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Sylvia Rhodea 
Vice-Chairperson

To All Ottawa County Commissioners:  

The Ottawa County Board of Commissioners will meet on Tuesday, April 23 at 6:30 PM for the 
regular April meeting of the Board at the Ottawa County Fillmore Street Complex in West Olive, 
Michigan and via Zoom and YouTube. 

The Agenda is as follows: 

1. Call to Order by the Chairperson

2. Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance

3. Roll Call

4. Correspondence

A. Bill Schmiege, Citizens for Local Choice

5. Public Comment

6. Approval of Agenda

7. Consent Resolutions:

From the County Clerk/Register

A. Board of Commissioners Meeting Minutes
Suggested Motion:
To approve the minutes of the April 9, 2024 Board of Commissioners meeting.

From Administration 

B. Post-Execution Ratification of Contracts under Section IV(D)(2) of the Ottawa County
Contracting Authorization and Form Policy
Suggested Motion:
To ratify all contracts for the period of March 1, 2024 to March 31, 2024 currently
pending on the post-execution ratification list as authorized under Section IV(D)(2) of
the Ottawa County Contracting Authorization and Form Policy.



 
 

8. Agenda and Action Requests:  
 

A. 2024 Ottawa County Equalized Values 4037C 
Suggested Motion: 
To approve the 2024 Ottawa County Equalized values Form 4037C for each jurisdiction in 
the County. 
 

B. 2024 Ottawa County Equalized Values L4024 
Suggested Motion: 
To approve the 2024 Ottawa County Equalized values and to appoint the Equalization 
Director to represent Ottawa County at State Equalization Hearings. 
 

C. Resolution to Promote Life 
Suggested Motion: 
To approve a resolution to promote life. 
 

D. Autism Awareness Month Resolution 
Suggested Motion: 
To approve a resolution declaring April as Autism Awareness Month. 
 

E. Citizens for Local Choice Resolution 
Suggested Motion: 
To approve a resolution in support of Citizens for Local Choice. 

 
9. Committee Reports 

 
10. Public Comment 
 
11. Additional Business 

 
A. Chairman’s Update 

 
12. Adjournment at Call of the Chairperson 

 



PROPOSED 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE OTTAWA COUNTY 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
APRIL SESSION – FIRST DAY 

 
The Ottawa County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, April 9, 2024, at 9:03 a.m. 
and was called to order by the Chairperson. 
 
The prayer was pronounced by Pastor Mike Gafa. 
 
Chairperson Moss led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America. 
 
Present at roll call:  Gretchen Cosby, Lucy Ebel, Doug Zylstra, Jacob Bonnema, Joe Moss, 
Kendra Wenzel, Rebekah Curran, Sylvia Rhodea, Roger Belknap, Roger Bergman, Allison 
Miedema. (11) 

 
Correspondence 
 

  None. 
 

Public Comments 
 
Public comments were made by the following: 
 
1. Dianne Fikse-City of Zeeland 

2. Walter Davis-Grand Haven 

3. Nancy Pochron-Georgetown Township 

4. Derrick Muilenburg-Holland Township 

5. Marla Walters-Holland Township 

6. Marcia Mansaray-Holland Township 

7. Rebecca Patrick-Allendale Township 

8. Bob Spaman-Blendon Township 

9. Cindy Kornoelje-Tallmadge Township 

10. Grace-City of Zeeland 

11. Teresa White-Robinson Township 

12. Lori Grasman-Robinson Township 

13. Jim Kuiper-Holland Township 

14. Kendra Wenzel-Georgetown Township 

 

Approval of Agenda  

 

B/C 24-089 Sylvia Rhodea moved to approve the agenda. 
 
 The motion passed. 
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Consent Resolutions 
  
 Chairperson Moss requested to remove Consent Resolution 7E to Action Request 8A.  

Commissioner Zylstra has requested Consent Resolutions 7F through 7V to Action 
Requests 8B through 8R.  

 
B/C 24-090 Allison Miedema moved to approve the following Consent Resolutions. 
 

