
Agenda
Planning and Policy Committee 

West Olive Administration Building – Board Room and YouTube 
12220 Fillmore Street, West Olive, Michigan 49460 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 
9:00 AM  

Public Comment 

Approval of Agenda 

Consent Resolutions: 

1. Approval of the minutes from the February 6, 2024 Planning and Policy Committee
Meeting

Agenda and Action Requests: 

1. Land & Water Conservation Fund Grant Application For UMAC
To recommend application to the Land and Water Conservation Fund program for funding
assistance for Upper Macatawa Natural Area - Greenway Trailhead project and forward to
the County Board of Commissioners for final approval.

2. Contract for MDNR Support of Bass River Trail Segment
Suggested Motion:
To approve the Cooperative Agreement with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources
for funding assistance in the amount of $715,000 for the development of the Idema Explorers
Trail Bass River Segment Phase 1 and forward to the Board of Commissioners for final approval.

3. 2024 Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant Application
Suggested Motion:
To recommend an application to the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF)
program for funding assistance to construct the Eastmanville Connector Segment of the Grand
River Greenway Idema Explorers Trail and forward to the County Board of Commissioners
for final approval.



Committee Reports: 

Discussion Items: 

1. Ottawa County Materials Management Plan

Public Comment 

Adjournment at Call of the Chairperson

Note: Public Comments on the day’s business are to be limited to three (3) minutes. 



PLANNING AND POLICY COMMITTEE 

Proposed Minutes 

DATE: February 6, 2024 

TIME: 9:01 a.m. 

PLACE: Fillmore Street Complex 

PRESENT: Roger Belknap, Roger Bergman, Allison Miedema, Joe Moss, and Sylvia Rhodea. (5) 

SUBJECT:  PUBLIC COMMENT 

None. 

SUBJECT:  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

PP 24-005 Motion:  To approve the agenda of today. 
Moved by: Bergman  UNANIMOUS 

SUBJECT:  CONSENT RESOLUTIONS 

PP 24-006 Motion:  To approve the minutes from the January 9, 2024, Planning and Policy 
Committee Meeting. 
Moved by: Moss     UNANIMOUS 

SUBJECT:  OTTAWA SANDS LAKE LOOP CONSTRUCTION 

PP 24-007 Motion:  To accept the bid from McCormick Sand, Inc, in the amount of $788,314.25 for 
construction of the Lake Loop project at Ottawa Sands and forward to the Board of 
Commissioners for final approval.  Furthermore, the Parks Commission requests that the 
Fiscal Services Department transfers $150,000 from CP2208 Ottawa Sands Development 
Phase I (Parks contribution) to CP2302 Ottawa Sands Lake Loop, to fully fund this project 
with contingency for a total project amount of $891,844.  
Moved by:  Miedema 

The motion passed with the following votes: Yeas:  Joe Moss, Sylvia Rhodea, Allison 
Miedema, Roger Bergman, Roger Belknap. (5)  

SUBJECT:  OTTAWA SANDS DAY USE RESTROOM CONSTRUCTION 

PP 24-008 Motion:  To approve the bid from Denny’s Excavating in the amount of $510,000 for 
construction of the day use restroom at Ottawa Sands and forward to the Board of 
Commissioners for final approval.  Furthermore, the Parks Commission request that the 
Fiscal Services Department transfer $100,000 from CP2208 Ottawa Sands Development 
Phase I (Parks contribution) to CP2301 Ottawa Sands Restroom, to fully fund this project 
with contingency for a total project amount of $585,000. 
Moved by:  Bergman 
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 The motion passed with the following votes: Yeas: Roger Bergman, Allison Miedema, Joe 

Moss, Sylvia Rhodea, Roger Belknap. (5).  
   

SUBJECT:  COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

1. Environmental Health Notice of Intent Presentation-Kim Wolters gave a 
presentation on the Notice of Intent. 
 

2. Farmland Protection Presentation-Becky Huttenga gave a presentation on Farmland 
Protection. 
 

SUBJECT:  DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

1. Legislative Update Pertaining to Septic Inspections-Administrator Gibbs and Adeline 
Hambley gave an update on the latest version of the legislation. 

 
  SUBJECT:  PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

1. Joe Spaulding-Holland Township 
2. Karen Obits-Spring Lake 
3. Shontel Martinel-Park Township 

 
SUBJECT:  ADJOURNMENT 

 
The chairperson called for adjournment at 10:34 a.m. 
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Ottawa County 
Where Freedom Rings 

Suggested Motion: 

Action Request 
Electronic Submission - Contract# 2199 

Committee: PLANNING AND POLICY 

Meeting Date: 3/5/2024 

Vendor/3rd Party: MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

Requesting Department: PARKS AND RECREATION 

Submitted By: CURT TERHAAR 

Agenda Item: CONTRACT FOR MDNR SUPPORT OF BASS RIVER TRAIL 
SEGMENT 

To approve the Cooperative Agreement with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources for funding assistance in the 

amount of $715,000 for the development of the Idema Explorers Trail Bass River Segment Phase 1 and forward to the Board of 

Commissioners for final approval. 

Summary of Request: 

Discussions with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources for construction of the Idema Explorers Trail through the Bass 

River State Recreation Area involved negotiations in regard to trail location and funding. One result of these negotiations was 

the commitment from the State to assist with funding for a more expensive but less intrusive route through the property. 

