Grand River Greenway
Project Update Summer 2023

Grand River Greenway Vision

The Grand River Greenway is a model ecological and cultural corridor along
the Grand River. It will preserve significant natural, historical and cultural
features as well as promote healthier, happier, and more vibrant communities.
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— Experience & Explore the Grand River Greenway!

Scenic Natural Spaces. Expansive Trails. Improved Quality of Life.
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Grand River Greenway - Project Stakeholders

The Grand River Greenway Project is being made possible through a public/
private partnership and effort of multiple agencies that includes several
stakeholders and supporters.

Ottawa County Ottawa County
Board of Commissioners Parks & Recreation Commission

. Joe Moss, Chair
‘»-l Sylvia Rhodea, Vice-Chair

v Joe Baumann
Roger Belknap

Kelly N. Rice, President
Jane Longstreet, Vice President
Linda McAffrey, Secretary

Joe Bush
Roger Bergman Kate Harmon
Ottawa County Jacob Bonnema Lukas Hill

Gretchen Cosby Allison Miedema

Rebekah Curran miOttawa.org/parks Jim Miedema
Lucy Ebel Paul Sachs
Kyle Terpstra Kyle Terpsrta

Doug Zylstra

Official Public Agency Partners

Allendale Township Robinson Township

City of Grandville Michigan Department of Natural Resources
Georgetown Township Michigan Department of Transportation
Grand Haven Township Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund
Grand Valley State University Ottawa County Road Commission
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Grand River Greenway - Project Stakeholders

The Grand River Greenway Project is being made possible through a public/
private partnership and effort of multiple agencies that includes several
stakeholders and supporters.

Grand River Greenway Campaign Committee

Committee Co-Chairs Myron Aldrink Andy DeVries Jason Shamblin

Monica Verplank Dr. Barb Brown Thomas Haas Timothy Stoepker

Samantha Verplank Wendy Creason TomJackoboice Al Vanderberg
Tina Dee Mark Schmidt

Past Members

Peter Secchia t

John Scholtz

Tom Werkman

Ottawa County Parks Foundation Board of Directors

Anita Yoder, President Tim Grunwald

Pete Esser, Treasurer Jane Longstreet

Dr. Barbara W. Brown, Bobbi Jones Sabine

Secretary Dr. Deb Sturtevant

Cathy Feyt Jason Shamblin, Parks Director
Jessica Gregory

Ottawa County Parks Foundation
PO Box 314, West Olive, Ml 49460

ottawacountyparksfoundation.org
info@ottawacountyparksfoundation.org

TM l/(,/( 7/0 {4 toour project supporters!

Bill & Bea Idema Foundation Jim Zawacki Bill & Marjie Viveen

Meijer Foundation John and Jennifer Essex John & Kathryn Nash

DeVos Family Foundations Budge & Marilyn Sherwood Alt, Jonas, & Mercurio

Secchia Family Dr. Barbara Brown & Linda McAffrey Family Fund

Wege Foundation Allendale Community Foundation = Amy & Aaron Bodbyl-Mast

Frey Foundation Fifth/Third Bank Bill & Anne Boersma

Verplank Family Hudsonville/Jenison Paul Boyer

Grand Haven Area Community Foundation Tina Dee & Scott Lampe
Community Foundation Dottie Johnson Andy DeVries

Cook Foundation Lacks Industries Bud and Charyn Hoffman

Gordon Foods Beacon Recycling, Inc. Damon & Kim McLaughlin

Herman Miller Cares Mary Jacobson Happy & Kathleen O’Brien

Sebastian Foundation The JSJ Foundation Fox Charitable Foundation

John & Jim Zevalkink Jim & Barb Caldwell Dr. Thomas Kimball

Consumers Energy Foundation Don & Cindy Anderson Jim and Eleanor Mitton

JC Huizenga Kennard & Wendy Creason Gentex

Loutit Foundation Kevin Haviland & Patti Griswold Innogroup Foundation

BizStream Larry & Anne McLaughlin Deborah Meijer

Tom & Barb Jackoboice Kathryn & Glenn McMillan SoundOff Signal

Jandernoa Foundation Family Fund Dr. Kate Remlinger & Robert

Matt & Holly Maloney Priority Health Bell
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Grand River Greenway - Project Background

Map Legend: County Parks

Other Parks/Public Property

GVSsU

1987-1996: Visioning

In 1989, the Ottawa County Parks and
Recreation Commission first identified
the concept for the Grand River
Greenway:

To protect land along the river that is
important for nature and recreation
and then connect the Greenway lands

o m ; i together with a multi-use pathway.
\\’” e\
\
A
z 9)
| l““‘ f.‘] 2’06] Acres of protected land
| | A
! Z= - Nt PN 149 shoreline protected
RSN
() .
« 2 Sites managed by
\L Ottawa County Parks
1997-2016: Major Expansion 4
While some progress was made in A
protecting greenway lands from 1989 to
1996, the Grand River Greenway project o
did not gain momentum for Ottawa @
County Parks until the passage of the 3
Parks Millage in 1996. N e 7§ =
Major expansions commenced the ) > e %
following year with acquisitions for what -
would become Eastmanville Bayou and 2 3 NN
Crockery Creek Natural Area. =\
A
z <
3’354 Acres of protected land ( {
— N =T \
379 Shoreline protected ¢ 1"?(
.|2 Sites managed by \
Ottawa County Parks . e
2017-Present: Connecting
In 2017, following the second renewal of
the Parks Millage and the launch of the
Grand River Greenway Capital Campaign,
o the Greenway project shifted focus to:
@
1. Complete purchases of core
------- Greenway properties
=% 2. Complete the Idema Explorers Trail
i k. The Idema Explorers Trail is being
o= v constructed on the south side of the
Sl Ly o Grand River and will connect Grand
& Haven to the regional trail system in
) Kent County, connect Greenway lands
A £ tected land Tt together, connect to key destinations
711 45 cres ot protected fan i (such as the GVSU Allendale Campus),
o . = and provide a nature-based hiking/
39 Yo Shoreline protected :1«\:( biking experience with several extended

Sites managed by
Ottawa County Parks

18

sections of trail through parks and along
river or waterfront.
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Grand River Greenway - Conservation

“The corridor is recognized as one of the richest
areas in the state for species of greatest
conservation concern and biodiversity, is a focal
area for Lake Michigan fisheries restoration, is
above-average for climate resiliency, and lies
along a globally recognized Important Bird Area”

- Audubon Great Lakes assessment of
Grand River Coastal Corridor

Project Facts

- Picturesque landscapes: ravines, marshlands,
bayous, floodplain forests, and restored prairies

8,504 Total Public Acres
- 31 miles of publicly owned shoreline (out of an

3-' Total Miles of
estimated 50 miles of undeveloped shoreline) Protected Rive rf ront
-3,500+ acres of wetlands preserved

3,750+ acres of floodplain preserved .

- Key fish spawning and migratory bird habitat and 39(y of Riverfront
some of the most biodiverse land in the county o Protected

- Prevention and removal of invasive species in
hundreds of acres of natural land

- Ecosystem creation/restoration, including 75 acres
of planned forest restoration

Acreage Added with
212 Greenway Funds

@ P Hotfmastor State Park || §
$. l

R S

e
Noeth Ottawa Ounes @
“Tou]

=
ra ~ @ Grand Haven Stats G !IJ..CmckNy Crook Natural Area F
3 3 Grand River { 7
Greenway V.73
= W/
= :: i"hﬂ"nm" Farm S

T
£

Grand River
Watershed

Ear, NASA NGA, USGS, £58 Canad, £37, HERE: Garmin: Safeiropty METVNASALUSGS. EPA NPS, USOA
‘S 71
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Grand River Greenway - Idema Explorers Trail

o .
] § 4 > T ro

Project Facts Trail Miles
-36.5-mile multi-use, ADA-accessible trail
+16 miles of trail through parks o c
-12 miles of trail along waterfront areas Mi Ies Of Tra II
- Connects users to: Com pleted

+96 miles of regional trails (future: 250 miles)

+ 46 public parks with 65 miles of park trails Mi les of Tra“ in
+M-231 Grand River Bridge Trail
- Lake Michigan Progress

- Ottawa Sands

-Millennium Park Regional Trail Miles
- GVSU Allendale Campus Now Con nected

- Several communities/business districts
.20+ locations to fish

Parks Now
Connected

Idema Explorers Trail Route: .
Existing Pathway and
@ Planned Projects

w— ldema Explorers Trail: Existing Pathway

@ o on Grand Haven Route w—dema Explorers Trail: Under Construction N
(Wi\vy!?::I?lg) e Idema Explorers Tr;nl: Planned Projects “®,