A. To approve the minutes of the March 26, 2024, Board of Commissioners 
meeting. 
 

B. To receive for information the Parks and Recreation 2023 Annual Report. 
 

C. To receive for information the Ottawa County Human Resources 2023 Annual 
Report. 
 

D. To approve the general claims in the amount of $15,177,198.49 as presented by 
the summary report for February 26 through March 22, 2024. 

 
The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Roger Belknap, Rebekah Curran, 
Gretchen Cosby, Jacob Bonnema, Sylvia Rhodea, Doug Zylstra, Kendra Wenzel, Allison 
Miedema, Lucy Ebel, Roger Bergman, Joe Moss. (11) 

 
  Agenda and Action Requests 
 
B/C 24-091 Roger Bergman moved to receive the Annual Comprehensive Financial Report of the 

County of Ottawa for the Year Ended September 30, 2023. 
 
 The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Gretchen Cosby, Roger Bergman, 

Doug Zylstra, Jacob Bonnema, Kendra Wenzel, Allison Miedema, Rebekah Curran, Lucy 
Ebel, Roger Belknap, Sylvia Rhodea, Joe Moss. (11) 

 
B/C 24-092 Gretchen Cosby moved to receive the Local Government Retirement System Annual 

Report as required by Public Act 202 of 2017. 
 
 The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Jacob Bonnema, Lucy Ebel, Roger 

Bergman, Allison Miedema, Kendra Wenzel, Gretchen Cosby, Sylvia Rhodea, Rebekah 
Curran, Doug Zylstra, Roger Belknap, Joe Moss. (11) 

 
B/C 24-093 Roger Bergman moved to approve a contract with District Health Dept #10.  By 

approving this contract, this motion also recognizes and appropriates the grant funds. 
 
 The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Roger Belknap, Rebekah Curran, 

Allison Miedema, Kendra Wenzel, Gretchen Cosby, Doug Zylstra, Roger Bergman, Jacob 
Bonnema, Sylvia Rhodea, Lucy Ebel, Joe Moss. (11) 

 
B/C 24-094 Roger Bergman moved to approve a contract with Prein & Newhof for water pick-up 

and testing services. 
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 The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Roger Bergman, Doug Zylstra, Roger 
Belknap, Gretchen Cosby, Rebekah Curran, Lucy Ebel, Sylvia Rhodea, Allison Miedema, 
Jacob Bonnema, Kendra Wenzel, Joe Moss. (11) 

 
B/C 24-095 Roger Bergman moved to approve a contract for a CHIP Facilitator. 
 

The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Doug Zylstra, Roger Bergman, Lucy 
Ebel, Roger Belknap, Gretchen Cosby, Allison Miedema, Jacob Bonnema, Sylvia Rhodea, 
Rebekah Curran, Kendra Wenzel, Joe Moss. (11) 

 
B/C 24-096 Roger Bergman moved to approve a contract with Delta Dental. 
 

The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Lucy Ebel, Gretchen Cosby, Allison 
Miedema, Rebekah Curran, Sylvia Rhodea, Doug Zylstra, Kendra Wenzel, Roger Belknap, 
Jacob Bonnema, Roger Bergman, Joe Moss. (11) 

 
B/C 24-097 Roger Belknap moved to approve a contract with SHI International Corp for the 

purchase of Adobe subscriptions, for a 3-year contract equaling $90,000. 
 
 The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Kendra Wenzel, Rebekah Curran, Doug 

Zylstra, Roger Belknap, Sylvia Rhodea, Allison Miedema, Lucy Ebel, Roger Bergman, 
Jacob Bonnema, Gretchen Cosby, Joe Moss. (11) 

 
B/C 24-098 Gretchen Cosby moved to approve the contract with IGM Technology Corp. for the 

purchase of the Financial Reporting software. 
 

The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Roger Belknap, Rebekah Curran, 
Gretchen Cosby, Jacob Bonnema, Sylvia Rhodea, Doug Zylstra, Kendra Wenzel, Allison 
Miedema, Lucy Ebel, Roger Bergman, Joe Moss. (11) 

 
B/C 24-099 Roger Belknap moved to approve the request from Human Resources to approve an 

agreement with TimeClocks Plus LLC for time and attendance software for a total cost of 
$413,135 over the seven year period. 

