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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

2011 ANNUAL REPORT  

  Ottawa County Parks and Recreation Commission 

 

 

2011 was a year of progress for the Ottawa County Parks and Recreation Commission as it 

continued to expand and improve the county's system of parks and open spaces in the fourth 

budget year of its 10-year millage program as renewed by voters in 2006.  At the end of 2011, 

the Ottawa County Parks and Open Space system included 26 County Parks and 13 Open Space 

lands totaling 6,343 acres. 

 

Park maintenance and operations staff continued to meet the challenge to provide high 

standards in the growing park system.  Park use increased throughout the park system, with 

particularly high winter use at Pigeon Creek Park.  Trail use continues to expand at the 70-plus 

miles of multi-use trails found in the park system.  Expanding land stewardship responsibilities 

provide challenges with growing invasive species threats and new habitat restoration 

commitments.  A new focus on expansion of the Ottawa County Parks volunteer program will 

provide manpower to assist with these labor intensive activities. 

 

The Parks Commission's interpretive programs’ popularity continued in 2011 with 103 

programs offered, including general nature walks, birding trips, butterfly-watching workshops, 

cross-country ski clinics, and many others.  The base of operations for interpretive programs 

and staff is the Ottawa County Parks Nature Education Center at Hemlock Crossing.  This new 

facility, which had its first full season of operation in 2011, also serves as a visitor center for 

the entire county park system.    

 

The Parks Commission continued its focus in 2011 on the establishment of greenways along 

key river corridors and the Lake Michigan coast with the acquisition of 294 acres of additional 

park and open space land.  Key land acquisitions included a spectacular 100-acre riverfront 

property which forms the core of the Grand River Ravines site in Georgetown Township and a 

122-acre addition to Grand River Open Space in Tallmadge Township.  Both acquisitions were 

made possible by state or federal grants, demonstrating the Parks Commission’s commitment to 

leveraging park millage funds to accomplish its goals. 

 

Two major park improvement projects were in the spotlight in 2011.  The Holland Harbor 

Fishing Access Project was completed and dedicated as part of the Historic Ottawa Beach 

Parks.  The improvements provide both fishing and walking access to a scenic stretch of 

shoreline where Lake Macatawa meets Lake Michigan.  Improvements to Eastmanville Bayou 

Open Space were completed and opened to the public in the fall.   Key features include a small 

boat launch on the bayou plus a universally accessible canoe and kayak launch on the Grand 

River.  The groundbreaking also occurred for another major project, park improvements at 

Connor Bayou, with a dedication anticipated in August of 2012.    

 

 

 



2 

 

 

 

 

2011 ANNUAL REPORT 

Ottawa County Parks and Recreation Commission 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

The 2011 Annual Report of the Ottawa County Parks and Recreation Commission was 

developed to provide a brief summary of Commission activities for the 2011 calendar year to 

the Ottawa County Board of Commissioners as called for in the Board Rules.  Additional 

information regarding all aspects of Parks Commission activities is available by contacting the 

County Parks Office. 

 

 

ORGANIZATIONAL SUMMARY 

 

The Ottawa County Parks and Recreation Commission oversees acquisition, development, 

operation and maintenance of twenty-six (26) County Parks, several undeveloped park 

properties and 13 Open Space lands totaling 6,343 acres (see Attachment A for a listing of all 

lands administered by the Parks Commission as of December 31, 2011).  In addition, the 

Commission oversees management of the Musketawa Trail under an agreement with the 

Michigan Department of Natural Resources.  The Commission's staff during 2011 consisted of 

sixteen full-time positions including the Parks and Recreation Director, Park Operations 

Superintendent, Parks Manager, six Park Supervisors, one Park Maintenance Worker, 

Coordinator of Park Planning and Development, Park Planner, Coordinator of Interpretive and 

Information Services, Naturalist/Information Specialist, Administrative Secretary and the Parks 

Secretary.  The Parks Commission employs approximately 80 seasonal and part-time staff 

including Park Attendants, Grounds Attendants, an intern and part-time Gatekeepers for eleven 

of the parks.   

