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Transportation, Land Use Planning, and the M-231 Bypass 
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Strategic Planning, 
Program Evaluations, Statistics 

Land Use Planning 

Economic Development 

Legislative Analysis Grant Administration 
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Claim to Fame 
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Three Objectives For This Presentation  

 
1. Increase understanding of the primary factors that impact the transportation 

decision-making process 
 

2. Improve understanding of the importance of cooperation, long-term vision, 
and political fortitude 
 

3. Increase awareness of impacts of politics and past planning decisions on 
transportation network and projects such as the M-231 Bypass 
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Primary factors that impact the transportation decision-making process 

Objective One 
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Road Classification System 
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Transportation Jurisdictions 
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Road Network 

122,000 miles of roads in Michigan 
 
91,500 County (75%) 
20,740 City and Village (17%) 
9,760 MDOT (8%) 
 
1,640 miles of roads in Ottawa County 
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Road Funding 

18.4¢ per gallon federal tax 
92% of this tax returns to Michigan 
 
75% of federal funds are allocated for use by MDOT 
25% is for County and Cities/Villages 
 
19¢ per gallon state tax 
 
39.1% MDOT 
39.1% Counties 
21.8% City and Villages 
 
Federal Tax  - 18% of County Road Budget 
State Tax – 62% of County Road Budget 
Local Millage & Special Assessment – 20% of County Road Budget 
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Transportation Planning 
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Objective 2 

 
Importance of cooperation, long-term vision, and political fortitude 
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Population Change 
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Countywide Land Use 
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No Central Urban Core 
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Source:  Center for Transportation Research and Education, Iowa State University,  

Iowa Access Management Guidebook, October 2000  

Pre-Development 
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Source:  Center for Transportation Research and Education, Iowa State University,  

Iowa Access Management Guidebook, October 2000  

Post Development 
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Points of Conflict 
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Safety 
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Aesthetics 
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Congestion 
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Economic Development 
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Social Impacts 
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Coordinated Local Land Use and Transportation 
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Countywide Corridor Plan 
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Impact & Cost - Land Policy Changes 
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COMMERCIAL LAYOUT 
WITH SHARED DRIVES 

COMMERCIAL LAYOUT 
WITH INDIVIDUAL DRIVES 

Shared Drives 
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Service Drives 
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Curb Cuts 
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Curb Cut – Good Design 
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Right of  Way  50 feet 
 

Commercial Setback 

Existing  83 feet 

Proposed  110 feet  

Setbacks (Distance) 
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GREENBELT 
ALONG ROAD FRONTAGE 

NO GREENBELT  
ALONG ROAD FRONTAGE 

Natural Feature Preservation 
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Landscaping 
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Political Implications 
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Objective 3 

 
Impacts of politics and past planning decisions on transportation network 

and projects such as the M-231 Bypass 
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Land Use Planning Impacts 
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Considerations 

      F/J1  P1r 
 
Cost      $587.5m  $434.1m 
 
Level of Service     A or B  C or D 
 
Traffic Diverted     13,400  17,400  
 
Rate of Return on Investment   $1.10  $0.51 
 
Tax Base Loss     $633,400 $573,500 
 
Social Impact – Residences Impacted  205  211 
 
Economic Impact – Businesses Impacted   158  149 
 
Farmland Impact – Farmland Acreage Lost  830  92  
 
Environmental Impact – Wetland Acreage Lost 90  61 
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M-231 Bypass Corridor 
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Primary Planning Issues 

 
 

Social Implications 
 

Speculation and Commercial Development 
 

Farmland Impact 
 

Environmental Impacts 
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Social Implications – Land Takings 

Major Transportation Project Issues 
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Major Transportation Project Issues 

Social Implications – Zoning Ordinance Requirements 
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Major Transportation Project Issues 

Social Implications – Home Removal  
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Major Transportation Project Issues 

Social Implications – Road Closures, Emergency Vehicles, Noise  
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Major Transportation Project Issues 

Speculation and Commercial Development 
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Major Transportation Project Issues 

Environmental Impacts 
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Major Transportation Project Issues 

Loss of Farmland 
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History repeats itself unless you incorporate 
proactive planning, leadership, and vision 
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Questions and Answers 

 

Planning & Performance Improvement Department 

(616) 738-4852 

plan@miottawa.org 

www.miottawa.org/cogov/depts/planning/ 
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West Michigan Transit Linkages Study 
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Countywide Non-Motorized Pathway Plan  

http://www.ci.ann-arbor.mi.us/PublicServices/ProjectManagement/S Main Path/Final1.JPG
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Employee Car Pool Study 
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Tree Legacy Committee 
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Planning Resource Library 
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Excellence Through Training Program 
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