 
 The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Gretchen Cosby, Roger Bergman, 

Doug Zylstra, Jacob Bonnema, Kendra Wenzel, Allison Miedema, Rebekah Curran, Lucy 
Ebel, Roger Belknap, Sylvia Rhodea, Joe Moss. (11) 

 
B/C 24-100 Roger Bergman moved to sign the contract between Ottawa County and Nederveld, Inc., 

Feenstra & Associates Inc., Holland Engineering Inc., Pathfinder Engineering Inc., and 
Exxel Engineering Inc. for services under the Monumentation/Remonumentation 
Program. 

 
 The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Jacob Bonnema, Lucy Ebel, Roger 

Bergman, Allison Miedema, Kendra Wenzel, Gretchen Cosby, Sylvia Rhodea, Rebekah 
Curran, Doug Zylstra, Roger Belknap, Joe Moss. (11) 

 
B/C 24-101 Gretchen Cosby moved to approve the FY2024 budget adjustments per the attached 

schedule. 
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The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Roger Belknap, Rebekah Curran, 
Allison Miedema, Kendra Wenzel, Gretchen Cosby, Doug Zylstra, Roger Bergman, Jacob 
Bonnema, Sylvia Rhodea, Lucy Ebel, Joe Moss. (11) 
 

B/C 24-102 Allison Miedema moved to reallocate excess unrestricted $1,839,314 from the 
Department of Public Health Fund and excess unrestricted $640,026 from the Child Care 
Fund for a total of $2,479,340 to the General Fund. 

 
 The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Roger Belknap, Gretchen Cosby, 

Rebekah Curran, Lucy Ebel, Sylvia Rhodea, Allison Miedema, Jacob Bonnema, Kendra 
Wenzel, Joe Moss. (9) 

 
 Nays:  Roger Bergman and Doug Zylstra. (2) 

 
B/C 24-103 Roger Bergman moved to accept the proposal from MCSA Group for architectural and 

engineering services for the Upper Macatawa 84th Street Trail head Restroom Building. 
 
 Commissioner Curran stepped out from the meeting at 10:42am. 
 

The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Doug Zylstra, Roger Bergman, Lucy 
Ebel, Roger Belknap, Gretchen Cosby, Allison Miedema, Jacob Bonnema, Sylvia Rhodea, 
Kendra Wenzel, Joe Moss. (10) 
 
Commissioner Curran returned to the meeting at 10:45am. 

 
B/C 24-104 Roger Belknap moved to place the countywide road millage on the August 2024 ballot 

for voter consideration. 
 
 The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Lucy Ebel, Gretchen Cosby, Allison 

Miedema, Rebekah Curran, Sylvia Rhodea, Doug Zylstra, Kendra Wenzel, Roger Belknap, 
Jacob Bonnema, Roger Bergman, Joe Moss. (11) 

 
B/C 24-105 Gretchen Cosby moved to go into a break at 10:52 a.m. 
 
 The motion passed. 
 
 Chairperson Moss called the meeting back to order at 11:09 a.m. 

 
Committee Reports 

 
A.  Ottawa County Parks and Recreation 2023 Annual Report-Jason Shamblin, Parks 
Director, presented the 2023 Ottawa County Parks and Recreation Annual Report. 
 
B.  Ottawa County Human Resources 2023 Annual Report-Marcie VerBeek, Human 
Resources Director, presented the 2023 Ottawa County Human Resources Annual 
Report. 
 
Public Comment 

 
1. Walter Davis-Grand Haven 
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2. Thomas Nieboer-Coopersville 

3. Daniel Vandenbosch-City of Holland 

4. Teresa White-Robinson Township 

5. Rebecca Patrick-Allendale Township 

 

Online Public Comment 

 

1. Joe Spaulding-Holland Township 

2. Dan Winiarski-Georgetown Township 

3. Justin Compagner-Park Township 

 

Additional Business 

 

A. Administrator’s Report-Interim Administrator Jon Anderson gave an update. 

 

B. Chairman’s Update-Chairperson Moss gave an update. 

 
Adjournment at Call of the Chairperson 

 
  The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at 12:24 p.m. 
    
