
Restoring the Macatawa Watershed 



 



Land Use  







Coliform Bacteria E. coli 



• 18-month, research-based study 
 

• Investigated the two main problems: 
– Sediment and nutrients 
– Bacteria 
 

• Diverse partnerships 

Phase One: 



46 Sediment Sampling Locations 



Sediment Sampler Results 
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The 
Plan…
… 



 • Annis Water Resources Institute – GVSU 
 

• Outdoor Discovery Center Macatawa Greenway 
 

• Macatawa Watershed Project 
 

• Hope College 
 

• Niswander Environmental 
 

• Progressive AE 
 

 

Restoration Team 



 

• No “silver bullet” fix 
 

• Multi-faceted approach required 
 

Phase Two: Solutions  



 

• Restoration Plan = $11,976,000 
 

• Major focus on public / private partnership 
 

Required Investment: 



 

Phase Two Goals: 
Working with partners: 
 
 
 
 

 
 

• ID key areas for land acquisition and restoration 

• Prioritize restoration/remediation options to 
maximize benefit 

• ID BMP’s – both urban and agricultural 

• Create Information/Education program 

• Provide for long-term management/maintenance 
  



 

Project  
Endorsement (to date) 
 
 

Allegan Conservation District  
Annis Water Resources Institute 
Blue Sky Sessions 
City of Holland 
City of Zeeland 
Community Foundation of the 
Holland/Zeeland Area 
Dykhuis Farms 
Fairly Painless Advertising 
Fifth Third Bank 
Haworth Inc. 
Herman Miller Inc. 
Holland Board of Public Works 
Holland Charter Township 
Hope College 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Laketown Township 
Land Conservancy of West Michigan 
MACC Policy Board 
Michigan West Coast Chamber of 
Commerce  
Ottawa County Conservation District 
Ottawa County Water Resources 
Commissioner 
Ottawa County Board of Commissioners 
Ottawa County Parks and Recreation 
Commission  
Park Township  
Piper Restaurant & Eldean Ship Yard 
Patty Birkholz, West Michigan Director LCV 
Request Foods 
Smith Haughey Rice & Roegge 
Yacht Basin Marina 
Zeeland Charter Township 



 

Advisory Board 
• Jim & Donna Brooks 
• Scott Brooks 
• Dick & Betsy DeVos 
• Rick DeVos 
• Janet DeYoung 
• Bob Fenton 
• Mike Volkema 
• Sid Jansma 
• Steve Bulthuis 

 



 

Project Support 

 
 
 

• Leadership 
• Brooks’ & DeVos’ 

• Community Impact Grant 
• Community Foundation of the Holland/Zeeland Area 
• Michigan West Coast Chamber of Commerce 

• Corporate  
• Haworth Inc 
• Herman Miller  
• Fifth Third Bank 





 

















www.macatawaclarity.org 
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