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MISSION: PROTECTING MICHIGAN LAKES
THROUGH THE CONSERVATION AND RESTORATION

OF NATURAL SHORELINES

FOUNDED IN 2008 AS A COLLABORATION OF PUBLIC, PRIVATE, ACADEMIC, 
AND NON‐PROFIT ENTITIES

www.mishorelinepartnership.org



Michigan Natural Shoreline Partnership Members



# 1 Threat 
to inland lakes is ….

A:   Near shore habitat loss

B:   Excessive nutrients

C:   Excessive plant growth

2007 National and Michigan Lake Assessment



Near Shore Habitat Loss 
#1 Threat to inland lakes
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The system becomes broken

PROFUNDAL ZONE

Modified from: University of Minnesota Natural 
Resources Research Institute



Seawalls =
• Barrier for animal movement
• Creates scouring effect
• Wave flanking



Turfgrass roots:

Too short
Not strong enough



New Toe



What’s Happened to Shoreland Plants?
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Impacts of Lake 
Development
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What’s Happened to Aquatic Plants?
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What’s Happened to Frogs?
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Healthier 
Shorelines

Techniques 
that work

Policy 
Changes

Informed 
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Interested 
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Four 
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MNSP



Species Supported 
by Shorelines: 
24 amphibian 
25 reptile 
87 bird 
19 mammal



CERTIFIED NATURAL SHORELINE PROFESSIONAL TRAINING
• Over 300 Professionals Trained
• Over 200 Professionals Listed on website
• Homeowners can search for a contractor near them. 
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DEQ Inland Lakes Permit:
Bio-engineering Minor Project Category

Created to encourage             
bioengineering on inland lake shorelines
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Homeowner workshops 
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MNSP 
Objective 
Interested 
Property 
Owners

Property Owner 
Recognition Program

Training volunteers 
to take the next 

step as a Shoreland 
Steward to protect 
and preserve the 

health of their lake. 









• Below the Water Level
• Between Water Level and Ordinary High Water Mark
• Above the Ordinary High Water Mark

3 categories:  wet to moist areas  

• Upland

1 category: dry areas away from the shoreline

MNSP 
Recommended 

Plant Lists
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Thank you!

Brian Majka
bmajka@geiconsultants.com

616‐384‐2716

www.mishorelinepartnership.org

www.facebook.com/MNSP1 

www.mishorelandstewards.org 