  

JUSTIN F. ROEBUCK, Clerk/Register  JOE MOSS, Chairperson 
Of the Board of Commissioners   Of the Board of Commissioners 

 
 



Board Ratification Contracts
Report Date Range: 3/1/2024 - 3/31/2024 

CONTRACT REQUESTED 
DATE

APPROVED 
DATE

REQUESTING AGENCY VENDOR/3RD PARTY CONTRACT 
AMOUNT

MULTI YEAR 
CONTRACT

REVENUE
/EXPENSE

PURPOSE

2215 02/14/2024 03/12/2024 CAA                                                         HOLLAND BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS          
                     

$50,000.00 NO REVENUE        
          

Contract with Holland Board of Public 
Works to assist their customers with 
utility payments and to complete the 
application process for the Promise 

Funds, a Holland BPW program.  This 
is a fee per service contract for up to 

$50,000.  Contract total will vary 
based on customers assisted.

2216 02/14/2024 03/14/2024 TREASURER                                             
      

SYMPRO INC.                                                 $8,000.00 YES EXPENSE         
         

This contract is for the Investment 
Tracking software that the 

Treasurer's Office uses to track and 
price the County's investments.

2217 02/14/2024 03/12/2024 FISCAL SERVICES                                    
         

GUIDEHOUSE                                                  NO EXPENSE         
         

To amend the Guidehouse Master 
Services Agreement, which expired 

1/31/2024, by extending the 
agreement until 12/31/2024

This is only a change in timing of the 
contract, and will not change the 

value of the contract.

2223 02/19/2024 03/12/2024 INNOVATION & TECHNOLOGY            
                         

CADRE COMPUTER RESOURCES CO.            
                    

$19,560.91 NO EXPENSE         
         

This is for the annual support & 
software maintenance on IT's Ivanti 

software.  Our Ivanti software 
includes the following modules:

- Service Desk Manager for managing 
requests for IT assistance from 

County staff
- Password Director, which allows 

users to unlock and reset their own 
AD passwords

- End Point Manager, which is used to 
push software to computers on the 

network, remote control into 
computers to offer assistance, deploy 

patches and updates to keep our 
software and operating systems up-
to-date to prevent security breaches

'Revenue' Total Amount:
'Expense' Total Amount: $460,048.86

$470,000.00

Board Ratification Report - Page 1 of 4 [4/19/2024 9:24:15 AM]



2230 02/23/2024 03/12/2024 DEPARTMENT OF STRATEGIC 
IMPACT                              

GEORGETOWN CHARTER TOWNSHIP          
                       

$70,302.00 NO EXPENSE         
         

To authorize the subcontract 
agreement with Georgetown Charter 
Township to perform transportation 
services for the FY2024 Specialized 

Services Program

2231 02/23/2024 03/12/2024 DEPARTMENT OF STRATEGIC 
IMPACT                              

PIONEER RESOURCES INC.                             
         

$187,936.00 NO EXPENSE         
         

To authorize the subcontract 
agreement with Pioneer Resources 

Inc. to perform transportation 
services for the FY2024 Specialized 

Services Program

2232 02/26/2024 03/12/2024 CAA                                                         RESILIENCE                                                  $8,000.00 NO REVENUE        
          

Contract with Resilience to provide 
Housing Quality Standards 

inspections on their rental units.  This 
is a fee per service contract.  The 
contract total will vary based on 

inspections completed.

2234 02/29/2024 03/12/2024 FACILITIES MAINTENANCE                   
                   

SHORELINE SERVICES INC                              
        

$4,930.00 YES EXPENSE         
         

To provide pest control services at 
the Family Justice Center and Storage 

Building.