 

 

MAINTENANCE AND OPERATIONS 

 

The Parks Commission recognizes that to successfully grow the park system it is as important 

to maintain a commitment to high quality maintenance and operations at existing facilities as it 

is to develop new facilities.  In 2011 there were new facilities with the addition of the Holland 

Harbor Fishing Access at Historic Ottawa Beach Parks and improvements to Eastmanville 

Bayou Open Space in Allendale. It was important to provide a special focus on these new 

facilities as they became established, but equally important was the thought and effort that was 

put into identifying maintenance needs at existing facilities.  As part of these efforts, initial 

steps were taken to improve cost-accounting methods to help guide maintenance decision-

making.   
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Park Use Trends  

In January and February, skiing and sledding at Pigeon Creek Park was once again very 

popular. The summer at the lakeshore was also busy and both seasonal operations ran smoothly.  

In all seasons it was noted that use of trails in general increased and parks such as the Rosy 

Mound Natural Area, Hemlock Crossing and Mt. Pisgah at Historic Ottawa Beach Parks were 

very popular and well used. 

 

Park use has traditionally varied greatly with the weather, especially in the winter at Pigeon 

Creek Park and in the summer at the Lake Michigan beach parks. In 2011 the weather was 

generally favorable for outdoor activities, however it was not as compelling as 2010. Factoring 

in the impact of weather on park attendance, field staff felt that overall park and facility use 

increased in 2011 over past years. 

 

Revenues  

Pigeon Lodge ski/concession operations produced close to $50,000 in revenues during busy 

winter weekends in January and February. This is second only to $55,000 collected in 2010 and 

a big jump over all previous years. This would appear to reflect the established popularity of 

this park for skiing and sledding as well as the growing popularity of snowshoeing.  

 

Motor vehicle fees are collected Memorial Day through Labor Day at four Lake Michigan 

parks, and also at Riverside Park for use of the boat launch. The total of $262,000 for 2011 was 

less than the $299,000 collected in 2010, but was the second highest total since fee collections 

began in 1989. It was anticipated in 2011 that Michigan’s new Recreational Passport fee 

program might make Holland State Park and Grand Haven State Park more popular and cut into 

County Park use.  However, there was no evidence of that occurring.   

 

Reservation fees were collected from 1068 reservations in 2011 which generated $82,775 and 

served more than 73,000 people at the 20 reservation sites. The number of reservations 

continues to increase each year and has almost doubled in the last 10 years. 
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Field Staff Efforts in 2011 

In 2011, field staff continued to meet the demands of an expanding work load resulting from 

growth of the park system. Facilities added in 2011 required special effort and attention as they 

became established, while facilities added in recent years and long-existing facilities required 

routine maintenance and general repairs.  The complexity of the park operations system 

increases as new facilities are added.  Duties are assigned to various field staff who are based at 

three operational centers spread around the county.     

 

As part of our strategy to ensure that maintenance of existing sites does not fall below the 

desired quality level, special effort was put into comprehensive field inspections in the fall of 

2011 by all Park Supervisors using a comprehensive format and considering a five-year time 

period. A series of meetings involving all field staff was held to identify tasks and help set task 

priorities for 2012 and subsequent years.  In related efforts to help plan and establish strategies 

for the most cost-effective maintenance of the parks, operational staff worked with 

administrative staff to improve cost-accounting procedures with a goal to produce the best 

information possible for management decision-making.   

 

Natural Resource Stewardship 

In 2011 the full-time position of Natural Resources Management Supervisor was added to staff. 

This is a very important position in the department with a dual role of taking the lead for the 

Parks Commission’s focus on natural resource stewardship, as well as managing a formal 

volunteer program (which is often related to stewardship tasks). With this position, the Ottawa 

County Parks and Recreation Commission is seeking to take an active and possibly a leadership 

role in networking with other stewardship and natural resources organizations in West 

Michigan. 

