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SPECIAL KIDS’ CORNER         

News & Updates From Ottawa County CSHCS 

 

June 2021 
_______________________________________________ 

 From the Desk of Leslie Ver Duin, BSN RN    
CSHCS Coordinator & Child-Health Team Supervisor 
 

Dear CSHCS Families, 

Governor Whitmer has announced that on June 22nd the State of 

Michigan will fully reopen, ending capacity limits for establishments 

and dropping mask requirements. She stated,  

“Today is a day that we have all been  

looking forward to, as we can safely get 

back to normal day-to-day activities and 

put this pandemic behind us.” 
 

This is indeed exciting and long-awaited 

news! However, for many CSHCS 

families, especially those with medically 

complex children and young adults, the 

transition back to normalcy may be more 

challenging, increase anxiety, and 

require more thoughtful planning.  

As we all take our first tentative steps, may the lives we recreate  

be all the sweeter for the lessons learned, the hardships and loss 

endured, and the simple joys that were rediscovered when life 

slowed down. May we never again take for granted a hug, seeing 

another’s smile, and being able to support one another side-by-

side.  

Our entire team is looking forward to supporting our beloved 

CSHCS families in the days ahead! We have collected some great 

resources for you in this newsletter—we hope you find the new 

layout easier to read and navigate on your devices. We also invite 

you to join our growing Facebook group “Special Families’ Corner” 

for oodles of resources from our parent consultant, Amy Fontaine, 

and support from fellow special needs parents and caregivers. 

Here’s the link:  (20+) Special Families' Corner | Facebook  

You are not alone! We encourage you to reach out to any CSHCS 

team member for help at any time! See our contact information 

below. Wishing you all a healthy, fun-in-the-sun, renewing West 

Michigan summer! 

   In health and hope,  

 

 

“...for many CSHCS 

families, especially 

those with medically 

complex children and 

young adults, the 

transition back to 

normalcy may be 

more challenging…” 

 www.miottawa.org/CSHCS 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/480920718777204


 

 

 

Ottawa County 

CSHCS 

Contacts 

Exciting news! Samantha Leffman, RN, is joining our CSHCS team! She has 

already begun her training, and we look forward to introducing her to our CSHCS 

families soon! We also hope to have program nurse Rachel Pohl back with us soon. 

She’s been busy assisting with Ottawa County’s COVID-19 response.  

We thank you for your continued patience during this transition time. If you have any 

questions or concerns, contact Brenda, Leslie or Aimee.  

 

 

 

Brenda Kempf,  Program Representative 

 616 393-4445     bkempf@miottawa.org    

    

Aimee Dekker BSN, RN,  Program Nurse 

 616 393-4440     adekker@miottawa.org    
    

Leslie Ver Duin BSN, RN,  CSHCS Coordinator 

 616 393-4444     lverduin@miottawa.org 
    

OC CSHCS website:   www.miottawa.org/cshcs    

 

 

Facebook Group 

 

The CSHCS Family Phone Line 
6        

800-359-3722 

Mon—Fri  8am to 5pm 

cshcsfc@michigan.gov 

The Family Center Provides: 

• Help enrolling in or navigating CSHCS 

• Disability-related conference scholarships 

for a parent or youth (see inset at right) 

• Camp scholarships (apply in Jan. — Mar.) 

• Connection to a nationwide network of par-

ent mentors—experienced with your child’s           

diagnosis—for one-on-one support, 

• Health-specific and national, state and local 

resources 

• Transition support for youth and families  

 

 

 

 

  

 

Learn about news and issues that affect special needs families 

Discover resources and events for the special needs community 

Find answers and support from fellow special needs parents  

Join our growing community of parents & caregivers today!  

 

Request to join Special Families’ Corner on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/480920718777204/ 

The Family Center   
for Children & Youth with Special Health Care Needs   
  

The parent-directed section of CSHCS  

 

 
 

Family Center         

In-Person or      

Virtual Conference 

Scholarships 

Is there a           

disability-related  

conference in the 

U.S. that you or 

your child would 

like to attend? 

Contact              

The Family Center 

to see if they can 

help! 
 

517-241-7630 

ccshcsfc@michiga

___________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

https://www.facebook.com/groups/480920718777204/


COVID-19 Vaccines:  Everyone 12 and Older is Eligible 

_______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesdays  

June 29 & July 6,13 & 20 

2pm to 7pm 
 

Coopersville United Methodist Church 

105 68th Ave N   Coopersville MI 49404 

*No doctor’s order or insurance needed  *Identification & face masks required 

Rapid antigen testing, via nasal swab, available to anyone of any age, with or without 

symptoms. Parental consent required for minors. Results within 15-30 minutes.  

