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Goals

 Treat stormwater naturally
 Encourage homeowners to 

manage stormwater
 Increase awareness
 Empower the people
 Help municipalities meet 

permit goals
 Increase Water Quality



Partners

 City of Grand Rapids
 Friends of Indian Mill Creek
 Grand Valley Metropolitan Council (GVMC)
 Lower Grand River Organization of 

Watersheds (LGROW)
 Michigan Department of Environmental 

Quality (MDEQ)
 Native Plant Guild
 Plaster Creek Stewards
 Trout Unlimited
 West Michigan Environmental Action 

Council (WMEAC)





Phase 1: Connect 

 Find watershed
 Connect with partners
 Complete site assessment

www.LGROW.org/watershedmap



Site Assessment Summary

 Recommendations
 Suitable practices
 Site Map
 Follow up





Phase 2: Design & Install

 Design practices
 Hire contractor
 Implement practices



Demonstration Sites

Indian Mill Creek  |  Rogue River  |  Plaster Creek

West Catholic High School Blandford Nature Center
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Marketing and Outreach

 Door hangers, English/Spanish
 Yard signs
 Demo site signs
 Flyers
 Presentations
 Planting days
 Volunteer days
 Demonstration Site Maintenance days
 Workshops

Side 1: English   Side 2: Español



Metrics to Date (11/14/2018)

VolunteersVolunteers

People ReachedPeople Reached

Ft2 Habitat RestoredFt2 Habitat Restored

192

1,704

2,760



Phase 3: Maintain

 Develop maintenance plan
 Perform maintenance
 Promote and enjoy!



Training

 Green Infrastructure Design, 
Installation, & Maintenance

 Developed by Native Plant Guild 
and Plaster Creek Stewards

 Grand Rapids Community College
 Designed for homeowners, 

contractors, designers
 First session January 2019 
 40 registered

 National Green Infrastructure 
Certification Program

 Specific for West Michigan
 Department of Public Works
 Grand Rapids Community College

 First session Spring 2019
 80 recruits in 2 years
 Expand to other Community 

Colleges Regionally

6 Hour Course 40 Hour Course



Rainscaping Program Promotional Video

 Erudite Visual 
Productions, LLC 

 Five Part Video
 Intro to Stormwater
 Site Assessment Training
 Site Design & Installation
 Site Maintenance 
 “Share Your Story”



What’s Next?

Rainscaping ImplementationRainscaping Implementation

48 Site 
Assessments

48 Site 
Assessments

Additional 
Funding

Additional 
Funding

Planned 
Trainings
Planned 
Trainings



www.LGROW.org/rainscaping