 

Alternative Labor 

Approximately 4,500 hours of volunteer service were used in 2011 for the maintenance and 

operations of parks and open spaces. This was up slightly from 4,000 hours in 2010. Volunteers 

participated in many ways including removal of invasive plants, completing projects during the 

United Way Day of Caring, completing Eagle Scout projects, performing playground 

inspections and other tasks. 

 

Also in 2011, a significant effort was made to create a formal volunteer development plan to 

establish the best way to recruit, manage, recognize and retain high-quality volunteers. The 

written plan was approved by the Parks Commission in late 2011 and will be implemented in 

2012. The goal is to expand the number of volunteer participation hours from the current total 

of 4,500 in 2011 to 10,000 or more by 2017. 
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES 

 

Public Interpretive Programs 

The Ottawa County Parks Nature Education Center offered 103 public interpretive programs 

throughout the parks system in 2011.  A total of 1,044 people attended these programs. These 

are programs that are listed in the park newsletter.  

 

Following is a summary of 2011 public interpretive programs. 

 

WINTER (December, January and February) 

How to Know Your Holiday Trees (1 program) 

Fireside Story Hour (1 program) 

Winter Family Fun (1 program) 

Animal Signs (1 program) 

A Close-Up Look at Winter Trees (1 program) 

Sleepy Snakes and Tired Turtles (1 program) 

Snowflakes: Micro Gems of Nature (1 program) 

Who is Watching You?  (1 program) 

What Skull is That?  (1 program) 

Galls: A Unique Relationship  (1 program) 

Winter Birding Field Trips (1 trip) 

An Introduction to Birding (1 program with 2 sessions)  

Snowshoe Clinic (1 program) 

Cross Country Ski and Waxing Workshop (1 program) 

 

SPRING (March, April and May) 

Signs of Spring Nature Walk Series (12 walks) 

Spring Bird Walks (6 walks) 

Spring Wildflower Walks  (5 walks) 

Big Day Birding Trip (1 trip) 

Pigeon River Kayak Trips (5 trips) 

D.J. Angus Trips (2 trips) 

Creating a Natural Photo Story (1 program with 2 sessions) 

 

SUMMER (June, July and August) 

Summer Interpretive Programs in the Parks Series (13 programs)  

Beach Zone (3 days) 

Ticks and Lyme Disease (1 program) 

The Secret Lives of Honey Bees  (1 program) 

What’s New in Hiking and Camping  (1 program) 

Shorebird Field Trip (1 trip) 

Butterfly Counts (1 count)  

D.J. Angus Trips (2 trips) 

Programs Just For Kids  (4 programs) 

Kids Nature Days  (2 all-day programs) 

Pigeon River Kayak Trips (3 trips) 
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FALL (September, October and November)  

Fall Fungus Field Trip (1 trip) 

Fall Interpretive Programs in the Parks Series                

(8 walks) 

Beyond Bass-Amazing Fishes of Ottawa County           

(1 program with 2 sessions) 

Thursday Morning Bird Walks (3 walks) 

Agates Inside and Out  (1 program) 

Children’s Puppet Show  (1 program) 

Birding the Pier Field Trip  (1 trip) 

Raptor Watch at Mt. Pisgah (1 trip)  

Pigeon River Kayak Trips (5 trips) 

Fall Astronomy Programs and Sky Viewing                   

(3 programs) 

 

Nature Education Center 

This is the first full operating year for the Ottawa County Parks Nature Education Center at 

Hemlock Crossing County Park.  The center also serves as the information center for the entire 

Ottawa County parks system.  The Coordinator of Interpretive and Information Services and the 

Parks Naturalist work out of the center.  Other staff includes 8 part-time Naturalist Guides, one 

Summer College Intern and one part-time Custodian.  The College Intern for 2011 was Julie 

Batty, a graduate student at GVSU. 

 

In addition to the many public programs and school 

programs offered through the center, other responsibilities at 

the center are many fold and include general cleaning and 

maintenance, greeting visitors, creating and maintaining 

exhibits, rule enforcement, setting up and taking down 

tables/chairs for groups, and much more.   