+ S

Ottawa w— Grand River Network: Kent County Trails
= - 908 1 2 3 D 07/24/23
@ Creckery Crees Natural Area Bass River East
FY 2027
g Bea Idema Eastmanville Legacy Segment

FY 2024
kL
Stearns Bayou Connector_/ . © s ooy
FY 2023 Bass River West - Phase | »
FY 2024 -
Bass River West - Phase Il o
FY 2025 1y ®
Bass River Central GVSU @ Grand Rrver Open Space Bend A_rea - Phase |
FY 2026 H F FY 2025
Allendale Conwccmr/ s s e e e
FY 2025 irans Bivee Park @) ailff
Bend Area - Phase Il
FY 2027 ' {
\ )
Bend Area - Phase Il| "_/
FY 2026 ‘ Y
m
@
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Idema Explorers Trail - Jenison Mill Segment

%‘

Project Status: Complete
Features:
- Connection to trails in Kent County

- Access to Millennium Park & downtown Grand Rapids
- 85 miles of direct and indirect trail connections
- Connects 2,345 acres of park land

- “Secchia Gateway Arch and Plaza” at County border

- Bridge and boardwalk over Rush Creek and floodplain

o)
”,
'("‘lnl,u.u

Bend Area
Grass Trailhead

Segment
(Complete)

Baldwin Street |
|

)
E |
V|

anuaAy Wizl

Taylor Street

Cottonwood
Drive
Gravel Trailhead
Parking

Steamboat
Campground
(Private)

Grand Lady
Landing
(Private)

Golf Course

/A

Grandville Clean

Pathways

i

Millennium

o
s X
Segment Grand mvelr & ) Park
Water Trai

(Future Phases) (Existing) 5 '{‘;
Q 2 Grand River
c 3 Water Trail

12th Avenue Wallinwood 1< (Future)

<

Parking .
(Existing) (Private)
R o
[7 Downtown

& Jenison Mill /
Bauer Road Segment /
(Complete)
Georgetown

Water Water Trail
Trailhead Parking Kayak Access
(Existing) ® (Existing)

Other Existing

Kent Trails:
Existing

1_J

>

f

£
Effu{HERF, Garmin, SafeGy

. /
Egri, NASA NGA, USGSFFEMA;
I {

\

, GeoTechnologies, Inc, METI/NASA USGS,
w.—EPA_NPS, US Census Bureau, USDA

Grand Rapids

Grandville

S——
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Project Status: Complete
Features:

- Connects expanding Bend Area Open Space property to Kent County
- Connects business districts in Jenison to Georgetown Township neighborhoods
- Grass/gravel trailhead on 12th Avenue with wayfinding
- Connections to Bend Area hiking trail system, which includes 4+miles of natural surface trails with

waterfront views and riverfront loop

12th Avenue
Grass Trailhead
Parking
(Existing)

(SN
oz
)

Bauer Road

Georgetown
Segment
(Complete)

Steamboat
Campground
(Private)

Grand Lady
Landing
(Private)

any MAZL

anui
N,

Bend Area c d Ri
Segment ran iver
Water Trail
(Future Phases) (Existing)

Wallinwood
Golf Course
(Private)

v

Baldwin Street |

~
|
|
=

Cottonwood
Drive
Gravel Trailhead

Parking

Esri, NASA, NGA, USGSFFE

Auno) emeno
AJUNOD JuUd))

Jenison Mil
Segment
(Complete)

lt

Grandville Clean Grandville

Water Water Trail
Trailhead Parking - Kayak Access

(Existing) (Existing)

MA, Ef/l,’HERE, Garmin, Safe
Y

| Other Existing
Pathways

i

Millennium
Park

Grand River
Water Trail
(Future)

Downtown
Grand Rapids

Kent Trails:
Existing

GeoTechnologies, Inc, METI/NASA-USGS;
™. EPATNPS, US Census Bureau, USDA




Idema Explorers Trail - Bend Area Segmen

Project Status: Planned Features:
- Acquisition: In process (250+ acres targeted) . Scenic riverside/waterfront views
- Design: Will commence following acquisitions . Lush sections of wooded wetlands
- Construction: TBD - Connects Bend Area to Grand River Park
- Trail segment will be a central feature of future
Bend Area park
- Access to future park amenities (lake, swimming
beach, playground)

