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Putting ARPA to work
County approves 24 projects totaling $43 
million in funds.
 

In 2021, Ottawa County received federal 
funds via the American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA). This federal aid is intended 
to address economic impacts of the 
pandemic and ensure a strong and 
equitable recovery. To ensure projects 
funded by ARPA dollars had countywide 
benefits, the Board of Commissioners 
formed an ARPA Taskforce comprised of 

public and private community partners.

The Taskforce immediately began 
developing a project submittal and review 
process to put this one-time infusion of 
funds to work for hard-hit residents and 
businesses. Taskforce members identified 
five priorities, including: County Initiatives; 
Affordable Housing; Social and Human 
Services; Countywide Broadband; and 
Business Stabilization.

This past year, the County ARPA Taskforce 

and its partners have been busy surveying 
the community, soliciting project ideas 
and reviewing project proposals. The best 
submissions were then elevated to the 
ARPA Taskforce and the Ottawa County 
Board of Commissioners for approval. 

Through November 22, the County has 
approved 24 projects. Totaling almost 
$43 million in ARPA funds, the approved 
projects include: 

 

Tips to lower your energy bills and how Ottawa can help
When the temperatures drop, Ottawa County Community Action 
Agency knows that heating bills rise. These tips from Energy Star 
can help you conserve energy and reduce your utility costs.

Check your temp-For most residents, about half of their energy 
bill is attributed to temperature control. Turn down the heat when 
you leave and when you sleep. If possible, install a programmable 
thermostat.

Manage your screen time-Another 10% of the average resident’s 
energy bill results from electronics. Turn off your television when 
you leave the room. Use a power strip as an easy, central shut 
down for your TVs, boxes, soundbars, computers and more. 

In hot water-Even with a low-flow head, a ten-minute shower 
uses 25 gallons of water. Conserve energy and water by cutting 
your shower time. Save more energy by doing laundry in cold 
water; 90% of the energy used by your washing machine is 
attributed to the hot water.

If you or someone you know is struggling with high energy costs 
or the rising cost of water, Ottawa County Community Action 
Agency can help. We assist financially qualifying, local families 
weatherize their homes and, on occasion, pay a utility bill.

You can request a weatherization home inspection to ensure 
adequate insulation, weather stripping and more. We can also help 
you access one of many programs to prevent an energy shut off 
or restore service. Eligibility guidelines vary and funds are limited. 
Call 616-393-4433 or visit miOttawa.org/CAA.

To help families stay warm this winter, join Walk for Warmth.  
Walk on Saturday, March 4 at 9:30 a.m. at EV Construction, 86 E 
6th Street in Holland. Register in advance at miOttawa.org/w4w 
and you’ll be entered to win prize drawings. After you register, 
make a donation of any 
amount and join others 
walking for the cause.

You can also forgo the walk 
and donate to Walk for 
Warmth. Donate onine at 
miOttawa.org/w4w. Checks 
payable to Walk for Warmth 
can be sent to Community 
Action Agency, 12251 
James Street, Suite 300, 
Holland, MI, 49424.

Continued on page 6



When our physical environment is healthy, our community is healthier too. The Ottawa County Department of Public Health (OCDPH) 
offers four Environmental Sustainability Centers where you can drop off residential recycling, compost food waste and properly dispose 
of other household items.

In an average year, OCDPH sustainability programs collect approximately 273 tons of hazardous or reusable material, and 32.5 tons 
of electronic waste, keeping this material out of landfills. The centers collect scrap tires to rid our community of the health hazards 
these items pose, while also creating products that benefit our community like rubber playground ground cover and road construction 
materials. In addition, the centers offer a safe way for you to dispose of medical waste, like unneeded prescription medication and 
needles.

Residential recycling drop-off is a great option if you want to recycle, but you do not have a curbside program available. The food waste 
composting program is ideal if you want to reduce waste, but you are unable to compost in your backyard. Composting creates rich, 
organic material and reduces waste sent to landfills. The compost created at OCDPH sustainability centers enriches soil at local farms 
and gardens.