 

All of the Naturalist Guides have gone through a number of 

trainings on nature interpretation, working with different age groups, and content.  The 

Naturalist Guides lead many of the school groups that visit the center and their wages are 

covered directly by the program fees.  Five of the Naturalist Guides are also trained to work at 

the front desk to greet visitors, answer questions, and supervise the gift shop.  These guides 

work on weekdays and weekends on a rotating basis.  The two full-time naturalists work every 

other weekend year-round.  

 

The Center is a LEED- certified building (gold level) and is 

designed to be energy efficient.  The geothermal system, that 

provides both heating and air conditioning, did not function 

properly during 2011.  Park staff is working with the project 

engineers and others to try and determine how to resolve the 

problems and get the system functioning properly.     
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2011 Nature Education Center Attendance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2011 Nature Education Center* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Total revenue not including expenses 

 

OTHER NATURE EDUCATION CENTER PROJECTS AND INFORMATION  

 

ION Grant  

The Nature Education staff applied for and received an Including Our Neighbors Fund grant 

through the Michigan Disability Rights Coalition. The $15,835 (includes match) grant project 

was used to develop a program using animal skulls that will be offered to schools and the 

general public in 2012.  The majority of the $4,345 county match was through in-kind services. 

 

Parks Note Cards 

The Public Relations Committee approved a proposal by well known artist Amelia Hansen to 

create six original watercolor note cards of well-known scenes throughout the parks system in 

2010.  The cards were nearly completed at the end of 2011.  The cards will be sold at the Nature 

Education Center gift shop, and the images may be used in other parks public relations 

materials.      

 

Astronomy Programs 

The Nature Education Center formed a partnership with the Shoreline Amateur Astronomical 

Association to provide astronomy programs and sky viewings year-round at Hemlock Crossing 

County Park.  The programs began in summer 2011 and are very popular.  

 

Nature Detectives Day Camp 

Wetland Watch, a Spring Lake non-profit group, has been offering a program called Wetland 

Detectives for a number of years at one of the Spring Lake public schools. In 2011, the program 

was headquartered at the Nature Education Center.  The 2011 camp was offered to 15 middle 

Walk-In Visitors  7,979 Does not include those attending programs 

Public Programs  1,977 See list of public programs above 

School and other Youth Groups  2,596 Total of 55 groups 

Other Groups     998 Misc. adult and family programs 

Total Attendance 13,550   

Revenue Source Amount 

Gifts Shop sales $ 9,185.27 

Concessions $      31.82 

Parks Permits $    553.00 

Public Programs $ 5,212.00 

School Programs $ 7,559.90 

Reservations $    480.00 

Total Revenue $23,021.99 
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school students and was called Nature Detectives.  The 

program was held Tuesday through Thursday over a two-

week period and was conducted by NEC staff and area 

resources people. The 6 days included a field trip on the D.J. 

Angus research vessel out of Grand Haven, a day at Rosy 

Mound, a kayak trip on the Pigeon River, and more. Wetland 

Watch has secured funding to offer the program again in 

2012. 

 

Friends of Ottawa County Parks Project Fund 
The Friends group donated $1,275 to the Nature Education Center to purchase snowshoes that 

the center will use in programs and also as rentals throughout the winter. 

 

PARKS INFORMATION AND PUBLIC RELATIONS 

 

Newsletter 
Outdoors Ottawa County is the quarterly newsletter of the Ottawa County Parks & Recreation 

Commission.  By the end of 2011, the newsletter was being mailed to over 5,000 households as 

well as being distributed to libraries and other locations.  Another 1,500 individuals had signed 

up to view the newsletter online via an email notice sent by parks staff.  The newsletter 

provides current information on park projects and includes the seasonal schedule of interpretive 

program and Friends of Ottawa County Parks events.  The goal is to encourage more people to 

select the email option to save on future printing costs.  Printing was increased to 8,000 copies 

per issue in the summer of 2011, primarily due to the need for more newsletters by Friends of 

Ottawa County Parks to distribute at their events.  A group of volunteers assists in preparing the 

newsletters for mailing. 

