Each public utility company and railroad company owning or operating
a public utility or railroad within the county and any government
entity, that registers its name and mailing address for this purpose with
the county planning commission.  (Anyone listed in number 4 getting a
copy of the plan shall reimburse the county for any copying and
postage costs for obtaining a copy of the plan.) (§4c(3)(d)).

6. (Optional) Each state, federal, Native American tribe governments, and
government agencies which own more than 10 acres of land within the
county; other special interest groups.

(Notice of the hearing (step 12) may be included with this
submission.)

Copy of the
submission of the
proposed plan, list
of who submission
was sent to and an
affidavit indicating
when they were
sent.

G Task is
done

G In the file

Step 11.  Those townships, cities, villages, counties, regional
planning commissions, public utility companies, and railroads
receiving the plan in step 10 have up to 65 days to submit
comments on the proposed plan to the planning commission
(§4c(4)).  (If an amendment to the plan, then the period of time shall
be 40 days (§5(6)).)

Copy of each
comment submitted.
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G Task is
done

G In the file

Step 12.  (Optional) The planning commission prepares a response
to the comments received at the end of the 65 days which:
1. Changes the proposed plan as a result of the comment

submitted,
2. Prepares a preponderance of reasons why the proposed plan

should not be changed as a result of the comment submitted.

Copy of the
changes to the
proposed plan or
reasons why it is
not changed.

G Task is
done

G In the file

Step 13.  The county planning commission, by resolution adopted
by majority vote, act to hold a public comment period and then a
hearing on the plan.  The hearing on the plan must occur after the 65
days (step 10 and 11) is over (§5(1)).  Consider widely publicizing
the hearing, for example notice of the hearing could include:
1. advertising appearing at least once in at least one newspaper prior to

the date of the hearing,
2. Each of those listed in Step 10 (each city, village, or township located

within or contiguous to the county; regional planning commission;
each contiguous county; each public utility company and railroad
company),

3. Each state, federal, Native American tribe governments and agencies
which own more than 10 acres of land within the county;

4. Additional publicity to whomever and in whatever forms desired.

(This procedure has the public comment period and 65 day period
for comments (step 10) occurring sequentially.  Another option
would be to have the public comment period and hearing occurring
at the same time with the hearing occurring after the end of the 65
days, but this option may not be within the intent of the statute.)

Certified copy of
the resolution.

Copy of the
notices, list of who
notices were sent to
and an affidavit
indicating when they
were sent.

Newspaper
affidavits of
publication.

G Task is
done

G In the file

Step 14.  The county planning commission holds a formal hearing
on the plan (§5(1)) more than 65 days after step 10.

Copy of minutes of
the hearing.

G Task is
done

G In the file

Step 15.  (Optional) The planning commission prepares a response
to the comments received at the public hearing which:
1. Changes the proposed plan as a result of the comments made

at the hearing,
2. Prepares a preponderance of reasons why the proposed plan

should not be changed as a result of the comment made at the
hearing.

Copy of the
changes to the
proposed plan or
reasons why it is
not changed.
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G Task is
done

G In the file

Step 16.  The county planning commission, by resolution adopted
by majority vote of the entire membership, adopts the final version
of the plan (§5(1) and §5(3)).  The resolution shall refer expressly to the
maps, plats, charts, and descriptive and explanatory matter intended by the
planning commission to form the whole or part of the plan, and the action
taken shall be recorded on the maps, plats, charts, and descriptive and
explanatory matter and signed by the chairperson of the planning
commission.

If the county board did not adopt a resolution to assert its right
to approve or reject the plan (step 9) then skip to step 19.  If the
county board did adopt such a resolution go to step 17.

Certified copy of
minutes where vote
is made to adopt
the resolution; copy
of the plan.

G Task is
done

G In the file

Step 17.  If the county board adopted a resolution to assert its right
to approve or reject the plan (step 9) the Planning Commission shall
submit the plan to the county board (§5(3)).

Certified copy of
County Planning
Commission
minutes referring the
Plan to the County
Board.