All of these programs are either offered at no cost, for small one-time fees, or in tiered membership levels, which can be tailored to your 
individual need. All of the sustainability programs, including food waste composting, are offered year-round. Sustainability Centers are 
located in Holland, Grand Haven, Coopersville and Georgetown Township, and are staffed to help residents who have questions or who 
need help accessing services. 
 

Household recycling memberships are offered in tiers: 3 months-$36 | 6 months-$65 | 9 months-$85 | 12 months-$100

Food waste compost drop-off is offered through the purchase of bags. Once your bag is full, you can return it to any sustainability 
center. The compost bags fit perfectly into a 5-gallon bucket. One bag is $5, 3 bags for $12 or a monthly bin exchange program is 
available for $40 per month.

Sustainability programs require a little extra effort, but they are key 
to maintaining health and the natural beauty you and many others 
enjoy in Ottawa County. For more details on what can be recycled  
or composted, visit miottawa.org/eco or call 616-393-5545.

A healthy community, from the ground up

Below left. In an average year, public health sustainability programs 
collect approximately 273 tons of hazardous or reusable material. 
Below right. Another 32.5 tons of electronic waste, keeping this 
reusable material out of landfills. 

Below. Scrap tires collected at public health sustainability centers 
are ground up to be used in playgrounds or in road construction 
materials.
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The cold never bothered us (anyway) in Ottawa County. With the 
arrival of winter, comes snowy outdoor adventures to enjoy at the 
spectacular county parks: cross-country ski, snowshoe and sled!

Pigeon Creek County Park (12524 Stanton Street, West Olive) 
offers groomed, illuminated cross-country ski trails and sledding 
hills. The Pigeon Creek Lodge opens during good ski conditions 
offering ski and snowshoe rentals for adults and children, 
concessions and a toasty fire. If you’re a bit unstable on your skis, 
gain footing with lessons offered seasonally.

Hemlock Crossing (8115 West Olive Road, West Olive) offers 
snowshoe rentals for adults and children at the Nature Center 
during regular business hours. Hemlock Crossing does not rent 
skis, but skiers are welcome on the trails. Dog walking is also 
allowed on the trails on-leash.

• For more detailed information and a livestream of the sledding 
hill and main trail visit: miOttawa.org/winter-rec.

• Check equipment rental hours and snow conditions before 
you make the drive: miOttawa.org/trails.

Above. Cross-country skiers travel hundreds of miles to 
experience the trails at Pigeon Creek. Right. If you haven’t 

skied Pigeon Creek under the lights, you’ll be in for a treat. 
Far Right. Trails are groomed for skate and classical skiing.

Above. Experience the magic of Hemlock Crossing blanketed in 
white by snowshoeing through its six miles of trails.

Flurry to the parks for a winter wonderland

Right. Hear only the crunching of snow beneath your boots 
with a hike at Upper Macatawa Natural Area.

Seeking a frosty hike or adventure with your own equipment? 
Some of the best places to ski and snowshoe are also some of 
our favorite places to hike! We recommend: 

• Crockery Creek Natural Area-11071 Wren Drive, Nunica
• Paw Paw Park-1230 Paw Paw Drive, Holland
• Upper Macatawa Natural Area-1300 84th Avenue, Zeeland
• Grand River Park-9473 28th Avenue, Jenison
• Eastmanville Farm-7851 Leonard Road, Coopersville. Park 

is groomed intermittently by volunteers for hiking.
• Riley Trails-16300 Riley Street, Holland. Park is groomed 

intermittently by volunteers for fat tire bikes. 