_____________________________________________________________

   Pre-register or locate additional COVID-19 testing sites here:   

COVID-19 Testing Locations - Ottawa County, Michigan (miottawa.org) 

• Pfizer is currently the only vaccine approved for children ages 12 through 17. 

• Both the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines are a two-shot series, so keep in mind        

the need to return for a second dose in three or four weeks when scheduling your 

first appointment. 

• Most pharmacies, doctor’s offices, local hospitals and health clinics now have vac-

cines available. To find a location near you, see the links below. 

Register for an Ottawa County Community Vaccine Clinic here: 

  Vaccinate West Michigan | COVID-19 Vaccine Information for West Michigan  

 

Other ways to find a COVID-19 vaccine location near you: 

•  Search vaccines.gov  

•  Text your ZIP code to 438829 

•  Call The Vaccine Scheduling Hotline:  1-800-232-0233  

•  Call Ottawa County 2-1-1 
 

If you have limited or no internet access, call:  

•  The Michigan COVID-19 hotline at:  1-888-535-6136 

•  Call Ottawa County 2-1-1 

FREE Community COVID-19 Pop-Up Testing  

COVID-19 - Ottawa County, Michigan (miottawa.org)  

 

Coronavirus - Coronavirus (michigan.gov)  

 

Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) | CDC  

 

People with Disabilities | COVID-19 | CDC  

COVID-19 Health Resources & Information 

 

CIDI Adaptive and Accessible COVID-19 Information 

The Center For Inclusive Design and Innovation (CIDI), has   

created adapted and accessible versions of the CDC’s COVID-19 

guidance for those who use Braille, Screen Readers, and ASL. 

Easy to Read Language and Video Resources are also available.   

COVID-19 Accessible Resources Home | Center for Inclusive De-

sign and Innovation (gatech.edu)  

https://goo.gl/maps/1mmoredLgXviT7vP9
https://goo.gl/maps/1mmoredLgXviT7vP9
https://www.miottawa.org/Health/OCHD/covid-19-testing-locations.htm
https://vaccinatewestmi.com/
https://www.vaccines.gov/
https://www.miottawa.org/Health/OCHD/coronavirus.htm
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-disabilities.html
https://cidi.gatech.edu/covid
https://cidi.gatech.edu/covid


 

States are prohibited 

from terminating Medi-

caid benefits during the 

pandemic state of emer-

gency as part of The Families 

First Coronavirus Response Act, 

signed into law on March 18, 2020. 

All Medicaid recipients’ coverage 

must continue until the end of the 

month during which the Secretary of 

Health and Human Services de-

clares an end to the Coronavirus 

pandemic. 

States cannot terminate any       

Medicaid recipients who were      

enrolled on or after March 18, 2020, 

even if there’s a change in                      

 

circumstances that would nor-

mally lead to termination.  

 

If the state terminated a Medi-

caid recipient’s benefits after March 

18, 2020, the state must make a 

good faith effort to contact the recipi-

ent and encourage reenrollment.  
 

States may terminate coverage for 

individuals who request to be termi-

nated or who are no longer residents 

of the state. 

Individuals who were determined 

ineligible before March 18, 2020, but 

who continue to receive coverage 

while they appeal the decision are 

entitled to continuous coverage. 

 

There’s an extended 

special enrollment  

period due to the 

COVID-19 public 

health emergency. You can   

enroll in or change Marketplace 

health insurance plans now 

through August 15, 2021.  

More people than ever before will 

qualify for help paying for health 

coverage, even those who weren’t 

eligible in the past. The American 

Rescue Plan increases and      

expands Marketplace subsidies to 

help you afford health coverage.     

In some cases, these subsidies  

 

 

 could provide cost-free cover-      

 age for the whole year.  
 

 After the August 15th dead-   

line, you may qualify for a special 

enrollment period only if you experi-

ence a qualifying life event, such as 

a job loss or change in household 

size.  

Sign up here to start saving:     

Get 2021 health coverage. Health Insur-

ance Marketplace® | HealthCare.gov  

Locate an agent, broker or assist-

er in your zip code here:        

Search - Local Assistance for Health 

Insurance Application (healthcare.gov)  

Introducing DIAL—Disability Information and Access Line 

a national hotline from U.S. Health and Human Services to connect people with     

disabilities to information and services to improve access to COVID-19 vaccines. 