Bill Idema
Moraine Nature
Segment |
Complete
( P ) \ Grand River |
N Water Trail
—_ Q (Existing)
— 4 — i
Grand River Park 4 S - ..‘ { 7 =
Water Trail e I "N ’
Kayak Access t g \- )) S \ ) y ;3 \/,1,« Steamboat \-
(Existing) e Fond S ] ‘ | - Sainpareund
A WL | em o .  aae Ny \) 754 i \" 8 (Private)
N vet® e »
............. o~
R o GRS - v T — .
', ),/ Grand Lady
Idema Explorers N Landing
} Trail: (Private)
& Park L Peter C. & Emajean
N —————— Cook Foundation ) 4
Trailhead .
nd Fillmore Street
/ :
£ Bend Area 3 :
Segment s ; Wallinwood
(Future Phases) /7 Golf Course
(Private)
12th Avenue
Grass Trailhead
Parking pe
(Existing)
= 3
Bauer Road @@ Georgetown =
: ] Segment 5
= i I (Complete) H
i Hager i:
o |  Park {
} peses)
| i
| |
| |
— ~ i Esri, NASA, !\JGA, U; b, FEMY ERE, Garmin, SafeGrap|
T} ! i Rl “EPA, NPS, US C 15us Bute
L] N
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Project Status: Complete
Features:
- Scenic riverside/waterfront views
- Ascent/descent from top of ravines to river level
- Connects Grand River Park to Grand Ravines (364 Acres)
- trailhead access at Grand River Park
- Access to modern restroom facilities on both sides of the trail
- Access to hiking trail systems at Grand River Park and Grand Ravines (nearly 9 miles of trails)

|
[
=

Allendale GVSU = b - ' ¢
Connector Allendale 25
Segment o § Y3 \

< (Future Phases) Campus f,:z" o Lladl

il : {\ “\.\ i N\
| i o: L
Aldrink Path : PN

(Complete)

Grand Ravines
Trailhead

X
w2 \\ Parking Bill Idema v,
O Pierce Street g r’ ('Ex'"mg) ) Moraine Nature p
' h = Segment
G Grand Ravines > (Complete) ‘\
Water Trail \ 0 .
Kayak Access )
(Existing)

Versluis GVSU o

c . Grand River Park
ampus Water Trail L
Segment Kayak Access
(Complete) ( (Existing)
-4 » o~
5 5
> o
H 2
2 3
s e | o M S RKIAMTDOCE, RNy,
Fillmore Street S| [ Rl SN /. R G T ittt taeanns
Grand Grand River
Ravines Park

Idema Explorers Bend Area

Trail:
Peter C. & Emajean = Segment N\
Cook Foundation (Future Phases)
Trailhead

Esri, NASA, NGA, USGS, FEMA Esri, HERE, Garmin, SafeGraph, GeoTechnologies, Inc, METI/NASA, JSGS,
EPA, NPS, US Census|Bureau, jUSDA

|
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Project Status: Complete

Features:
- Safe connection from GVSU Allendale Campus/Student Housing to Grand Ravines
- Connections to campus pedestrian/bike system

- Access to campus amenities such as campus store, restaurants, and coffee shops
- Connections to M-45 Business District

- Access to amenities such as food and lodging
- Access to The Rapid transit system

|

Allendale GVSU -5 . - ‘ ;
Sufingotor Allendale = / /
Segment » ¥ : <

< (Future Phases) g} Campus - ’ \ :

Aldrink Path

G d Ravi
(Complete) rand Ravines

Trailhead N\

Parking

(Existing)

9 Bill Idema '

Pierce Street

- G Grand navmes 3 Moraine Nature \ é
' Water Trail Segment

Kayak Access let
(Existing) ) {Compiste)

Versluis GVSU L 7 . S ‘ Grand mver Park _

Water Trail
Campus " Kayak Access
Segment ( (Existing)
& (Complete) 3 ~
= 3 £l
> a W
2 » A S
3 K )| —
s 2 i <
Fillmore Street @ ! ’-\f) ,/(
L |' [ .7,,?\ =
-~ 1 (¢ < )
= / AL
) .
' i
Grand Grand River 1%
Ravines Park L HE
A 45

Idema Explorers

Trail: Bend Area

Peter C. & Emajean Segment \,
Cook Foundation (Future Phases)
Trailhead

Esri, NASA, NGA, USGS, FEMA, Esri, HERE, Garmin, SafeGraph, GeoTechnologies, Inc, METI/NASA, USGS,
EPA, NPS, US Censlis|Bureau, JUSDA
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Project Status:

Planned Features:

- Acquisition: Easements may be sought
- Design: In process
- Construction: TBD

- Connects Allendale neighborhoods to:
« Greenway Parks
- M-45 Business District
- GVSU Allendale campus

Ide xplorers Trail - Allendale Segment

- Trail segment could be spine of larger township trail

system

Allendale
Community
Park

Allendale
Segment
(Future Phases)

anusAY Y309

Pierce Street

‘Warner Street

Versluis GVSU
Campus Segment
(Complete)

=)

/S Gvsu -
Allendale
Campus

enuany puzy

Esri, NASA, NGA, USGS, FEMA, Esri, HERE, Garmin, SafeGraph,

Aldrink Path
(Complete)

Grand

Water Trail
{Existing)

¥

EPA, NP3, LUSH

Grand River

31 ]
Tec hnoléie 5, IniE,

sus Bureau, Us




Project Status:
- Acquisition: One easement remaining
- Design: Complete
- Permitting: In process
- Construction: 2025 (Tentative)

Planned Features:

« Access to Eastmanville Bayou from Allendale

- Scenic mile-long stretch of trail along Grand River and
Eastmanville Bayou/wetlands

- Access to remote Virginia bluebell area

- East terminus of possible 9-mile stretch off road and
in park land

| Eastmanville Bayou
| Water Trail
Kayak Access
(Existing)

Eastmanville
Farm

Eastmanville

Bass River
State Recreation
Area

-

-
Sastavan |
Laar

anuany yigL

Bass River
Segment
(Future Phases)

Warner Street

Osborn Street |ﬁ
Bass River East
Trailhead

Parking
(Conceptual)

Bea Aldrink
Eastmanville Legacy
Segment
(Future Phases)

| Eastmanville Bayou
Trailhead Parking
(Planned)

Grand River
Water Trail
(Existing)

Leonard Street
=1 7 Deer Creek
] Park

Lincoln Street

Allendale
Segment
| {Future Phases)

AnuBAY Y109

anuaAy yigs
PR TR RN RN

Esri. MASA, MGA. USGS, FEMA, Esri, HERE, Garmin, SafeGraph; GeoTBchnologies, inc, METI/NASA, USGS,

=5,

=EPA, NPS,US Census Buredu, USDA
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Project Status:
- Acquisition: In process
- 47 acres acquired to-date
.33 additional acres targeted
- Design: In process
. Construction:
- Phase | Targeted for 2024

Planned Features:
. Scenic riverside/waterfront views
- Central area of possible 9-mile stretch of trail off road and in
park land
- Varied landscapes - woodland, floodplain forest and wetlands,
open grasslands
- Bridge over Bass River

o @NUBAY UIYOL

Riverside Park
Trailhead Parking

(Existing -
Improvements Riverside
Planned)

Park

Bass River
Segment
(Future Phases) ‘

sborn Street

“’o,ca | Lincoln Street

Bass River
Bridge
(Planned)

SNUBAY Y106

<

Bass River Central
Trailhead
Parking
{Planned)

rivergreen

|
Eastmanville I
Farm |

Bass River
State Recreation -

Bass River East
Trailhead
Parking
(Conceptual) |

anuany yiaL

‘Warner Street

B

Esri, NASA, NGA, USGS, FEMA, Esri, HERE, Garmin, SafeGraph, GeoTechnologies, Inc, METI/NASA, USG:S.
EPA, NP5, US Census Bureau, USD'y_\




Idema Explorers Trail - Odawa Segmen

3;?ﬁ

¥ % TR e : ® =
al ¥ A LS

Project Status: Complete
Features:

- Connects Connor Bayou to Riverside Park, with wooded route through Connor Bayou
- Connects to M-231 Grand River Bridge and trail network on north side of Grand River

- Bridge trail features scenic views of river as well as Connor Bayou and Bruce Bayou
- Part of possible “Grand Crossings” loop

- Trailhead access at M-231 Bridge
« Access to MDNR 120th Avenue Boat Launch
- West terminus of possible 9-mile stretch of trail off-road and in park land

Spoonville Trall
Connor Bayou Trailhead Parking
‘Water Trail (Existing)
Kayak Access S
(Existing) 3 - ‘.‘.-
Spoonville Trail i g,
o -
Connor Bayou (Existing) L GianA Bivar g
Trailhead Parking Crockeny Wetar Trail '3
(Existing) Creek| (a er Tra
Existing)

MDNR
Boat
Launch

Riverside .
Park

M-231
Grand River
Bridge
(Existing)