Explore the winter wonders of all 40 Ottawa County Parks and 
Open Spaces for yourself. Visit miOttawa.org/Parks
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School officers rooted in relationships 

Below. School Resource Officers. Back Row: 
(Left to Right) Deputy Adam Van Dis, Deputy 
Alex DeJong, Sergeant Ryan DeVries, Deputy 
AJ Rietberg, Deputy Josh Blanton, Deputy Ryan 
Popma. Front Row: (Left to Right) Deputy Trevor 
Johnson, Deputy John Ortman, Deputy Lauren 
Teunis, Deputy Chris Reuwer, Deputy Ramon 
Soto-Lopez, Deputy Monte White

When residents think about police officers in school buildings, many imagine deputies searching a locker for contraband or the blazing 
lights during a campus lock down. While these incidents happen on a rare occasion, they are the exception to an Ottawa County School 
Resource Officer’s duties. There is a level of police presence in schools that provides protection, but moreover, the root of the School 
Resource Officer Program is fostering relationships. A West Ottawa school administrator wrote of its district’s officers in an award 
nomination:

“Deputy White and Deputy Soto do all the things. They keep us safe and protected. They form deep relationships with kids. 
They are ALWAYS willing to help with the team, whatever the task. To them, nothing is outside of their role. Over time I have 
seen them: hug kindergartners and read to first graders; laugh and cry with high schoolers; have difficult, compassion-filled 
conversations with families in crisis; and lead our classes and staff in lessons on safety and security. They hand out stickers 
and pick up trash. They walk the halls and give high-fives. They tell (bad) jokes and call after a hard day. They’re with you in 
the good stuff and walk beside you through the hard stuff.”

In Ottawa County, the concept of sheriff-school liaisons began in the early 1990s. Today, the Ottawa County Sheriff’s Office has 11 
deputies and one sergeant within the program. Zeeland, Allendale, Coopersville, Hudsonville, Spring Lake and the OAISD each have one 
full-time deputy assigned to its district, while West Ottawa, Grand Haven, and Jenison each have two. In general, the school resource 
officers are funded by contracts with the schools, the county and the townships or cities. For example, the deputies for Jenison Public 
Schools are funded by the district, by Ottawa County and by Georgetown Township. Other policing agencies work within the boundaries 
of their jurisdictions to provide officers for their school districts. 

The primary focus of School Resource Officers is school and campus safety. Duties 
include: 
• Acting as a visible crime deterrent during the school day and at events
• Assessing school environments for safety improvements and crime prevention    
   opportunities
• Providing safety trainings and drills for staff and students
• Crossing guard trainings and bus violation investigations
• Supplementing classroom teaching in health, government and leadership classes
• Investigating criminal matters occurring on campus
• Consulting with school administration about student conduct issues
• Working closely child protective services to investigate concerns arising from home  
• Teaching certificate courses such as hunter or boater safety classes

“The School Resource Officer Program is a wonderful opportunity for schools and 
law enforcement to partner in mentoring, educating and guiding students toward 
completion of a safe and successful academic and social school experience. 
Resource officers become a part of the school family and add greatly to the 
overall support that can be offered to students and families. In an ever-changing 
world, Resource officers work closely with school administration to provide critical 
input and advice surrounding school safety to ensure that staff, students and 
parents have confidence that school is a safe place for all,” said Leslie Philipps, 
Assistant Superintendent of Jenison Public Schools.

Quotes from some Ottawa County School 
Resource Officers: 

“The rapport built transcends simply being 
there for protection.”
“It’s mentorship and education for upcoming 
generations.”
“We become part of the community and build 
lasting relationships.” 

Some of the deputies even become athletic 
coaches, engage in school arts and assist with 
school fundraisers. 

4



In June 2021, the Ottawa County Board of Commissioners established a countywide Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) Program 
to help owners make their eligible commercial, industrial or multi-unit (four or more) residential property environmentally and energy 
efficient. Nonprofits, houses of worship and agricultural enterprises are also eligible for PACE. The first project supported with PACE 
financing in Ottawa County, Quincy Place Senior Living in Holland Township, is currently under construction. When complete, Quincy 
Place will offer 154 units for seniors and is expected to create 60 jobs, all while employing many energy conservation measures.