Exact sources of all of this State funding have not been determined, but this agreement represents the third installment of this 

commitment and provides sufficient funds to complete the first phase (west) of the trail through State property. In 2023, the 

state DNR granted $50,000 & $75,000 through two separate agreements towards the Bass River segment of the Idema 

Explorers Trail. 

Bass River Phase 1 (west) 

Total Estimated Cost: $1,632,096 

Funding Sources: 

MDNR: $840,000 

ARPA: $535,000 (secured) 

Greenway Fund (Parks Foundation): $257,096 (secured) 

Financial Information: 

Total Cost: $1,632,096.00 J General Fund Cost: $0.00 
If not included in Budget, recommended funding source: 

Action is Related to an Activity Which Is: Non-Mandated 

Action is Related to Strategic Plan: 

J Included in Budget: Yes 

Goal 2: To Contribute to the Long-Term Economic, Social and Environmental Health of the County. 

Administration: 

Recommended by County Administrator: 2/22/2024 2:28:13 PM 







Action Request 
Electronic Submission - Resolution #: 2228 

Committee: PLANNING AND POLICY

Meeting Date: 3/5/2024

Requesting Department: PARKS AND RECREATION

Ottawa County Submitted By: CURT TERHAAR
W1ere Freedom Nn;s 

Agenda Item: 2024 MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND GRANT APPLICATION

Suggested Motion: 
To recommend an application to the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MN RTF) program for funding assistance to 

construct the Eastmanville Connector Segment of the Grand River Greenway Idema Explorers Trail and forward to the County 

Board of Commissioners for final approval. 

Summary of Request: 

Ottawa County Parks has been planning and developing portions of the Idema Explorers Trail for over a decade. The three-mile 

long Eastmanville Connector Segment is a critical segment for connecting growing areas of Allendale Township to the Grand 

River via Eastmanville Bayou Open Space and will include one mile along the river. The trail runs from the Eastmanville Bayou 

parking area east until it turns south along 61st Avenue right-of-way. It then heads east along Lincoln Street and then south 

along 60th Avenue until it meets existing sidewalk near Comfort Street. Parks millage funds ($35,000) and private donations 

($1,100,200) would provide the bulk of the funds necessary for construction. The intent of this grant application is to use these 

existing funds as the required match for the MN RTF Trust program that would provide $400,000 in additional grant funds to 

complete the estimated $1,535,200 total project. 

If successful, the grant would be applicable for the current project schedule for this segment which anticipates construction 

starting in late 2025. 

Financial Information: 

Total Cost: N/A I General Fund Cost: N/A

If not included in Budget, recommended funding source: 
N/A 

Action is Related to an Activity Which Is: Non-Mandated 

Action is Related to Strategic Plan: 

Goal: 

I Included in Budget: N/A

Goal 2: To Contribute to the Long-Term Economic, Social and Environmental Health of the County. 

Administration: 
Recommended by County Administrator: 2/29/2024 2:28:20 PM 











Ottawa County Materials Management Plan (Part 115) Pros and Cons of Naming Ottawa County as 
the County Approval Agency (CAA) and Submitting the Notice of Intent 

 

Pros: 

1. Local Control: Ottawa County maintains local control over the management of solid waste, 
recycling, organics, and other related activities. 

2. Needs Identification: Will help Ottawa County identify gaps and local needs for infrastructure 
and services to better serve community members. 

3. Funding: To support our efforts and to supplement cost of the Sustainability Program’s effort and 
staffing. May include hiring a consultant to assist in the development of plans. 

• Approximately $210,000 per year for the initial 3 years (totaling $630,000). 

• $60,000 annually after the initial 3-year period. 

4. Partnerships: Engages Municipal and County level partnership for achieving MMP goals and 
objectives. 

5. Educational Investment: Increases investment in educational programming. 

6. Public\Private Sector Partnership: Empowers both private and public sector leadership to work 
together and have a voice in the process. 

7. Increased Capacity: Increases processing capacity for traditional recyclables through the 
establishment of new facilities. 

8. Improved Access: Improves access to recycling services that businesses and residents may 
choose to participate in. This makes disposing of items easier for all. 

9. Organic Diversion: Increases diversion of organic materials through composting or anaerobic 
digestion. 

10. Cost Efficiency: Maintaining available capacity in local landfills can prevent the cost increases 
associated with developing new landfill capacity or shipping waste to distant locations for 
disposal. This strategy helps keep disposal costs lower for residents. 

11. Environmental Risk Mitigation: Increasing the number of landfills and the volume of waste 
deposited can elevate the risk of future environmental issues in Ottawa County. By reducing the 
rate at which materials are buried, these initiatives aim to lessen such environmental risks. 

Cons: 

1. Time Commitment: The process spans a long 3-year commitment once started. 

2. Industry Pushback: Possible pushback from haulers and landfill operators due to new 
regulations and reporting requirements. This could occur whether the MMP is developed by 
Ottawa County or EGLE. EGLE will write our plan for us if we elect to not be involved. 

3. Funding Sufficiency: The more robust the program, the more funding it might require, potentially 
exceeding the initially allocated funds based on the plan's scope and needs. Ultimately, some of 
the funding will likely need to be addressed because landfill tipping fees have not been increased 
since creation in 1990.   
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