Step 18.  If the county board adopted a resolution to assert its right
to approve or reject the plan (step 9) the County Board Acts on the
Plan (§5(4)):
1. Rejecting the plan and submitting to the planning commission a

statement of objections.  The planning commission shall
consider the objections and revise the plan to address the
objections, then go to step 14.

2. Approves the plan (go to step 19).

Certified copy of
County Board
minutes of when
adoption took
place.
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G Task is
done

G In the file

Step 19. After adoption of the plan the secretary of the planning
commission sends a copy of the adopted plan to:
1. the County Board of Commissioners (§5(2)) (which shall be a certified

copy (§5(9))),
2. The planning commission, or if there is no planning commission, the

legislative body, of each city, village, or township located within or
contiguous to the county (§5(5), see §4c(3)(a)).

2. The regional planning commission for the region in which the county is
located, if any (§5(5), see §4c(3)(b)).

3. The county planning commission, or if there is no county planning
commission, the county board of commissioners, for each county
located contiguous to the county (§5(5), see §4c(3)(c)).

4. Each public utility company and railroad company owning or operating
a public utility or railroad within the county and any government
entity, that registers its name and mailing address for this purpose with
the county planning commission.  (Anyone listed in number 4 getting a
copy of the plan shall reimburse the county for any copying and
postage costs for obtaining a copy of the plan.) (§5(5), see §4c(3)(d)).

6. (Optional) Each state, federal, Native American tribe governments, and
government agencies which own more than 10 acres of land within the
county; school districts; downtown development authorities; tax
increment finance authorities; airport authorities; other special interest
groups.

7. (Optional) State of Michigan Library, Michigan State University
Library, Michigan State University School of Urban Planning library,
and all libraries within the county.

8. Others.

Copy of the
adopted plan.

Copy of the
certification of the
county board’s
copy.
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G Task is
done

G In the file

Step 20.  Implementation of the Plan:
1. Coordination/Cooperation:

A. A village or city or township may adopt the county plan as their
plan using procedure spelled out in the respective planning
enabling act.  A county plan is not recognized as a plan for a city
or village unless the city or village acts to adopt it (§5(10);

B.  Cooperation and coordination with municipalities, state, federal
and other government agencies, and coordination with state and
federal legislation;

C. Review of township plans (M.C.L. 125.327b(5)) and township
zoning (M.C.L. 125.280) in an advisory capacity only.

D. Submitting comment during a 65 day period of proposed plans for
a city, village, and township, located within the county and
proposed plans for a city, village, township, and county which
are contiguous to the county (M.C.L. 125.327b, M.C.L. 125.37b,
and M.C.L. 125.104b).

2. Infrastructure:
A. proceeding to write and adopt a capital improvements program

(new upgrading roads, parks, sewer, water drainage, buildings,
etc.);

B. Infrastructure review (§5(9))
“work shall not be initiated on any project involving the expenditure
of funds by a county board, department, or agency for the
acquisition of land, the erection of structures, the extension,
construction, or improvement of any physical facility by any county
board, department, or agency unless a full description of the project,
including, but not limited to, its proposed location and extent, has
been submitted to the county planning commission and the report
and advice of the planning commission has been received by the
county board of commissioners and by the county board,
department, or agency submitting the proposal. The requirement for
planning commission¹s review is waived if within 30 days after the
proposal has been filed with the planning commission, the planning
commission fails to furnish in writing its report and advice upon the
proposal. The planning commission shall provide copies of the report
and advice to the county board, department, or agency sponsoring
the proposal.”

3. Taxation:
A. proceeding to write and adopt various tax incentive policies,
B. Other: neighborhood improvement program, blighted area

rehabilitation program, economic development corporations, plant
rehabilitation and industrial development programs, commercial
redevelopment act and brownfield redevelopment and so on.  

4. Very Limited Ordinance Powers:
A. proceeding to write and adopt a subdivision control ordinance, 
B. proceeding to write and adopt a zoning ordinance (see checklist

#C2),
It is common for the county board to refer the legwork for each of
the above to the planning commission for writing, developing and
advising the county board for action.

Copy of the
respective County
Board minutes.