 

Parks Brochure 

The Ottawa County parks brochure was updated with a new design.  The brochure is the main 

public relations piece for parks and provides a map and information on all parks and open space 

lands in the county park system.  The brochure also has general information on Ottawa County 

Parks.  A total of 40,000 brochures were printed which will last several years. 

  

NaturE-mail 

NaturE-mail is an email list that was started a number of years ago by the parks naturalist.  The 

original NaturE-mail list was primarily nature enthusiasts who were alerted to ongoing natural 

phenomena that were hard to predict in advance (like a rare bird sighting or the peak of spring 

wildflower blooming).  In June 2011, the purpose of the list was changed to a weekly email 

listing upcoming programs.  The NaturE-mail list now stands at over 1,400 people.   

 

Web Site 
The web site continues to be a good source for up-to-date information on parks, park projects, 

programs and more.   
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Social Networking 

Parks Naturalist Kristen Hintz developed a Facebook page for the parks web site in accordance 

with the Ottawa County Social Media Policy.  At the end of 2011, the site had nearly 500 

“friends.” 

 

 

PARK PLANNING 

 

Planning efforts to efficiently develop and manage existing park and open space properties were 

initiated at several sites, including the following:  

 

2011 Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan  
This comprehensive plan document is updated every five years and serves 

as the primary guide for park planning, acquisition, and development in 

the near future.  The newest plan was finalized, adopted by the Parks 

Commission, and approved by the Recreation Division of the Department 

of Natural Resources in early 2011.  This approval makes Ottawa County 

Parks eligible for certain state grants such as the Michigan Natural 

Resources Trust Fund. 

 

Holland Country Club Planning  
Conceptual master planning work was completed for this 122-acre site located primarily in the 

City of Holland.  The planning process included detailed site analysis, public input meetings, 

and preparation of a detailed site plan specifying proposed restoration areas and locations of 

visitor amenities including parking, trails, play area, picnicking and a disc golf course.  The 

Parks Commission intends to implement first phase park improvements in 2012. 

Ottawa Beach Pumphouse Architectural Study  
Ottawa County Parks partnered with the Historic 

Ottawa Beach Society to engage an architectural firm 

to undertake a review of this historic building to assess 

the structural challenges associated with restoration.  

Conceptual plans were completed which illustrated the 

improvements necessary to utilize the building as a 

historical museum and also make the surrounding site 

suitable for public use.  This work included a detailed 
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cost estimate and renderings of the proposed facility.  

Ottawa County Parks made a commitment to fund a 

portion of the improvements and lease the building to 

the Historic Ottawa Beach Society (HOBS).  The 

planning work and lease commitment allows HOBS 

to begin fundraising efforts to pay for the bulk of the 

building improvements and other work needed to 

establish the museum. 

 

Macatawa Shoreline/Parkside Marina Study  
The Parks Commission hired a firm specializing in marina design and development to conduct a 

feasibility study for the waterfront area which includes the Parkside Marina at the Historic 

Ottawa Beach Parks.  The work included a market feasibility study, marina master plan 

including a public walkway, and operational options.  The plan was received by the Parks 

Commission with vocal opposition from the current marina 

operator and patrons.  The Parks Commission is still assessing 

its next step with an expressed goal to maximize the public 

benefit of this key waterfront property which is currently under 

lease to the private operator.   

 

Musketawa Trail Extension  
Extensive efforts were expended to coordinate, negotiate, plan, 

and permit an alternate trail route for the easterly extension of 

the Musketawa Trail to minimize the impact on an adjacent 

farmer.  This effort included extensive coordination with many 

parties including the Ottawa County Planning and Performance 

Improvement Department, the County Board of Commissioners, 

various state agencies, Kent County, and design consultants.  

The end result was the successful design of an alternate trail 

route and purchase of the necessary property. 

 

Eastmanville Farm Memory Grove  
Detailed designs were developed for an interpretive plaza to be located in a grove of mature 

trees near the park entrance.  The plaza will feature displays highlighting the history of this site 

as the county’s poor farm, including more detailed 

information about some of the interesting people 

who lived there.  Much volunteer effort has 

supported this project.  