Crockery |
Creek

Riverside Park
Trailhead Parking
(Existing -
Improvements
------ Planned)

Grand Crossings
Loop - In Light Brown
{Conceptual)

i |

Connor
Bayou
' Little
Robinson P

Creek o oen Street

Morth Cedar Drive

Little Robinson | Odawa
Boardwalk

M-231 Segment
(Planned) i Tral:'.:i?:u::lkmg (Existing) Bass River =
- State Recreation 2
Bayou Segment Area o
(Possible H
Construction (| %& 2
2023) | -
|| -
& Robinson
| z Forest
= | z
5 Johnson 5
; ?;’r':‘::' s Bass River
2 = | Segment
-

(Future Phases) _

Esri, NASA, NGA, USGS, FEMA, Esri, HERE, Garmin, SafeGraph, GeoTechnologies, Inc, METI/MASA, USGS,
| EPA, NP5, LIS Census Bureau, USDA |




Project Status:
- Acquisition: Complete
- Design: Complete
- Permitting: Complete
- Construction underway

Planned Features:
- Scenic riverside/waterfront views, including a series of
Grand River bayous
- Expanded bridge over Stearns Bayou
- Connects Grand Haven area to Greenway parks
- Connects Grand Haven area to M-231 Grand River Bridge
- Part of possible “Grand Crossings” loop

Grand Segment
(Partially Complete)

B

Pottawattomie Park
Trailhead Parking
(Conceptual)

j

Grand Crossings
Loop - In Light Brown
(Conceptual)

gy
-‘\\_-\

Grand Haven
. State Game Area

Connor Bayou
Water Trail
Kayak Access
(Existing)

Grand River
Water Trall
(Existing)

_"}//

Connor Bayou
Trallhead Parking
(Existing)

Connor
i Bayou

Stearns Bayou
Bridge Expansion A"
(Planned) L

__MNorth Cedar Drive

Little
_— Robinsen

Craok

Creon Street

Bavat Odawa
Se;rnent Segment
Little Rebinson Existin
(Partially Complete - Boardismik ( 9
Possible Construction (Planned)
E
=
| g =
z H 2
2
S a H
x H
E i Johnson
5 Street
Forest
| Stearns
I Creek

Esri, MASA, NGA, USGS, FEMA, Esri, HERE, Garmin, SafeGraph, GeoTechnologies, ing, METI/MASA, USGS,
EPA, NP5, US Census Bureau, USDA
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Project Status:
- Design: In process
- Route Designation: 2024

Planned Features:
. Connects Grand Haven to Greenway
- Connection to downtown Grand Haven & Boardwalk
- Connection to Lake Michigan
« Access to several parks
- Part of possible “Grand Crossings” loop
- On-street route through Grand Haven neighborhoods

Ottawa Sands
Water Trail
Kayak Access

(Planned)
Harbor
Island

Ottawa
Sands

Idema

Explorers Camp
{Planned)

Kitchefl

Lindquist
Dune;

Preserye

Boardwalk
Segment
gl (Complete)

" Mulligan's
Hollaw

= | buncan
Woods

Grand Haven
State Park

Grand Haven}

|
|
| i
City Beach 1% |

Route
(Existing - some
sidewalk)

L Mill Point

Grand Landing .,

Water Trail e
Kayak Access
{Existing)

Robbins Road

e,

%__Tanglefoot ﬁ:mnd Crossings
\ Park Loop - In Light Brown
1

)
&%
\'\o"l {Conceptual)

Park

Tanglefoot Park /

Kayak Access ‘

(Planned)

Spring Lake Trall
Grand Trunk Section
(Existing)

Morth Bank Trail
{Existing)

lf?ﬂ

r
Grand River

Water Trail |
(ExIsting)

Complete -
led 2022)

Grand
Segment
{Partially
Schedu

7

Pottawattomie Bayou
Boardwalk
(Existing)

=

Pottawattomie Park
Trallhead Parking

(Conceptual)

1

Lakeshore Drive /

Comstock Street

_/ '.