 

 

 

DIAL is now available to help people with disabilities:  

• find vaccination locations in their communities  

• assist callers with making vaccination appointments 

• connect callers to local services – such as accessible transportation –     

to overcome barriers to vaccination 

 

Link:  Disability Information and Access Line | ACL Administration for Community Living  

 

The hotline can also answer questions and address concerns about the vaccines  

and can connect callers to information and services that promote independent living 

and address fundamental needs, such as food, housing, & transportation.  

 

1-888-677-1199 

9:00 am to 8:00 pm 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Special Enrollment Period for Marketplace 

Health Care Extended Until August 15th 

States Cannot Terminate Medicaid Benefits  

During the Coronavirus Pandemic 

https://www.healthcare.gov/
https://www.healthcare.gov/
https://localhelp.healthcare.gov/#/
https://localhelp.healthcare.gov/#/
https://acl.gov/DIAL


 

 

 

 The Enhanced Child Tax Credit:  What it means for families,   

 how to opt out, and how to get it even if you don’t file taxes. 
 
 

 

The American Rescue Plan hopes to ease child-

hood poverty by providing tax relief to most working 

families. The Enhanced Child Tax Credits increase 

the total tax credit per child and make monthly  

advanced payments of up to 50% of the total credit 

(based on 2020 taxes). 
 

Starting on July 15th, tax credits will be issued as monthly payments and will not 

count as additional income that could affect a family’s eligibility for public assis-

tance. The total monthly payments will equal half the total child credit amount and 

you will claim the other half when you file your 2021 income tax return.  

 

NON-FILERS:  Michigan parents who don’t usually file income taxes can provide 

basic information about themselves and their dependents to establish eligibility for 

the monthly payments on this non-filer sign up portal:   
      

Child Tax Credit for Non-Filers | The White House  

 

 TO OPT OUT:  Some families may choose to opt-out of receiving the monthly 

 payments for reasons such as the need to offset a tax liability or desiring to a           

 l arger refund in the spring. You can opt out of receiving any payments this year, 

 as well as verify your eligibility at this portal:  Child Tax Credit Update Portal 

 

 Link for more information:  The Child Tax Credit | The White House  

GPS Scholarship Opportunity 

The Autism Alliance of Michigan (AAoM) strives to pro-

tect and serve families in Michigan caring for a person 

with autism. AAoM Safety, Awareness, and GPS programs 

work diligently to educate first responders, caregivers, and 

maintain the safety of children who wander and may enter 

dangerous situations, such as being drawn to water.  

AAoM is now offering the AngelSense GPS device as an option for families, 

which features a smartphone app that keeps families updated with detailed 

location and tracking information.  

While AAoM is unable to provide free GPS units for all families, they do provide 

free devices for many families, and offer information on reliable units for purchase 

to those who do not qualify. Complete the form at the link below to see if you quali-

fy for a GPS Device Scholarship.  

GPS Scholarship Application - Autism Alliance of Michigan  

_____________________________________________________

The Children with Special Needs Fund (CSN Fund)  

 

The CSN fund enhances the lives of special needs children in Michigan, by providing 

financial assistance, in whole or in part, for equipment that promotes optimal health, 

mobility and development when no other funding source is available.  
 

Families of children aged 21 or younger, who are medically eligible for CSHCS—

regardless of enrollment—may apply to the CSN Fund for assistance for items such 

as those listed below left:  

 

 

• Home wheelchair ramps   

• Van lifts and tie downs 

• Therapeutic specialty bikes/tricycles  

• Platform lifts   

• Stair or ceiling lifts—contingent upon 

specific grant availability 

• Air conditioners  

• Electrical service upgrades for equip-

ment  

• Other Items related to the CSHCS 

qualifying condition with approval 

 

Find full details and an application here:   

 http://www.michigan.gov/csnfund/ 
 

 

For an application and/or assistance with 

an application, contact:  
  

Ottawa County CSHCS:  616-393-4445 

The Family Phone Line:  800-359-3722 

     The CSN Fund:  517-241-7240 

_______________________________________________ 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/child-tax-credit/sign-up/
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/child-tax-credit-update-portal
https://www.whitehouse.gov/child-tax-credit/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/gps-scholarship-application/?fbclid=IwAR2in8MQHHTRXJmtF3zE5iT6jweAtIqRWcgpvi5Sbr3v5F8llJBTissPur0


Parent Connect Calls        

from the Family Center 

The Family Center for Children and 

Youth with Special Health Care Needs 

recognizes how difficult this past year has been for families who have 

children with special health care needs.  

