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Celebrate the American Democracy with Ottawa County 
 
In 1958, President Dwight D. Eisenhower established Law Day as a national day set aside to celebrate the rule of 
law. Law Day underscores how law and the legal process contribute to the freedoms that all Americans share. This 
Law Day, May 1, 2014, occurs on the eve of the 50th anniversaries of two landmark pieces of legislation – the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. The Law Day theme this year highlights these two important 
anniversaries-Democracy and the Rule of Law: Why Every Vote Matters. The courts in Ottawa County are 
recognizing Law Day and are offering citizens a variety of opportunities to celebrate the rule of law and learn more 
about the courts. 
 

• The Katty Shack 5K: The race is scheduled on Saturday, April 26 at 9AM in Grand 
Haven in memory of Katherine Brown and Sharmaine, Jeremy and Tyler Zimmer. All 
four of these individuals were brutally murdered in 2008. Race director, Natalie Kik-
Brown, is the mother of the 18 year old victim Katherine Brown (nicknamed “Katty 
Shack” by her running teammates in high school). Register online at 
http://kattyshackrace.webs.com/. If you prefer not to walk or run the race, you can 
support the event as volunteer or a purchaser of a course sponsorship sign. Deadline 
to purchase a $20 sign is April 18. If you are interested in volunteering or sponsoring 
a sign, please contact Heather at 616-786-4139. 

 
• “Why Every Vote Matters” Art Competition:  By April 14, submit your Lay Day 

themed artwork for display at Court locations in Ottawa County from April 28 – May 2. 
Winning art work will be juried by a panel of current Ottawa County Judges including 
Judge Edward R. Post, Judge Craig E. Bunce and Judge Susan A. Jonas and Fire 
Barn Gallery Director/Curator, Chris Protas. The winning submission will be 
prominently displayed for one year in a selected court building in Ottawa County. 
Specific details regarding the competition can be found at www.miOttawa.org.  
 

• Lady Justice Unveiled:  Funded by the Ottawa County Bar Association, a life-sized statue of Lady Justice 
has been commissioned for display in the clock tower of the Ottawa County Courthouse. Lady Justice has 
long been a timeless symbol of the importance of truth, fairness, equality and justice to the success of our 
society. This statue has been created with the expert assistance of Jeff Bernstein Exhibition Design, Inc. in 
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Kalamazoo and the Michigan Courthouse Learning Center at the Hall of Justice in Lansing. Lady Justice will 
be officially unveiled for the public on May 1 at 3:30PM in the Grand Haven Courthouse.  A short 
presentation by Chief Judge Edward R. Post and Ottawa County Bar Association President, David Rehm, 
will be followed by a reception in the jury assembly room and courthouse tours upon request.  
 

• Student Mock Trial:  Students from Corpus Christie Middle School in Holland will take part in a mock trial 
on May 1 in the Grand Haven Courthouse from 9AM until noon. The mock trial will be presided over by 
Judge Jon H. Hulsing and will give students an opportunity to serve as prosecutors, defense attorneys and 
witnesses in a fictionalized DUI case resulting in murder. The students are given a case scenario to review 
and study in preparation for their trial on May 1. Court staff and the public are welcome to view this event 
although seating is limited given the number of students participating. 
 

• Free Legal Clinics:  Michigan State University operates a number of free legal clinics for the public in 
association with their law school. Law students are supervised by attorneys and law professors and work 
together to provide advice on legal issues. Clinics address many legal areas including civil rights, criminal 
law, housing law, family law, tax law, immigration law, intellectual property law and securities law. MSU 
clinic representatives will be at the Grand Haven Courthouse on May 1 from 9AM to 6PM to offer free legal 
services to the public. Similarly, the County offers the Legal Self Help Center throughout the year, providing 
the public with information regarding court processes, forms and local practices for the 20th Circuit, 58th 
District and Ottawa County Probate Courts. Hours and locations of the centers are available at 
www.miottawa.org/Courts/Legal/ 

 
Access more county services and learn more at miOttawa.org, facebook.com/miottawa or @miOttawa on twitter. 

#  #  # 

Ottawa is the county of choice for living, working and playing. Over 1100 County of Ottawa employees work together 

and achieve this through their commitment to excellent, cost effective public services. For more information and services 

visit miOttawa.org. 
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