J:nawaltemle Bayou

Pottawattomie
Park

g Grand Haven
] 2 e State Game Area
’ - =
[ z v
3
..... y | » 2 Bayou Segment
bt (Partially Complete)
£\
: H \
Rosy = a \.\_ | —
Mound ~ ’ g Hofma |
L ] Park/Preserve | Millhouse
E- 1 i' | Bayou
-
> S [ Esri, NASA, USGS, FEMA, Esrii HERE, Garmin, SafeGraph GegTechnologies, Ing, MET|/NASA, LUSGS,
F » L |

») ]

MFS, US Census’

N

[Bureau, UsDA

LI EPA,
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Grand River Greenway - Ottawa Sands Master Plan

Project Status : Complete

In 2021, a master plan was completed for Ottawa Sands which focused on a “regenerative approach.”
Overuse and overdevelopment were identified as top concerns during the master plan community
engagement process. Additionally, there was a strong commitment among staff and stakeholders not only
to avoid overuse and overdevelopment of Ottawa Sands, but also to preserve and enhance the “sublime
experience” that has enchanted so many. With this in mind, a painstaking effort was undertaken to craft

a balanced Master Plan that maintains the serene aesthetic features of the site while also enhancing
ecological health and expanding access. Details about specific elements of the regenerative approach are
provided below.

* Restoration and Enhancement to 238 acres (69% of the site)
s [ Active ecological enhancements to at least 26 acres (8% of site)
I“ILk TYR. + Help wildlife thrive by increasing biodiversity through wetland creation and restoration
+ “Terraced” shoreline along Grand River to prevent erosion and improve flood storage
« Site sculpting for recreational improvements will provide aesthetic and ecological benefits

* “Enhanced landform buffers wiﬂmeendjﬂmenltectivity areas from view, preserving aesthetics

« Diversified terrainimportant for habitat in areas left 1 ;\‘.H,r\,,j"r'
. Propofﬁd patlve landscaping efforts will diversify site, i |mprovmg habitat for W|IdI|fe
10'WIDE PAVED -

e Limited areas of active recreational improvements ..
« Only 8% of site proposed for improvements (only 1% of new development in coastal corrldd'r) EN/

 Recreational areas sl_gnbﬂ apmj reduced from Trust Fund grant concept plan (30-acre RV Park
remOVed) EMERGENT MARSH, TYP

« Recreational sites reduced from initial Master Plan proposal (3 camping areas'acrbss’rkifé’ ”:"'
combined to one) IDENED OV

* Active sites limited to previously distributed areas and will stabilize these sites

 Enhancements will integrate high performance green |nfrastructure which will benefit
ecological health of park : 5

« “Bio-swales” and rain gardens

+ Constructed wetlands for wastewater

» Greenroofs o U ‘g Wlmas
« Rainwater harvesting I 3 ! L2
« Alternative energy sources being investigated where p055|ble, including solar panels

* Recreational enhancements will drive removal of invasive speaes prevalent in some areas of
park D

« Thick honeysuckle at campground otherwise very difficult and expensive to remove
* Restoration and site enhancements will provide “a visible, exéiting demonstration and

education resource to illustrate the potential to re-establish increasingly health and diverse
ecologies on degraded sites”

grandrivergreenwa




Grand River Greenway - Ottawa Sands Eco-Enhancements

Project Status Planned Features:

Through Sustain Our Great Lakes and MDNR Fisheries - One mile of shoreline enhancements to the
Habitat grants, the first phase of “regenerative” mining lake to improve biodiversity
ecological enhancements is underway at Ottawa Sands. - Regrade shoreline to encourage wetland

- Design: Complete transition area
- Permitting: In process - Creation of four acres of wetland near southeast

- Construction: Scheduled for Fall 2023 end of the property.
- Creation of new 3-acre 30'-tall dune that will

create more “natural” viewshed

grandrivergreenway.org




Grand River Greenway - Idema Explorers Camp (Ottawa Sands)

Project Status Planned Features:
With a major gift from the Bill and Bea Idema - “Outiftted” Camping
Foundation, work has commenced to construct the - Yurts and Treehouses
Idema Explorers Camp, which is being designed to - Tent sites
directly service Greenway hikers, bikers, and kayakers . - Scenic riverside views
- Design: Complete . Connections to amenties across the Grand Haven/
- Permitting: Complete Spring Lake area
- Construction: Underway . Accessible kayak launch on “the Sag”
- Access to Grand River and Lake Michigan

Water Trails

grandrivergreenway.org
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Grand River Greenway - Ottawa Sands Day-Use & Lake Loop

Project Status Planned Features:
- Design: In process - Paved 1.6-mile 10’ -wide “Lake Loop” Trail
- Permitting: In process - Day-Use Area Improvements
. Construction: Scheduled for 2023/2024 . Parking Area

