
 

 

Ottawa County Has Received $400,000 in US EPA Grant 
Funding To Assess Potential Brownfield Sites 

 
 
What is the Ottawa County Brownfield Program? 
The Ottawa County Brownfield Program provides assistance to qualified private 
individuals and businesses, nonprofit organizations, and municipalities within 
Ottawa County to assess and clean-up contaminated sites, also known as 
brownfields. The County Brownfield Redevelopment Authority was awarded 
$400,000 in grant funds from the US Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) 
Brownfields Program to perform assessment activities. 

What is a brownfield?  
Brownfields are idle, underutilized, or vacant 
industrial or commercial properties where 
redevelopment is hindered or complicated by real 
or perceived environmental contamination.  
 
What qualifies as a brownfield?  
Common examples of brownfields include former 
gas stations, metal plating facilities, and dry 
cleaners.  Brownfields can be as small as a corner 
lot or can cover hundreds of acres, and can exist 
almost anywhere - from commercial corridors to 
rural areas. Many sites now considered 
brownfields once provided economic vitality and 
jobs to local communities. 

Additional information can be found on the County’s website at: www.miottawa.org/OCBRA 
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Who can utilize the $400,000?  
The EPA grant funds are available to property 
owners, developers, local units of government, 
and non-profits. The Ottawa County Brownfield 
Redevelopment Authority  is currently accepting 
applications for these grants.  Projects that 
are approved will be funded on a first-
come, first-serve basis until funds are 
exhausted.  
 
What are the eligible activities?  
1. Phase I and II Environmental Site 

Assessments  
2. Baseline Environmental Assessments  
3. Clean-up Plans  
 
What makes a property eligible for 
funding?  
1. The property must be in Ottawa County.  
2. The current property owner cannot be 

responsible for the contamination.  
3. The project must demonstrate financial need 

for funding.  
4. The proposed project must demonstrate 

community benefits, such as new jobs; new 
goods, services, or amenities; reduction of a 
health hazard; or returning a long-vacant site 
to use. 