To support and inform families through these challenging times, the 

Family Center is hosting a monthly “Parent Connect Call” webinar 

series. These FREE virtual meetups will include a short presentation, 

followed by discussion and a time for parents to ask questions and 

share their own tips or ideas.  

 
July Parent Connect Call 

WEDNESDAY  JULY 14, 2021 

4:00 pm— 5:00 pm 
 

Disability Rights Michigan (DRM) 

Human, Civil & Legal Rights for Individuals           

with Disabilities in Michigan 

Register here:  Parent Connect Call Tickets, Wed, Jul 14, 

2021 at 4:00 PM | Eventbrite  

Contact the Family Center to learn more                     

1-800-359-3722 

Sisters and brothers will likely have the longest-lasting relationship 

with a sibling who has special needs. During their lives, they will expe-

rience the unique joys and concerns their parents do, yet few will have 

the chance to talk about their experiences with other siblings who “get it”.  

Brothers and sisters of children with special needs now have a 

group that’s just for them, Sibshops! Sibshops are peer support 

groups that offer an engaging space for siblings to be heard, understood 

and supported.  

The summer group will be for children/youth ages 8-13. Considera-

tion may be given for those outside the age range at the discretion of the 

facilitator and caregiver. Fall groups may be split into two age groups if 

there is enough interest. Sibshops participant fee is $10 per child.  

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Andréa Vugteveen to sign up, or for more information at: 

1-616-460-3781   amvugteveen@gmail.com  

 

Ottawa County  

Sibshops are here! 

Summer & Fall Session Openings 

Ottawa County Sibshops:  (20+) Ottawa County Sibshops | Facebook  

 

     Summer Sibshops 

      Tuesdays 7- 8:30pm 

      July 13 & August 10  
 

  At Engage Therapy Center   

10263 Chicago Dr Zeeland, MI 49464  
 

Fall Sibshops:  TBA 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/parent-connect-call-tickets-157274473183?aff=ebdssbeac
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/parent-connect-call-tickets-157274473183?aff=ebdssbeac
https://www.facebook.com/Ottawa-County-Sibshops-110430560572443


2021 Ottawa County Meet Up & Eat Up Information  
 

This Summer Food Service program, provides free meals for     

anyone age 0-18 (or up to age 26 for students with special needs) 

during the summer when schools are not in session.   

The program is available at locations throughout Ottawa County, 

serving breakfast, lunch and/or snacks during the summer.  
 

Locations Link:  2021-OC-MUEU-sites.pdf (ottawafood.org)  

Ottawa Food ensures that community members            

have access to healthy, local, affordable food 

Ottawa Food is a collaboration of over 45 agencies and individuals.              
 

Find Food | Ottawa Food  

Healthy Eating Bingo | Ottawa Food  

Mobile Food Pantry Schedule – Feeding America West 

Michigan (feedwm.org)  

How Double Up Food Bucks (DUFB) Works:  
 

Use your Bridge or Pandemic EBT at participating Farmers    

Markets to get tokens to purchase SNAP eligible items. Get an 

equal amount in FREE Double Up Food Bucks (up to $50/day!) 

for Michigan grown fruit & vegetables. No registration required!  
 

Learn how to use your Bridge or Pandemic EBT (P-EBT) Card  

for DUFB and find participating farmer’s markets here: 
 

Healthy Food for Michiganders & More Business for Local 

Farmers | DUFB (doubleupfoodbucks.org)  

Emergency Broadband Benefit from The FCC 

During the pandemic, eligible households can sign up to      

receive discounts of up to $50/month toward broadband ser-

vice, and a one-time discount of up to $100 to purchase a   

laptop, tablet, or desktop computer 

Apply in one of three ways: 

1. Contact a participating broadband provider to apply 

2. Go to GetEmergencyBroadband.org  

3. Call 1-833-511-0311 for a mail-in application 
 

 

For more information on the program and eligibility: 

fcc.gov/broadbandbenefit 

 

COVID-19-Resources.pdf (miottawa.org)  

Community Mental Health - Ottawa County, Michigan (miottawa.org)  

miOttawa - Community Action Agency  

OAISD Home  

MDHHS - Michigan Department of Health and Human Services  

MI Bridges (michigan.gov)  

Call 211 for Help Accessing Resources:   