- Accessible lake views
- Accessible modern restroom
- Accessible benches

DAY-USE TRAIL HEAD

- PARKING FOR 50 VEHICLES

- BOARDWALK OVERLOOK

- RESTROOM

- WAYFINDING, ENVIRONMENTAL,
AND HISTORICAL INTERPRETIVE
INFORMATION

- DONOR RECOGNITION AREA

grandrivergreenway.org
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Project Status: Planned Possible Features:

With the improvements at Ottawa Sands underway, - Scenic riverside/waterfront views
includling the Grand RIver Greenway-focused Idema - Connections to several north shore parks,
Explorers Camp, Ottawa County Parks is working including the 2,400-acre “coastal corridor”
with its local partners to establish the “North Shore

- Connection to the Idema Explorers Camp

Connector” of the Idema Explorers Trail. This will better
integrate Ottawa Sands into the Grand River Greenway,
while offering a guided route to north shore Lake
Michigan amenities.

Idema Explorers Trail - North Share Connector
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Project Status: Conceptual

With the completion of connector trails from the Spring
Lake area to the Grand Haven area (including the Spring
Lakeside Trail, North Bank Trail, and Spoonville Trail),
there is an opportunity to incorporate the western

section of Idema Explorers Trail into a 24-mile loop
network. The US-31 Grand River bridge and M-231
Grand River bridge are the bookend “crossings” of this
network.

Grand River Greenway - Grand Crossings Loop

K P -~ R

Possible Features:

- Scenic riverside/waterfront views

. Connections to amenties across the Grand Haven/
Spring Lake area

- Access to Lake Michigan on north and south side
of the river

- Access to duneland corridor of parks on north side
of Grand River

- ldema Explorers Camp at Ottawa Sands (under
construction)
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Grand River Greenway - Recent Studies

Accepted by the Ottawa County Parks Commission: July 7, 2021

APRIL 19, 2021

Ecological Assessment and Conservation
Recommendations \

With a gift from the Wege Foundation, Ottawa
County Parks worked with Audubon Great Lakes
to complete an analysis of the ecological value of
the “Grand River Coastal Corridor.” The Coastal
Corridor focused on the area where the Grand River
interfaces with the unique Lake Michigan ecosytem.
This resulted in the 2021 report, “Grand River Coastal
Corridor Ecological Assessment and Conservation
Recommendations” (the report is available to review
online via grandrivergreenway.org). A few key report
findings are listed below:
- Corridor Features:
- Supports high levels of biodiversity
- Features some of the highest quality natural
areas in the state
- Critical wetlands for marsh birds
- Is regionally and globally important for birds
- Migratory bird hotspot
. Climate resilient
« Corridor Threats
- Habitat loss (past wetland loss in western
communities is significant)
- Degradation (invasive species; climate change;
contamination)
- Critical natural areas are unprotected
- Lack of diverse community engagement
- Recommendations:
- Establish diverse collaborative group
- Develop Conservation Action Plan
- Support water quality management strategies
- Establish several ongoing monitoring programs
to fill critical knowledge gaps
- Seek higher levels of protections for key
properties
- Create outreach strategies & programming

Accepted by the Ottawa County Parks Commission: February 5, 2021

Grand River Identity:
Advisory Team Perspectives on
Interpretation and Programming

The intended focus of this project (facilited by
Encompass Consulting LLC) was centered on the
idea that there is an opportunity to develop thematic
interpretive signage that is consistent across the
entire Grand River Greenway and thereby develop
a space to educate and engage the community-

in essence, creating a 40-mile long classroom.
Since there was a general sense that a crucial part
of the story of the Grand River in Ottawa County
would involve Native American history, Encompass
Consulting engaged tribal citizens as an essential
part of the team to hear their perspectives.

However, as a series of meetings were held, it
became clear that before a detailed interpretive
program could be developed, the Greenway had to
be better defined. While the Greenway has been a
long-term Parks Commission initiative, the Greenway
is not tangible enough to the general public, and it

is not obvious or apparent for visitors to Greenway
parks that these parks form a piece of a larger whole.
As a result, the report finds that deliberate work is
needed to “imprint” the Greenway identify onto the
Greenway parks and trails.

The recommendations in the report are broad,
preliminary, and conceptual; and make it clear

that there is a range of possibilities for moving
forward (the report is available to review online via
grandrivergreenway.org). The recommendations are
eye-opening in outlining the great potential for the
Greenway to be a seminal feature for our community.
However, further consultation and consideration is
needed before acting on the report findings.

grandrivergreenway.org




