
Ottawa County Real 
Estate Evaluations

From 1984-2019



Why do real estate evaluations?

• Protect Public Health and Environment

• Ensure systems are functioning correctly

• Ensure buyers know what they are purchasing

• Educational opportunity on operation and maintenance 



What do we evaluate

• Well construction

• Well isolation distances

• Water quality

• Tank size and construction

• Drainfield size and condition

• Drainfield isolation to water table and surface water





What do we find

Well corrections last three years

• 40- buried well heads

• 23- water results over MCL

• 57- well to close to septic 
components

• 60- improperly abandoned wells

• 130- Well construction issues

SDS corrections last three years

• 25- direct discharges to ditch- 1.8mg

• 24- could not locate a system- 1.75mg

• 7- systems installed on wrong property

• 59-systems installed in the water table-
4.3mg

• 63- undersized systems

• 54- systems full of sludge

















Matthew Allen

Environmental Health Supervisor

mallen@miottawa.org
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