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The Idema Explorers Trail is named in honor of Bill 
and Bea Idema and in recognition of the contributions 
of the Bill and Bea Idema Foundation to the Grand 
River Greenway. The Foundation’s support (along with 
the support of numerous other project partners) has 
helped Ottawa County Parks create a unique ecological, 
recreational, and cultural experience with thousands 
of acres of land and miles of riverfront to explore. 

The Idema Explorers Trail has been made possible 
through a ground-breaking $21 million public/
private funding partnership, which was led in part 
by the Ottawa County Parks Foundation and Grand 
River Greenway Campaign Committee. 

This segment of the Explorers 
Trail was funded in part by 
contributions from:
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Description: DNR owned and 
operated boat access site at end 
of 118th Ave.

Facilities: Gravel parking, 
concrete boat ramp, rustic toilet.

Description: Grand Haven Township 
owned/operated river access site 

Facilities: Parking, concrete 
boat ramp (fee applies) modern 
restrooms, picnic tables

Description: 142-acre park with 
~1 mile of Grand River frontage; 
wetlands, hardwood and pine 
forest, remnants of prairie plant 
communities.  
Facilities: Parking, hiking trails, 
fishing dock, picnic tables, rustic 
toilet, universally accessible 
kayak launch, woodland cabin for 
day rental, trail information kiosk.
Hours: Mar 1-Oct 15:  7am-10pm
Oct 16 through Feb 28:  7am-8pm 

Description: Visible from Connor 
Bayou and from the M-231 Grand 
River Bridge pathway, Bruce 
Bayou includes one of the largest, 
most significant Great Lakes 
marshland systems along the 
Grand River.

Description: 6.7-acre, neighborhood 
park owned/operated by the City of 
Grand Haven.    

Facilities: Parking, modern 
restrooms, concrete boat launch, 
playground, basketball court, 
baseball field, and wetland 
boardwalk.

Hours: Dawn to dusk

Description: This property offers 
593 acres of wooded dunes located 
just off the Lake Michigan shoreline 
and uniquely situated between state, 
county and city parks. Hiking trails 
link North Ottawa Dunes to North 
Beach Park and PJ Hoffmaster State 
Park. 

Amenities: Parking, 10+ miles hiking 
trails

Hours: Mar 1-Oct 15:  7am-10pm

Oct 16-Feb 28:  7am-8pm

Description: 567-acre park owned/ 
operated by Grand Haven Township 

Facilities: Parking, modern 
restrooms, 4.5 miles hiking trails 
picnic tables, 885’ floating bridge.

Hours: Dawn to dusk

 

 

Proposed 18-mile long regional 
pathway is planned to connect 
Spring Lake to Coopersville and 
Grand Rapids via the Fred Meijer 
Pioneer Trail. When completed, 
the trail will offer a unique scenic 
crossing over Crockery Creek on a 
railroad trestle, connect to Nunica 
and the Spoonville Trail, and northern 
Ottawa County’s farm country. 
Three miles of converted rail-trail is 
complete to 130th Avenue with the 
next phase connecting to Nunica 
proposed for 2019. 

11.5 mile pathway loops around 
Spring Lake, connects Spring 
Lake, Ferrysburg, and Fruitport; 
passes through numerous local 
parks; offers scenic views; and is 
located near many amenities such 
as restaurants, brew pubs, coffee 
shops, and ice cream shops.  

BASS RIVER  
STATE RECREATION AREA

Description: State-owned 1,665-
acre site with ~3 miles of frontage 
on Grand River, small ponds, 
and 300-acre Max Lake. Terrain 
includes open meadows, brush 
land, and mature hardwoods.

Facilities: Gravel boat launch, 
parking, designated hiking, 
equestrian, and mountain biking 
trails, hunting

•

Description: 331-acre natural 
area featuring mature wooded 
ridges, floodplain forest, open 
hardwoods, wet meadows and 
buttonbush swamps. 

Facilities: Parking, rustic toilet,  
2 miles of hiking/XC ski trails

Hours: Mar 1-Oct 15:  7am-10pm
Oct 16-Feb 28:  7am-8pm 

CROCKERY CREEK 
NATURAL AREA

•
POTTAWATOMIE 

PARK
Description: 21-acre park operated 
by Grand Haven Township 
features hardwood forest and 
access to Pottawatomie Bayou.