 

Waterfront Walkway at Historic Ottawa Beach 
A grant was submitted to and approved by the 

Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund for funding 

assistance with the final segment of waterfront 

walkway along Lake Macatawa at Historic Ottawa 

Beach.   
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LAND ACQUISITION 

 

The Parks Commission continued its progress in expanding its land base to meet future park 

and open space needs in Ottawa County with the purchase of 294 acres of land in 2011. This 

includes the following properties: 

 

Marne Bog Acquisition and Extension of the Musketawa Trail  
Working in cooperation with the County’s Planning and Performance Improvement Department 

and the Board of Commissioners, Ottawa County Parks acquired a 43-acre property in Wright 

Township to accomplish two objectives: 1) add land and provide access to the Marne Bog 

Natural Area, a special natural community which had been targeted for purchase for many 

years, and 2) provide an alternate route for the Musketawa Trail Extension around the Triick 

Farm, a feedlot operation that may have been negatively impacted by the planned route for the 

State trail. The trail extension will connect the existing Musketawa Trail, a 26-mile recreational 

trail in Muskegon and Ottawa Counties, to regional trails in Kent County.   

 

Grand River Ravines  

Ottawa County Parks acquired two properties in Georgetown Township totaling 119 acres with 

2,640 feet on the Grand River.  One of the properties, a 100-acre site with one home on a high 

bluff overlooking the river, had been an acquisition target for over a decade.  The property 

includes deep wooded ravines that ranked among the 

County’s highest-quality natural lands in a 1988 survey by 

the Michigan Natural Features Inventory.  Total cost of the 

property was $1,688,750 and a Michigan Natural Resources 

Trust Fund Grant contributed nearly $600,000 toward the 

purchase.  An adjacent 19-acre parcel, also with riverfront 

and ravines, was acquired later in the year for $186,000.  A 

private donor contributed $80,000 toward the purchase of 

this parcel which will be called the John J. Helstrom Natural 

Area.  The adjacent 68-acre Fillmore at the Bend Open 

Space properties will be combined with the newly acquired 119 acres to form a new 187-acre 

county park called Grand River Ravines.  Preliminary plans call for hiking trails as well as a 

paved pathway for biking, roller-blading and other non-motorized uses.  Fishing access and 

docks are proposed along the waterfront, as is a canoe/kayak landing.   An existing structure 

will be used as a multi-purpose building for interpretive programs and group rentals including 

meetings and retreats.   

 

Grand River Open Space Expanded  
A 122-acre property in Tallmadge Township was acquired to expand its Grand River Open 

Space property within the Grand River Greenway.  The purchase price of $475,000 is offset by 

$220,000 in funding through Ducks Unlimited and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  The 

property will be combined with the existing 111-acre Grand River Open Space land to form a 

233-acre county open space to be managed primarily for habitat preservation.  Hiking trails will 

be provided as will opportunities for hunting, fishing and wildlife viewing.  This was also a key 

acquisition in protecting the scenic viewshed from Grand River Ravines.  
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Donation Expands Pigeon River Open Space 

The  L.W. Timmer family made its third land donation in the past six years to expand the 

Pigeon River Open Space property to 40 acres.  This undeveloped property located east of the 

highway has 2,354 feet of Pigeon River frontage and preserves an important habitat corridor for 

wildlife.   

 

 

PARK DEVELOPMENT AND IMPROVEMENTS 

 

Many significant park improvement projects were undertaken in 2011 as summarized below: 

 

Holland Harbor Fishing Access Project  
Construction was completed on this $600,000 project to 

provide new access to the shore of Lake Macatawa adjacent 

to the Holland channel into Lake Michigan and the Holland 

State Park beach.  The project, funded in part by a $500,000 

grant from the Great Lakes Fishery Trust, includes a small 

parking area, seating and interpretative displays with 

historical and marine themes, and extensive boardwalks and 

docks to provide barrier-free access along the shoreline and 

out into the lake.  Special emphasis was placed on designing 

facilities that will benefit fishermen in reaching desirable angling locations as well as providing 

circulation for the general public. 