The PACE program helps business owners secure a loan for up to 25 years to cover the cost of renewable energy or energy-efficient 
improvements by attaching a voluntary special assessment to the property upon which the improvements were made. Because the 
loan is secured with the assessment, meaning it runs with the land, not the owner, there won’t be a balloon payment if the property is 
sold before the loan matures. This special financing arrangement also creates positive cash flow because of the energy cost savings 
generated by the improvements.

Lean and Green Michigan (LAGM) specializes in PACE projects 
and assists Ottawa County’s Department of Strategic Impact 
with administering the program. Virtually any energy efficiency, 
water efficiency or renewable energy project can qualify. “PACE 
programs not only enable long-term, secure financing of energy 
improvements, but other available incentives and rebates, such as 
those offered by DTE or Consumers Energy, can be layered on the 
same project,” said Todd Williams, President and General Counsel 
with LAGM.

For more detailed information on PACE visit miottawa.org/PACE or 
email plan@miottawa.org. For more information on eligibility, visit 
leanandgreenmi.com.

Program helps businesses go green with less green

Many residents are already familiar with the sledding, snowshoeing and 
skiing available at Pigeon Creek County Park. (If you’re not, read page 
three or check out miOttawa.org/winter-rec.) If you are looking for a 
different snowy adventure, StoryWalks are a great way to get outside as a 
family. Pages from a featured book are posted along a path for your family 
to read together. Stories are available during park hours. Thank you to our 
local libraries for making StoryWalks possible.

“When Winter Comes”         January 20-23   Riley Trails
“A Moon of My Own”         February 10-13   Hemlock Crossing
“Over and Under the Snow”     February 24-27   Paw Paw East 
“Once Upon a Winter Day”       March 20-April 2    Pine Bend

Step into a snowy StoryWalk Below. Discover pages of a story along the 
beautiful trails of Paw Paw Park.

Ottawa County is hiring and we want you to join our team. With more than 33 departments and 
over 400 job positions, there is a role for you. Along with a culture that embraces customer service, 
innovation and technology, you will find: 

• Growth & advancement opportunities
• Excellent retirement plans
• Generous health care benefits
• Competitive wages
• Work-life balance
• Tuition reimbursement & professional development perks 

You seem AWESOME and we’d love to work with you!

Scan the image or visit  
miOttawa.org/apply

Above. The first project supported with PACE financing in Ottawa 
County: Quincy Place Senior Living in Holland Township.

Quotes from some Ottawa County School 
Resource Officers: 

“The rapport built transcends simply being 
there for protection.”
“It’s mentorship and education for upcoming 
generations.”
“We become part of the community and build 
lasting relationships.” 

Some of the deputies even become athletic 
coaches, engage in school arts and assist with 
school fundraisers. 
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Recovery court offers choice and opportunity

Affordable Housing
• Affordable Housing Revolving Loan Fund
• First Home at 10th Street Apartments
• Samaritas Affordable Living of Spring Lake

Social & Human Services
• Children’s Advocacy Center staffing expansion
• GRCC Mental Health Provider Certification
• ODC Childcare & Early Childhood Learning Centers Expansion*
• Reach For Recovery Opioid Addiction Treatment
• Recruitment & Retention Fund for Mental Health Professionals

Business Stabilization
• Bizstream Academy Coding Courses for High School Students*
• GRCC Michigan Reconnect Expansion
• LAUP Workforce Development Initiative
• West Michigan Works! Earn & Learn Manufacturing Career Fair*

 
County Initiatives
• 20th Judicial Circuit Court’s Youth & Parent Portal
• Accelerating Farmland Protection Fund
• Crime Victim’s Assistance Fund
• Holland Facility Roof Repair
• Food Excess into Healthy Food Access
• Idema Explorers Trail
• Macatawa Greenway Trail
• Medicaid Reimbursement Adjustment for Public Health
• Ottawa Sands County Park Improvements
• Roll Call/E-Voting System for County Clerk & Board
• Sheriff’s Shooting Range HVAC System Upgrade 
• Employee Inflation Relief 
 