Board Ratification Report - Page 2 of 4 [4/19/2024 9:24:15 AM]



2235 02/29/2024 03/19/2024 ADMINISTRATOR                                   
            

GRANICUS LLC                                                $41,869.95 NO EXPENSE         
         

Ottawa County began using 
GovDelivery by Granicus as the 
mechanism to power Ottawa 

County's public communication. The 
GovDelivery by Granicus 

Communication System was publicly 
launched in July 2015. With 
GovDelivery, residents visit 

miOttawa.org and subscribe to 
receive Ottawa County news and 

information via email or text message 
from up to 185 topics. The 

subscribers choose the topics which 
interest them plus how often they 

wish to receive communication: real-
time, or digested as daily or weekly 

messages. Features of the 
GovDelivery system enable and 

encourage citizen sharing via email 
and social media. There is no fee for 

the public to subscribe to Ottawa 
County news. Other key features 

include website change detection, 
social sharing buttons, promotion 

within the network of Granicus-
GovDelivery customers, department 

collaboration, visual cohesiveness 
and metrics. Because the system 

serves only government bodies, the 
messages are not considered spam 
by email providers and kept out of 
junk or spam inboxes. The system 

available to all County departments 
and is widely utilized. As of January 
2024, Ottawa County had 129,340 

subscribers. Last fiscal year the 
county sent 1,206 email bulletins. 

The engagement rate was 70.3% with 
nearly 1.4 million emails opened by 
subscribers. With its high reach and 

engagement, GovDelivery is likely the 
most powerful tool in the 
communications tool box.

2239 03/01/2024 03/14/2024 JUVENILE COURT                                   
           

MACOMB COUNTY                                          
     

YES REVENUE        
          

Out of County Bed Rental

2240 03/04/2024 03/20/2024 PARKS AND RECREATION                     
                   

ESCAPE MINISTRIES                                         
  

$11,750.00 NO EXPENSE         
         

To approve the 2024 Worksite 
Agreement with Escape Ministries.

2241 03/05/2024 03/20/2024 DEPARTMENT OF STRATEGIC 
IMPACT                              

GORILLA PICTURES LLC                                   
     

$80,700.00 NO EXPENSE         
         

To sign the first contract amendment 
for Video Production Services 

between Ottawa County and Gorilla 
Pictures LLC to achieve a public 

services announcement plan for the 
Groundwater Sustainability Initiative

2243 03/06/2024 03/22/2024 PARKS AND RECREATION                     
                   

NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY, INC.           
                   

$400,000.00 NO REVENUE        
          

Approve the – Extension of the 
Audubon - Sustain Our Great Lakes – 

Subaward agreement for Ottawa 
Sands.
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2246 03/08/2024 03/12/2024 PUBLIC HEALTH                                      
         

EGLE  MI DEPT OF ENVIRONMENT,  
GREAT LAKES AND ENERGY       

$12,000.00 NO REVENUE        
          

To collect/recycle scrap tires 
collected at the four Environmental 
Sustainability Centers and township 

events.

2248 03/08/2024 03/26/2024 COUNTY CLERK                                       
         

CAMPAIGN FINANCE US, LLC                         
           

$35,000.00 YES EXPENSE         
         

To obtain a new Campaign Finance 
Software Program to enhance 
customer service both for our 

campaign finance filers and the public 
for ease of access to this information.

2252 03/13/2024 03/14/2024 FISCAL SERVICES                                    
         

ROBERT HALF, LLC                                           
 

YES EXPENSE         
         

Recruiting contract for professional 
staff when the applicant pool for 

candidates that apply directly does to 
produce a candidate.  This is a fee 
based contract and the County is 

charged when a Robert Half 
candidate is hired.  Currently, Fiscal 

Services has two vacant Budget-Audit 
Analyst positions and one has been 

vacant for two months.  The contract 
is for three years to assist with future 
hires, if necessary.  The fee is 25% of 

first year salary so the contract 
amount will vary depending on use 

and wage offered.  Because we try to 
fill the position through HR 

advertising first, the fee can be 
funded with vacancy savings.