For food, housing and other basic needs, including COVID-19  

   vaccine locations & sign-up help 

2-1-1 is free & confidential  

Call specialists are available 24 / 7 

http://www.call-211.org/  or Dial 2-1-1 

Community Resources 

https://www.ottawafood.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/2021-OC-MUEU-sites.pdf
https://www.ottawafood.org/findfood/
https://www.ottawafood.org/healthy-eating-bingo/
https://www.feedwm.org/mobile-pantry-schedule/?county=Ottawa
https://www.feedwm.org/mobile-pantry-schedule/?county=Ottawa
https://doubleupfoodbucks.org/how-double-up-works/
https://doubleupfoodbucks.org/
https://doubleupfoodbucks.org/
https://getemergencybroadband.org/
https://fcc.gov/broadbandbenefit
https://www.miottawa.org/Health/OCHD/pdf/COVID-19-Resources.pdf
https://www.miottawa.org/Health/CMH/
https://www.miottawa.org/Community/CAA/
https://www.oaisd.org/
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs
https://newmibridges.michigan.gov/s/isd-landing-page?language=en_US
http://www.call-211.org/


 

Family Hope Foundation presents 

Sensory Showtime @ Celebration Cinemas* 

Showing Peter Rabbit 2!  

Saturday, June 26 at 11:00 am 
 

2D movies with brighter lights, lower sound, limited 

previews, open captions, and a group of guests and 

staff who understand your family's needs will make 

this outing enjoyable for everyone! 

Visit our website for special amenities, participating 

theaters, and a discount on your movie tickets!    

Upcoming Events - Family Hope Foundation 

(thefamilyhopefoundation.org)  

*Note:  Muskegon, Mount Pleasant and Benton Harbor 

Celebration Cinemas are NOT participating at this time 

$2.00 off tickets with this 

Friends of Family Hope 

Foundation Discount 

______________________________________________

  

FREE Lifetime              
National Parks Pass 

For People with           
Disabilities 

The Access Pass, part of the America the  

Beautiful – National Parks and Federal Recreational 

Lands Pass Series, is available FREE for US citizens 

or permanent residents with permanent disabilities.   

Applicants must provide documentation of permanent 

disability and residency or citizenship. Passes may 

be obtained at Federal sites listed on website or by 

mail, though there is a $10 handling fee for mailing.  

Find the application and all the details here: 

America the Beautiful - National Parks & Federal 

Recreational Lands Access Pass | USGS Store  

___________________________________________________

Independence Comes to the 

Grand Haven State Park Beach 

Thanks to Lori’s Voice  

The beach at Grand Haven State Park will be 

more accessible thanks to a new Freedom Trax     

all-terrain track wheelchair donated by the non-

profit Lori’s Voice. Lori's Voice - Home (lorisvoice.org)  

The new all-terrain track chair can easily handle trails, snow, sand and up to 

8 inches of water. This will allow people with mobility issues to independently 

move through the sand right up to the water’s edge, something nearly impos-

sible in a traditional wheel chair or even in one of the fat-tired beach wheel-

chairs, which can be hard to push.  

The chair was donated by Lori’s Voice in memory of Liam Hirkaway, a local 

boy with special needs, who passed away earlier this year. Liam, the son of   

Andrea Hirkaway, really loved the beach, and now others with mobility issues 

will be able to enjoy the beach with this beautiful gift in his memory. 

The new Freedom Trax chair is available on a first-come, first-

reserved basis at no cost.  616-847-1309  TTY/TDD711 (MI Relay Center) 

 

Visit My Michigan Beach’s website to find  

ADA and wheelchair accessible beaches at 

Michigan State Parks, free beach wheelchair 

locations, track chairs, and much more to plan 

your summer beach adventure! 

Where to find ADA | Wheelchair Accessible Michigan 

Beaches — mymichiganbeach.com  

https://thefamilyhopefoundation.org/programs/events/upcoming-events?fbclid=IwAR1lPmKiWTawzb0MCXCgW4bLQI9qsmYJKZ3p255vL6zAufwxVZU0CJ_mu-8
https://thefamilyhopefoundation.org/programs/events/upcoming-events?fbclid=IwAR1lPmKiWTawzb0MCXCgW4bLQI9qsmYJKZ3p255vL6zAufwxVZU0CJ_mu-8
https://store.usgs.gov/access-pass?fbclid=IwAR0Iq8d4n8Z1AWj4zkzI4spljzppObZZV0GrHeSfwa8tBlnBMumSwqX3gJg
https://store.usgs.gov/access-pass?fbclid=IwAR0Iq8d4n8Z1AWj4zkzI4spljzppObZZV0GrHeSfwa8tBlnBMumSwqX3gJg
http://www.lorisvoice.org/
https://mymichiganbeach.com/ada
https://mymichiganbeach.com/ada