 

Eastmanville Bayou Improvements  
Construction was completed for site access improvements at this highly visible site adjacent to 

the 68th Street bridge 

over the Grand River.  

Improvements include 

new paved parking, a 

small boat launch on 

the inland Eastmanville 

Bayou, a pedestrian 

underpass of 68th Street 

to provide safe access 

to trails on the eastern 

half of the site, rustic toilets, a shelter, and picnic tables. A unique barrier-free canoe/kayak 

launch on the Grand River was also installed and has been 

very well received by kayak enthusiasts.  

 

Ottawa Beach (Park 12) Walkway Repairs  
As part of a scheduled sequence of public walkway 

improvements, another significant section of badly 

deteriorated concrete walkway was removed and replaced.  

This was the fourth phase of walkway improvements 

completed to date.  An additional walkway improvement 

project is scheduled for 2012. 
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Fred Meijer Kenowa Trail at Spring Grove  
Working with Zeeland and Jamestown Townships, Ottawa 

County Parks assisted this project with $200,000 in funding 

and design assistance for portions of the trail that run 

adjacent to Spring Grove Park and the Upper Macatawa 

Natural Area (UMNA).  The Meijer Kenowa Trail is an 

important regional trail that will eventually connect Holland 

via the Macatawa Greenway through the UMNA to the Kent 

Trails non-motorized pathway system in Kent County. 

 

Upper Macatawa Natural Area Restoration   
Wetland restoration work was completed on an additional 20

-acre area north of Byron Road.  The work included new 

shallow-water wetland areas and buffer plantings adjacent to 

the neighboring subdivision.  The project was funded with 

assistance from the Natural Resource Conservation Service 

through the United States Department of Agriculture. 

 

 

Musketawa Trail Extension  
Construction of the alternate trail route began, including trail 

clearing, trail base installation, and screening for the adjacent 

land owner.  The construction project, the bulk of which is 

located in Kent County, is directly overseen by the Kent 

County Road Commission on behalf of Kent County Parks. 

 

Macatawa Open Space 

(Holland Country Club) Restoration   
Ottawa County Parks was awarded a $646,800 grant from 

the EPA through its Great Lakes Restoration Initiative grant 

program to restore wetlands and improve water quality.  The 

project involves working with partners to implement best 

management practices identified in the Macatawa Watershed 

Implementation Plan including 32 acres of wetland 

restoration plus streambank stabilization in the lower 

riverfront portions of the site.  Earthwork began in the fall of 2011 to excavate new wetland 

areas and prepare them for additional restoration and native seeding.  Excavated soils were 

strategically placed to complement future recreation 

facilities to be constructed in 2012. 

 

Pine Bend Parking Area Improvements  
The existing gravel parking area serving Pine Bend Park and 

the Weaver house was paved in response to growing needs 

for a clean, stable parking surface for more formal events.  

Drainage was also improved to reduce or eliminate seasonal 

flooding of a portion of the existing parking area. 
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Connor Bayou  

Construction began on a $535,000 project to add visitor amenities to this beautiful but 

undeveloped site, and to implement portions of the park master plan adopted in 2010.  Site 

improvements will include a new entrance with park sign, widening the gravel entry drive, 

paved parking near the waterfront, hiking and ski trails, overlook decks, kayak landing, fishing 

dock and picnic areas.  The log structure on the site will be improved to facilitate group use, 

including the addition of a large deck overlooking the river.  Park improvements will be 

completed by mid-summer of 2012. 
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2012 PARKS COMMISSION GOALS 

 

Integrate New Operational Commitments While Continuing High Quality Park Operations – 

The Parks Commission will strive to continue balancing operational capability with 

growth of the park system.  A major focus will be to expand the Commission’s ability to 

utilize volunteers in controlling invasive species and other land management tasks.   

Fiscal Responsibility – Continue emphasis on reducing costs, exploring new revenue sources 

and operating in the most cost-effective manner possible in response to declining 

property tax revenues.  Cost-accounting work will continue to better identify the cost of 

individual parks, and programs and facilities to allow for improved decision-making 

both short-term and long-range. 