2254 03/14/2024 03/19/2024 JUVENILE COURT                                   
           

CHARLEVOIX COUNTY                                     
      

YES REVENUE        
          

Out of County Bed Rental

0 03/21/2024 03/21/2024 COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH          
                           

PINE REST CHRISTIAN HOMES                       
            

N/A N/A AMENDMENT                                         

0 03/21/2024 03/21/2024 COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH          
                           

BETHANY CHRISTIAN SERVICES                     
             

N/A N/A VENDOR AGREEMENT                             
     

0 03/21/2024 03/21/2024 COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH          
                           

DALE BIRD                                                   N/A N/A SERVICE AGREEMENT                              
   

0 03/21/2024 03/21/2024 COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH          
                           

DIGNIFIED CARE, LLC                                       
  

N/A N/A AMENDMENT                                         

0 03/21/2024 03/21/2024 COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH          
                           

HELP AT HOME OF MICHIGAN LLC               
                 

N/A N/A COMMON CONTRACT                             
      

0 03/21/2024 03/21/2024 COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH          
                           

UOFM BOARD OF REGENTS                           
            

N/A N/A GRANT AGREEMENT 1                             
    

0 03/21/2024 03/21/2024 COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH          
                           

UOFM BOARD OF REGENTS                           
            

N/A N/A GRANT AGREEMENT 2                             
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Action Request 
Committee:: 
Meetingg Date:: 
Requestingg 
Department:: 
Submittedd By:: 
Agendaa    
Item:: 

Suggestedd Motion:  

Summaryy off Request:: 

Financiall Information:
Total Cost:  General Fund 

Cost:  
Included in 
Budget: Yes No N/A

If not included in budget, recommended funding source: 

Actionn iss Relatedd too ann Activityy Whichh Is:             Mandated         Non-Mandated         New Activity 
Actionn iss Relatedd too Strategicc Plan:: 
Goal:  

Objective:  

Administration:: Recommended Not Recommended Without Recommendation
County Administrator: 

Committee/Governing/Advisory Board Approval Date:  

Board of Commissioners
04/23/2024

Board of Commissioners

Board Chair

Resolution to Promote Life

To approve a resolution to promote life.

N/A

$0.00 $0.00



COUNTY OF OTTAWA  
STATE OF MICHIGAN  

RESOLUTION 
 
At a regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the County of Ottawa, Michigan, 
held at the Fillmore Street Complex in the Township of Olive, Michigan on the 23rd day of 
April, 2024 at 6:30 PM local time. PRESENT: Commissioners: 
_______________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ ABSENT: 
Commissioners: _____________________________ It was moved by Commissioner 
________________________ and supported by Commissioner ________________________ that 
the following Resolution be adopted:  

WHEREAS, America is an exceptional nation made up of beautiful people, who share a 
history of triumph over adversity, with our nation built on the strength of our founding 
documents. The Declaration of Independence eloquently affirms, and the Constitution 
protects, the God-given, unalienable right to life; and  

WHEREAS, the Ottawa County Board of Commissioners ("Board") swore an oath to uphold 
the Constitution of the United States and the State of Michigan. The Fifth and Fourteenth 
Amendments of the Federal Constitution guarantee that no person be deprived of life 
without due process of law; and  

WHEREAS, abortion, the use or prescription of any instrument, medicine, drug, or any other 
substance or device harms women and intentionally terminates her pregnancy by causing 
the death of her preborn child; and  

WHEREAS, the right to life belongs equally to all members of humanity including children 
born and preborn, individuals healthy or unhealthy, and the elderly or infirm. The 
unspeakable harm to women and the loss of over 63 million preborn babies following the 
Supreme Court's 1973 decision in Roe v. Wade does not negate the right to life; and  

WHEREAS, the fifty plus years following Roe v. Wade additionally resulted in a cheapening 
of the perceived worth and respect for the sanctity of human life, and the anguish of 
millions of women and girls pressured to have an abortion; and  

WHEREAS, medical and scientific evidence establishes the beginning of a human being’s 
life cycle to be at fertilization. Children are persons before birth, sharing all the basic 
attributes of human personality. Preborn children have morally and legally protectable 
interests in life, health, personal security, and well-being; and  



WHEREAS, in 2022, the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade through Dobbs v. Jackson 
Women’s Health Organization, affirming that there is no Federal constitutional right to an 
abortion; and  

WHEREAS, the people of Ottawa County have a love for life, with a desire to safeguard laws 
protecting women, the rights of preborn children and future generations. Children are our 
greatest treasure and the preborn are our most vulnerable population; and  