Facilities: Parking, modern 
restrooms, playground, picnic 
shelters, fishing dock, sand 
volleyball courts, and a drop-in 
kayak area.

Hours: 8 am-10 pm

•

•

SPOONVILLE  
TRAIL

Proposed 4-mile regional pathway 
connects the north and south 
shores of the Grand River. 
When complete, it will provide 
connections to Nunica and to the 
North Bank Trail. The trail, via the 
Sgt. Henry E. Plant Pathway on the 
M-231 Grand River Bridge, includes 
scenic views of the river and large 
marshland systems. 
Currently complete to the intersection 
of Leonard Road and 120th Avenue, 
the next construction phase is 
proposed for construction in 2019.
The Spoonville, North Bank, and 
Idema Explorers Trail form the Grand 
Crossings Loop through Grand 
Haven, Spring Lake, and Nunica, and 
across the M-231 bridge.

•

•
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•
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Description: Sandy 48-acre park 
on Lake Michiganat the mouth of 
the Grand River adjacent to the 
Grand Haven lighthouse and pier. 

Facilities: Parking, large beach, 
camping, fishing, volleyball, 
playground, picnic areas, and 
modern restrooms.

Hours: Dawn to dusk

19-mile pathway connecting Grand 
Haven to the Holland area. The 
scenic route winds around woody 
dune areas and provides access to a 
number of lakeshore parks including 
Rosy Mound Natural Area, Kirk 
Park, and Tunnel Park. A parallel 4' 
paved shoulder for cyclists has been 
added from Robbins Road to New 
Holland Street and is proposed to be 
completed to 168th Avenue over the 
next few years.

•

•

•

•

GRAND HAVEN  
BOARDWALK

Popular public walkway along the 
south shore of the Grand River 
connecting the Lake Michigan pier and 
beach to downtown Grand Haven.

An assortment of shops, galleries, and 
restaurants welcome visitors along the 
way. Public restrooms available.

YOU ARE HERE

M-231
TRAILHEAD

•

Description: Trailhead providing 
access to Idema Explorers Trail, 
Spoonville Trail, and M-231 
Grand River Bridge.

Facilities: Parking, portable 
toilet, trail information kiosk, 
bike rack, bike repair station

•

RIVERSIDE PARK
Description: 64-acre park with ~1 mile 
frontage along Grand River

Facilities: Parking, rustic toilets, 
boat launch (fee), picnic shelter, 
hiking trails, mountain bike trails, 
shore fishing.

Hours: Mar 1-Oct 15:  7am-10pm
Oct 16-Feb 28:  7am-8pm  
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IDEMA EXPLORERS TRAIL

ACCESS SITE

Constructed in 2017, this trailhead and 3.9-mile 
segment of trail between Connor Bayou and 
Riverside Park are part of the Idema Explorers 
Trail. The trail is the culmination of a 30-year 
vision to protect high quality recreational and 
natural lands along the Grand River Greenway 
and connect these lands to each other and to 
neighboring communities.

Along with multiple partners and the assistance 
of the Ottawa County Parks Foundation, Ottawa 
County Parks will construct 27 miles of new, 
multi-use pathway over the next five years, 
creating a continuous trail from the City of Grand 
Haven to the Kent County border.

When the Idema Explorers Trail is integrated with 
the Grand River Greenway Trail Network, the 
45-mile route will extend from the Grand Haven 
pier to downtown Grand Rapids. Between the 
two cities there is 8,500 acres of public land to 
explore including major destination parks such 
as Millennium Park, the Bass River Recreation 
Area, Grand Haven State Park, Grand Ravines, 
and Connor Bayou. 

EXPLORE FOR A DAY.  
EXPLORE FOR A LIFETIME.  
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Explorers Trail - Completed Section

Explorers Trail - Proposed Route

Explorers Trail - Future Neighborhood Connector Route (on-street)

Regional Trail (part of Grand Crossings Loop)

Proposed Regional Trail (part of Grand Crossings Loop)
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Regional Trail (Part of the Grand River Greenway Network)
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