Diversified Funding Strategy – Continue the focus on maintaining a diversified long-range 

funding strategy for the county park system as identified in the 2011 Parks Plan, with 

continued focus on expanding donations from the private sector and identifying new 

sources of public grant support.    

Long Range Parks Plan – Following completion and adoption of the updated long-range plan in 

2011, staff and the Commission will seek to implement the various strategies identified 

in the plan in 2012. 

Public Relations – Recognizing the importance of good public relations and the rapidly 

evolving changes in the media, the Parks Commission will seek an outside consultant to 

audit its current public relations efforts and work with the Commission to develop a 

strategic public relations plan to promote awareness of the county park system with 

county residents and visitors.  

Grand River Greenway – The Parks Commission will push forward with the development of a 

more detailed greenway master plan and work to build public and local government 

support for the greenway initiative.  The Commission will continue efforts to expand 

public access to recently acquired greenway properties, including trails at Bur Oak 

Landing and other open space properties, in addition to larger scale improvements 

planned for Connor Bayou.  A goal is to begin a master plan for the Grand River 

Ravines property.  Efforts will continue to enhance the recently developed Grand River 

Heritage Water Trail.  Efforts will continue to monitor and acquire target properties in 

the river corridor, seeking grant support as needed.  Finally, the Parks Commission will 

partner with the Grand River Greenway Parks Celebration 2012 Committee, a citizen 

group which has come together to take the lead in planning a year-long celebration of 

parks along the Grand River, including a focus on both natural and cultural history.   

 Pigeon River Greenway – Continue to monitor the availability of key lands in the river corridor 

for potential acquisition, and promote use of existing parks.  

Macatawa River Greenway – Implement the master plan for the recently acquired Holland 

Country Club property, including the large EPA-funded restoration project and first 

phase park improvements.  Continue work with greenway partners to expand and 

improve the greenway system. 

Lake Michigan Coastal Greenway – Complete the Olive Shores park improvement project and 

open this new Lake Michigan park to public use in early 2012.     

Interpretive Programs and Nature Education Center – Continue to improve operations and 

programming at the Nature Education Center, and continue to expand programs for 
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school and other youth groups.  Continue soliciting donations for the Nature Education 

Center Endowment Fund.   

Friends Group – Continue close coordination and collaboration with Friends Group, which 

serves as a support group for Ottawa County Parks. 

Historic Ottawa Beach Parks (Park 12) – Begin planning and engineering to construct the final 

segment of the waterfront walkway at the Historic Ottawa Beach Parks.  Assistance 

with the $600,000 project will be provided by a $300,000 grant from the Michigan 

Natural Resources Trust Fund.  Continue working with the Historic Ottawa Beach 

Society toward the goal of establishing a museum in the historic pumphouse.  Continue 

to evaluate alternatives for improving public access to and benefits from the waterfront 

properties at this site including leased marina property.      

Stewardship Activities – Continue efforts to provide a high level of land stewardship through 

control of invasive species, development of land management and stewardship plans, 

and restoration of degraded sites.  Focus on habitat restoration at the Macatawa 

Greenspace property.  Evaluate the need to cooperatively manage deer populations in 

and around various park sites to protect native vegetation and the ecological health of 

the park properties. 

Bend Area Site – Continue to work with the mining companies and other landowners to 

implement the Bend Area Master Plan, with a long-range goal of expanding 

opportunities for swimming and other water-based activities in eastern Ottawa County.   

Eastmanville Farm – Continue work to improve public access for equestrians and hikers, and 

expand historic interpretation with the development of the Memory Grove as identified 

in the site master plan.  Continue efforts to collaborate with the agricultural community 

to develop a farm park at Eastmanville Farm.   

Accessibility – Continue to make modifications to parks and facilities to remove barriers and 

achieve universal accessibility to the greatest extent possible throughout the park 

system. 

Open Space Lands – Continue efforts to improve public awareness and access to Open Space 

lands.  Construct and mark trails at selected open-space lands to facilitate greater public 

use. 
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