WHEREAS, in 1988 President Ronald Reagan shared on National Sanctity of Human Life 
Day, “Our Nation cannot continue down the path of abortion, so radically at odds with our 
history, our heritage, and our concepts of justice. This sacred legacy, and the well-being 
and the future of our country, demand that protection of the innocents must be guaranteed 
and that the personhood of the unborn be declared and defended throughout our land;” 
and  

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Board affirms the unalienable personhood and 
rights of every American, from the moment of conception until natural death. Further, we 
commit to protect the lives and well-being of each member of our community including the 
life of the preborn, upholding the virtues of our nation and its founding; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that County staff and resources support women who make a 
choice for life for their preborn children and for counseling through existing resources 
throughout the county; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Board recognizes that the Ottawa County Department of 
Public Health does not provide abortions or transportation to abortion services, and the 
Board encourages this practice to continue; and   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Board encourages individuals and communities to promote 
life, support women in making a choice for life, protect the preborn, provide resources for 
expectant mothers, and support organizations, which assist mothers and fathers with life 
affirming decisions in unplanned pregnancies, and adopt and foster children, ensuring 
every child is valued, loved and protected; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that nothing in this Resolution shall be interpreted to conflict 
with the United States and Michigan Constitutions and Federal and State law, and shall be 
construed and applied in a manner consistent with the United States and Michigan 
Constitutions and Federal and State law.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution be sent to Michigan Senators 
Mark Huizenga, Roger Victory, and Rick Outman, Michigan Representatives Nancy DeBoer, 



Luke Meerman, Brad Slagh, Rachelle Smit, and Greg VanWoerkom, to the Clerk of each 
county in the State of Michigan, and all Ottawa County department directors.  

YEAS: Commissioners: ___________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________  

NAYS: Commissioners: __________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
ABSTENTIONS: Commissioners: _________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
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To approve a resolution declaring April as Autism Awareness Month.
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COUNTY OF OTTAWA 
STATE OF MICHIGAN 

RESOLUTION 
 

At a regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the County of Ottawa, Michigan, 
held at the Fillmore Street Complex in the Township of Olive, Michigan on the 23rd day 
of April, 2024 at 6:30 PM local time. 
 
PRESENT: Commissioners: _______________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
ABSENT: Commissioners: _____________________________ 
It was moved by Commissioner ________________________ and supported by 
Commissioner ________________________ that the following Resolution be adopted: 
 
WHEREAS, April is recognized across the United States and international community 
as being Autism Awareness Month; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Ottawa County Board of Commissioners (“Board”) recognizes that 
Autism Awareness includes not only acceptance of those affected, but increased 
awareness to healing treatments and root causes of Autism; and  
 
WHEREAS, in 2020, the Autism and Developmental Disabilities Monitoring (ADDM) 
Network reported that roughly 1 in 36 eight-year-old children were identified with 
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), and the percentage of affected individuals (both 
adults and children) with ASD has increased over four times since the year 2000; and 
 
WHEREAS, the increasing rate of children with ASD is reflected in an increase in the 
number of children obtaining care for ASD in Ottawa County. The increased number of 
children impacted with ASD necessitates development of long-term strategies for 
family and community resources, particularly as children and parents age over time; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, a well-supported family in an informed and equipped community gives a 
child with autism the best chance of success and development with hope for the 
future; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Board recognizes a variation in symptoms and severity exists in youth 
and adults diagnosed with ASD, with a corresponding range of challenges and impact 
for individuals and families; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Board recognizes the hardships that parents and families may face in 
dealing with ASD diagnosis and the importance of diagnosis and community 
resources; and  
 



WHEREAS, the Board is committed to supporting children and adults diagnosed with 
ASD, as well as the families of those affected with ASD, by providing education and 
resources. We stand with families in asking for continued research that will provide 
additional answers and solutions for impacted families; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is widely recognized that there are early warning signs for ASD in young 
children including but not limited to: delayed speech, poor fine motor skills, poor gross 
motor skills, repetitive behaviors, sensory issues, lack of eye contact, and/or anti-social 
behaviors; and 
 
