
 

 
 
 

 
 

April 11, 2014         For Immediate Release 

Media Contacts:  
Melanie Manion, Natural Resources Coordinator, Ottawa County Parks 
616-738-4811, mmanion@miottawa.org 
Shannon Felgner, Communications Manager, Ottawa County 
616-738-4811, sfelgner@miottawa.org 
 
[Suggested Tweet:  No Kidding-Ottawa County Parks Look to Goats to Manage Invasive Species] 
 
Note to media: We will alert you when goats arrive at sights in May for photo/video opportunities. 
 
Part One of An Invasive Species & Land Management Series: 
Ottawa County Parks Look to Goats to Manage Invasive Species 
 
OTTAWA COUNTY, MI -- Beginning in May of 2014, the Ottawa County Parks is piloting an eco-friendly alternative to 
killing-off invasive shrubs and plants: Goats grazing to their hearts’ content.   
 
Unlike other livestock, goats grazing on property prefer to eat woody, shrub-like plants. Some parks have had woody 
invasive species take root. Hungry goats will help the park’s battle to eradicate them from the land. Utilizing this 
innovative yet simple method reduces the need for herbicide application, is cost effective and allows access to 
locations where mowers or machinery could otherwise not reach. Goats grazing simulate mowing. Initially, mowing 
stimulates growth. However, repeat “applications” of grazing goats has shown to eliminate 90% of invasive, woody 
plants over three years. An herbicide follow-up treatment may be needed, but the application would be much lighter. 
 
Invasive plants being targeted include bush honeysuckle, autumn olive, Oriental bittersweet, poison ivy and 
buckthorn. Three county parks have been chosen for the treatment:  Eastmanville Bayou, Bur Oak and Riverside 
Park.  
 
Following the summer of 2014, staff will assess the program to identify any unanticipated issues, and then continue 
using the goats for two additional years for maximum impact.   
 
The cost for the project start-up is a one-time cost of $3000 for fencing plus $2500 each year to lease the goats. A 
generous donation of $2500 was received from the Friends of the Ottawa County Parks group for the project.  
 
Ottawa County Parks uses a variety of method to manage invasive species, including fires, weevils and herbicides, 
along with good-old-fashioned labor.   
 
Full Goat Land Management Proposal 
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For additional announcements,“like” the parks at facebook.com/OttawaCountyParks. Visit miOttawa.org/parks to 
learn more about the 6400 acres of parks and open spaces available for your enjoyment. Operations, improvements 
and programs are funded by grants and a parks millage. If you own a $150,000 home, you pay $24 annually 
investing in opportunities for outdoor recreation and nature education today and for future generations. 
 

#  #  # 
 

Ottawa is the county of choice for living, working and playing. Over 1100 County of Ottawa employees work together and achieve this through their 

commitment to excellent, cost effective public services. For more information and services visit www.miOttawa.org. 
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