*Proposals pending an ARPA eligibility assessment

For more details on each project, visit miOttawa.org/ARPA and click on Funding Distribution and Project Updates. Over the next few 
years, selected awardees will receive project funds pursuant to their individual grant conditions. Grantees will also be required to meet 
established reporting requirements to help assess the short and long-term impacts of each initiative. For more information or to learn 
more about the project submittal and approval process, visit the ARPA website or email Plan@miOttawa.org.

ARPA continued from page 1

From 2017-2021, Ottawa County Recovery Court 
was selected as one of eight programs from over 
3,000 in the US as a national mentor court by the 
National Association of Drug Court Professionals 
and the Bureau of Justice Assistance. In this role, 
the team, pictured to the right, provided technical 

assistance and mentorship to over 50 similar court 
programs across the country and has presented 
at national conferences for court and counseling 

professionals.

Ottawa County cares about people. While we believe that those who commit crimes should pay their debts to society, we also believe in 
second chances. That’s why, in 2005, the Ottawa County 20th Judicial Circuit Court established a specialized program to serve those 
convicted of non-violent drug or alcohol offenses. 

The Ottawa County Recovery Court gives persons who struggle with drug and alcohol addiction an opportunity to make changes in their 
lives in lieu of going to jail. Defendants who qualify for recovery court participate in intensive programming over 18 to 30 months that 
includes: counseling, group meetings, drug and alcohol testing, bi-weekly court hearings and recovery coaching. These interventions 
help the participants to stay in long-term recovery from drug and alcohol addiction. As a result of this exceptional court, many 
participants make positive changes in their lives.

Recovery courts, sometimes called treatment courts, have proven to be effective alternatives to jail sentences and traditional probation 
supervision. Since the Ottawa County Recovery Court was established, it has served over 430 participants, has a 68% graduation rate, 
and has resulted in a nearly 30% reduction in new criminal offenses compared to similar defendants sentenced to jail or traditional 
probation.

Ottawa County’s Recovery Court is funded entirely through grants from the Michigan State Court Administrative Office, the Bureau of 
Justice Assistance and the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration.
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District 1
Gretchen Cosby
gcosby@miOttawa.org

District 2
Lucy Ebel
lebel@miOttawa.org

District 6
Kyle Terpstra
kterpstra@miOttawa.org

District 3
Doug Zylstra
dzylstra@miOttawa.org

District 7
Rebekah Curran 
rcurran@miOttawa.org

District 5
Joe Moss
jmoss@miOttawa.org

District 10
Roger Bergman
rbergman@miOttawa.org

District 11
Allison Miedema
amiedema@miOttawa.org

District 9
Roger Belknap
rbelknap@miOttawa.org

District 8
Sylvia Rhodea
srhodea@miOttawa.org

District 4
Jacob Bonnema
jbonnema@miOttawa.org

miOttawa.org
616-738-4000

    C ounty C ommissioners & District MapC ounty C ommissioners & District Map
Following the 2020 Census, Ottawa County Commission district boundary lines were redrawn to reflect the 
population changes. These new districts went into effect for 2022 voting, and are now in effect for your County 
Commissioners who took office in January 2023. The Ottawa County Apportionment Commission, comprised 
of the County Clerk, County Treasurer, County Prosecuting Attorney, and the chairpersons of the county 
Democratic and Republican parties, drew these new boundary lines. Commission Districts must:

• be as equal in population as possible
• be contiguous and as compact as possible
• not be drawn for any partisan political advantage

Each new Commission District represents between 26,053 and 28,224 
residents. A detailed, interactive map is available at miOttawa.org/BOC.
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