WHEREAS, early intervention results in improved outcomes. Further, the group Early 
On provides in-home evaluations of children under the age of three (3) to detect 
developmental delays (including ASD) and provides families with in-home therapies 
and solutions if significant delays are found; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board recognizes the compassionate commitment of families, schools, 
teachers, therapists, and medical professionals to provide care for children and adults 
with ASD, as well as, the work of churches and businesses to provide sensory areas; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board recognizes the work of Community Mental Health and the 
Sheriff’s Department in providing and utilizing Carter Kits for children with ASD in crisis 
situations, as well as, the Children’s Mobile Crisis team; and 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board is committed to bringing awareness to 
the treatments and resources available for families affected by ASD, and to continue to 
support families and resources for children and adults diagnosed with ASD; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board encourages continued investigation into 
the cause of the increase in ASD diagnosis in children, as well as continued research 
and development of prevention and treatment strategies for children and individuals 
with ASD; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board declares April 2024 to be Autism 
Awareness Month in Ottawa County; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution be sent to Michigan 
Senators Mark Huizenga, Roger Victory, and Rick Outman, Michigan Representatives 
Nancy DeBoer, Luke Meerman, Brad Slagh, Rachelle Smit, and Greg VanWoerkom, to 
the Clerk of each county in the State of Michigan, and all Ottawa County department 
directors. 
 
 
 
YEAS: Commissioners: ___________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 



____________________________________________________________________________ 
NAYS: Commissioners: __________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
ABSTENTIONS: Commissioners: _________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
RESOLUTION ADOPTED: 
 
 
 
__________________________                               ___________________________ 
Chairperson, Ottawa County                                    Ottawa County Clerk/Register 
Board of Commissioners  
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COUNTY OF OTTAWA 
STATE OF MICHIGAN 

RESOLUTION 
 

At a regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the County of Ottawa, Michigan, 
held at the Fillmore Street Complex in the Township of Olive, Michigan on the 23rd day 
of April, 2024 at 6:30 PM local time. 
 
PRESENT: Commissioners: _______________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
ABSENT: Commissioners: _____________________________ 
It was moved by Commissioner ________________________ and supported by 
Commissioner ________________________ that the following Resolution be adopted: 
 
WHEREAS, the Ottawa County Board of Commissioners strongly supports preserving 
local control of zoning; and  
 
WHEREAS, in October 2023, the Ottawa County Board of Commissioners passed a 
resolution opposing the state’s plan to assume control of wind and solar zoning; and  
 
WHEREAS, Public Act 233 of 2023 strips away zoning powers from local officials for 
large scale utility projects and places them into the control of the state centralized 
Michigan Public Service Commission (MPSC); and  
 
WHEREAS, the Ottawa County Board of Commissioners remains committed to 
preserving local control and opposing state centralization of zoning; and  
 
WHEREAS, by granting the Michigan Public Service Commission this authority, local 
control is circumvented, disenfranchising local communities; and  
 
WHEREAS, Citizens for Local Choice is leading a ballot initiative to amend Public Act 
233 of 2023 to restore local control of zoning for these large scale utility projects; and  
 
WHEREAS, a poll commissioned by the Michigan Townships Association found more 
than 87% of Michigan citizens agree that permitting for utility-scale renewable energy 
should remain at the local level. This includes 85% of Democrats, 91% of Republicans, 
and 84% of independents supporting local control; and  
 
WHEREAS, if not stopped, local control of zoning will be stripped away when Public 
Act 233 goes into effect in November 2024.  
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Ottawa County continues to oppose the pre-
emption of local control in solar and wind siting and zoning; and 
 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Ottawa County continues to oppose state mandates 
for large scale utility projects; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Ottawa County supports Citizens for Local Choice’s 
efforts to protect local control and prevent the state centralization of massive energy 
projects; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be forwarded to Governor Gretchen 
Whitmer, all Ottawa County legislators, and the other 82 counties in the State of 
Michigan. 
 
 
 
YEAS: Commissioners: ___________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
NAYS: Commissioners: __________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
ABSTENTIONS: Commissioners: _________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
RESOLUTION ADOPTED: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________                               ___________________________ 
Chairperson, Ottawa County                                    Ottawa County Clerk/Register 
Board of Commissioners 
 

 




